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Syllabus 

SUNY at Cortland, Department of Psychology 

PSY 533 Advanced Developmental Psychology (501) 

 

Course Information    Instructor Information 
3 Credit Hours     Raymond D. Collings, Ph. D. 

Fall 2010     Office Phone: 753-2046 

Old Main room 130 on Th 4:20-6:50 P.M. Office: Moffet #5  

Email: CollingsR@Cortland.edu  Office Hours: Mo We 3:00-4:50p  Moffet #5 

         Mo We Fr 12:20-12:40 Old Main 130 

        

Course Description: Advanced study of the developmental processes from childhood through adulthood. 

Emphasis on developmental changes in cognitive, personality and social processes. Prerequisite: PSY101 & 

(PSY231 or 232 or 332 or 333 or 334). (3 cr. hrs.).  

 

Class Attendance: Given the complexity of the material covered in this course, and because you participation 

in class discussions is an important part of this class; it is expectation that you attend classes. Consequently, a 

portion of your final grade will based on in class participation. Missed work may only be made-up under 

extraordinary circumstances and only at the discretion of the instructor. Generally, it is not possible to make up 

class presentations. Therefore, the alternative paper assignment will be the only way excused absences can be 

made up. This option will only be available under extraordinary circumstances, and I reserve the right to deduct 

points even in the case of excused absences. Because it can be extremely distracting (and rude) when students 

walk in during a lecture, please be on time. Should you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain lecture 

notes from one of your fellow students. (Please do not email your instructor with the following question…”I am 

sorry that I had to miss class today. Did I miss anything?”).  

 
*Excused absences require written documentation from the appropriate medical, legal, or administrative entity.  

 

Goals for Student Learning: This course is designed to introduce you to the study of Developmental 

Psychology, and will focus on theoretical perspectives that have guided our research in this area. My expectation 

is that the students will be actively involved in the processes. This demands that each of you will have read the 

assigned readings, and that you will be prepared to discuss the readings. Since this is a graduate level class, I 

will assume that each of you is capable of memorizing and regurgitating material. I expect each of you to be 

able to think about the material at a much higher level, to be able to critical evaluate the material in light of other 

perspectives we cover, and to be able to generalize concepts you read to real life situations. In addition to our 

classroom discussions, I will administer several exams to give you an opportunity to demonstrate the depth of 

your ability to do this.  

 

Texts and Materials 

Miller, P. Theories of Developmental Psychology (5
th
 ed.). (Required) 

Selected readings - see Assignments (Required) 

 

Course Requirements: Your exam grades will be worth 75% of your final grade and your average weekly 

discussion grade will be worth 25% of your final grade. Note: These are course requirements, and missing 

assignments may result in an incomplete for the course.  

 

Timeliness: In fairness to your classmates, the instructor, and yourself, you are expected to turn in assignments 

on time. Late assignments will not be accepted, except under extraordinary circumstances and only at the 

discretion of the instructor*. Even when late assignments are accepted, points may be deducted from your grade.  

 

http://studentinfo.cortland.edu/pls/prod/regweb.course_detail?sub=PSY&trm=200320&crse=231
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*Excused late assignments generally require written documentation from the appropriate medical, legal, or 

administrative entity.  

 

Academic Dishonesty: Please note the College policies on plagiarism in the College handbook. Specifically, 

each student is expected to present his or her own work. All papers, examinations, and other assignments must 

be original, or explicit acknowledgment must be given for use of other persons’ ideas or language (p. 47).  

 

Class Courtesy:  Since we will be conducted on-line discussions, I will ask each of you to refrain 

from making inappropriate comments. This would include but is not limited to derogatory ethnic or 

gender slurs, profanity, or disparaging comments about your classmates (and your instructor). All on-

line discussions will be monitored. In keeping with University policy, your instructor does have the 

right to remove disruptive students from the class. 
 

Civility: I have taught college classes for over 10 years, and by in large I have found the student/professor 

relationship to be one of mutual courtesy and respect. Many of my colleagues and I have observed, however, a 

disturbing trend toward a less civil dialog between students and faculty members. If you have a question or 

concern and if you approach me in a professional, courteous manner, I believe that you will find me to very 

reasonable. If you take a more hostile or rude tact, I may or may not respond, and if such behavior continues, we 

will undoubtedly discuss your continued enrollment in the course. In short, I expect that each of us will be 

treated with the respect and dignity we deserve. 

 

Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please 

contact the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an 

appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many 

accommodations require early planning, such requests should be made as early as possible.  

 

Grading Policies 

 

Grading Scale:  
 

A+ 97% - 100%  C+ 77% - 79% 

A 93% - 96%  C 73% - 76% 

A- 90% - 92%  C- 70% - 72% 

B+ 87% - 89%  D+ 67% - 69% 

B 83% - 86%  D 63% - 66% 

B- 80% - 82%  D- 60% - 62% 

F below 60% 

 

Exams: Your 2 exams will be designed to assess your understanding of course material and your ability to 

generalize the material to real-life applications. These exams are take home, open book/open notes. Before 

warned, though. If you just write down what was in the book, you probably did not answer the question. These 

exams will be short answer essay type. Although each exam will focus primarily on material from that section of 

the semester, the final exam will include one cumulative thought question. Your average exam grade will count 

for 75% of your final grade.  

 

Weekly Outlines and Class Discussions: Each week, you will be assigned to readings (in textbook or Handouts 

in E-Learning). I am looking for thoughtful discussions that demonstrate that you have read the material and 

thought about it. This cannot happen if you have not done the readings. To facilitate class discussions and to 

help you to prepare for each weekly meeting, you will be required to show me an outline from your readings at 

the beginning of class. These do not need to be elaborate outlines, and they may be handwritten; They should 

reflect what you believe to be the key points from the readings, and will help you during our class discussion. 

You should also jot down some points relevant to the following question: “How do the points raised in readings 
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pertain to my area of interest?” In other words, if we are studying Piaget’s theory on Cognitive Development, 

and you are a secondary education Major in Biology, you might discuss what aspects of Piaget’s theory pertain 

to teaching adolescents. A Recreation and Leisure Studies would have a very different  take on the topic. This 

will be an important part of the course, and the more thought you put into this, the better our discussions will go, 

and the better your participation grade. I will not grade your outlines. However, when I check them, if you have 

not brought one with you, you will receive 0 points for participation that day. 

During the weekly discussions, I will probably call (at random) on someone to give us a quick overview of the 

readings, and someone else (at random) to provide a critique of the theory. Be prepared! Then we will open the 

discussion up for questions and comments. At some point, the discussion will move to the application of this 

material to your areas of interest. I expect everyone to participate, at least once each week. Feel free to ask 

questions or disagree with your classmates (or me)! However, you must back up your argument with evidence 

from the readings. “I feel” or “I believe” are not valid arguments. Be warned: It is simply not acceptable to say 

“I didn’t read the materials” if I call on you. If you are not going to do the readings, please drop the course. Your 

average weekly discussion grade will be worth 25% of your final grade.  

 

Finally... I believe that it is important that you gain an understanding of this material. My goal is to help you 

accomplish this, by providing the material as clearly as possible during lectures, by providing you with 

opportunities to practice and apply the material in a variety of ways, and by being available to answer your 

questions during my office hours. My exams are designed to assess how well you understand the concepts 

presented in this course. Most of you will work hard and do well in this course. Unfortunately, a few of you may 

find this material challenging. Although I have high expectations for all of you, I also understand that sometimes 

you may need help. Please, please feel free to visit me during office hours or email me if you start running into 

problems (the earlier in the semester the better). My goal is to help each of you to do well in this class, so let me 

know how I can do that. This is especially important when you are preparing for your presentation. Although I 

expect you as graduate students to be able to think independently, and to bring your understanding to the 

discussion, I also expect you to seek help when you need it. 



 4 

 

 

 

Date Topic Readings 

9/2 Introduction Miller Chapter 1 

9/9 Piaget Miller Chapter 2 

9/16 Psychoanalytic Miller Chapter 3 

9/23 Vygotsky Miller Chapter 4 

9/30 Social Learning Miller Chapter 5 

10/7 Information Processing Miller Chapter 6 

10/14 Midterm Exam – Take Home. due via E-Learning 6:50p on Thursday evening 

10/21 Temperament; Personality; 

Goldsmith Et Al; Hagekull & Bohlin; Szewczyk-

Sokolowski & Bost 

10/28 Parenting Baurmind; Parke; Harris; Scarr 

11/4 Ethology  Miller Chapter 7 

11/11 Adolescence Shanahan Et Al; Dahl & Hariri; 

11/18 Adulthood And Aging Dror Et Al; Baltes Et Al 

11/25 Thanksgiving Break – No class 

 11/29 

Contemporary And Emerging 

Perspectives Miller Chapter 9 

12/6 Reflections; Wrap-up Miller Chapter 10 

12/13 Final Exam – Take Home. due via E-Learning 6:50p on Thursday evening 
All assignment dates are tentative and subject to change by the instructor. 

 


