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Psy 350 (section 001) 

Psychology of Language 

Department of Psychology, SUNY Cortland 

 

Syllabus 

 

Time & place:  Instructor: 
M, W, F 1:50 – 2:40pm 
Sperry 307 

 Breton Bienvenue 
Office: 134-C Old Main 
Phone: 753-4239 
E-mail: breton.bienvenue@cortland.edu 

or bbienvenue@gmail.com  
Office Hours: M,W,F 11:00am – 12:00pm 

or by appointment 
 
Course description 
Language plays a crucial role in our daily lives, so much so that we typically take it for granted. Yet the 
mechanics by which we first learn and then regularly produce and comprehend language is extraordinarily 
complex. This course provides an overview of the field of psycholinguistics, the psychological study of the 
acquisition, comprehension and production of language.  

Psycholinguistics is part of the larger interdisciplinary field of cognitive science. As such, it is informed not only 
by work in psychology, but also in linguistics, artificial intelligence, neuroscience, philosophy and other fields. 
Using recent research findings from all these fields we will focus on questions such as: What does it mean to 
know a language? What cognitive mechanisms are involved in language? What neural mechanisms are involved 
in language? What social mechanisms are involved in language? Hopefully, we will also discuss language in non-
human animals and the special areas of language acquisition, language disorders and bilingualism. 

Readings 
Required: Carroll, D. (2008). Psychology of Language, 5th edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Cengage. 

Other readings will be made available on the course website as needed. 

Other resources 
There is a web page for this course: myreddragon.cortland.edu  

 Visit this site regularly for announcements & potential changes to the course schedule. In addition I will 
provide lecture slides, review sheets, demonstrations and links to relevant external websites here. 

Attendance & participation 
I do not take attendance, however the material covered in class will vary from that presented in the readings, 
thus at exam time missing class will potentially harm your grade. Furthermore, class participation is a part of 
your final grade, significant absenteeism will be noticed! 

Note that attendance requires more than simply warming your chair; you must participate in discussions and 
demonstrations when the opportunity arises. This means that you should feel free to ask questions. 

Finally, I do not tolerate unnecessary disruption. Please turn off cell phones and turn down the volume on laptop 
computers. It is rude to other students in the class to have these devices making noise during lecture.  
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Requirements & grading 
Grades will be based on several types of assignments: 

Exams (2 x 30% each): There will be two exams in the course, each covering all materials discussed up to the 
time of the exam (this means that the final exam is CUMULATIVE!). The purpose of exams is to show that you 
have not only learned the facts presented in the course, but also have the ability to synthesize and utilize the 
information. Exams will consist of short answer, multiple choice and short essay questions.  

Review paper (25%): The purpose of the paper is to give you a chance to explore a topic of personal interest to 
you in more depth than we can cover in class. You will write an 8-10 page paper in which you summarize recent 
scientific articles and class readings on a topic within psycholinguistics as well as developing and supporting a 
specific argument with the evidence in the literature. This paper will be developed in stages over the course of 
the semester and an opportunity to rewrite the paper before the final grade is assigned is included in this 
development process. I will provide more details about the paper on blackboard a few weeks into the semester. 

Class participation (15% total): Regular participation in class discussion is required for this class. This means that 
you attend regularly, and come to class prepared to ask and answer questions (i.e., that you have done the 
readings in advance). 

Extra Credit: There will be extra credit opportunities for up to 3 points added to your final average, this is 1/3 of 
a letter grade. More information about these opportunities will be provides as they are available. 

Grading Curves: There will be no curve of the final grades, however individual exam scores may be curved as 
necessary. 

Academic (dis)honesty 
The University has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity and to develop procedures to 
deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty. Students are responsible for the honest completion and 
representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect for others' academic 
endeavors. By placing their name on academic work, students certify the originality of all work not otherwise 
identified by appropriate acknowledgments.  

Please review the Undergraduate Handbook for a description of the university policies and procedures for cases 
of academic dishonesty. Students suspected of an infringement will first meet with the instructor for a review of 
the situation. Cases may also be forwarded to the university Judiciary review in accordance with the procedures 
outlined in the Student Handbook. Academic dishonesty may be punished by expulsion from the University. 

Notice for students with disabilities 
Any student with a disability that may require note-takers, readers, or extended time on examinations should 
contact the instructor and the Office of Disability Services (B-1 Van Housen Hall; 753-2066) during the first two 
weeks of class. The Office of Disability Services will provide information and review appropriate arrangements 
for reasonable accommodations. 
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Psy 350 (section 001) 

Psychology of Language 

Department of Psychology, SUNY Cortland 

 

Course Schedule & Other Important Dates 

 

Week Dates Topic Readings 

1 8/30-9/3 
M: Introduction I: Interdisciplinary psycholinguistics 
W&F: Introduction II: Linguistics for psychologists 

Carroll Chapter 1 
Carroll Chapter 2 

2 9/6-9/10 
M: No Class (Labor Day) 
W&F: Introduction II: Linguistics for psychologists 

 
Carroll Chapter 2 

3 9/13-9/17 Introduction III: Psychology for linguists Carroll Chapter 3 
4 9/20-9/24 Language comprehension I: Perception Carroll Chapter 4 
5 9/27-10/1 Language comprehension II: Words Carroll Chapter 5 
6 10/4-10/8 Language comprehension III: Sentences Carroll Chapter 6 

7 10/11-10/15 
Language comprehension IV: Discourse 
F: No class (Fall Break) 

Carroll Chapter 7 

8 10/18-10/22 
Language production I: Speech production 
F: Exam 1 

Carroll Chapter 8 
Review Chapter 1-8 

9 10/25-10/29 Language production II: Conversation Carroll Chapter 9 
10 11/1-11/5 Language acquisition I: Early acquisition Carroll Chapter 10 
11 11/8-11/12 Language acquisition II: Bilingualism Carroll Chapter 11 
12 11/15-11/19 Language acquisition III: Feral children Carroll Chapter 12 

13 11/22-11/26 
M: Language in context I: Language & the brain 
W&F: No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 

Carroll Chapter 13 

14 11/29-12/3 
M&W: Language in context II: Language Evolution 
F: Language in context III: Language & culture 

Carroll Chapter 13 
Carroll Chapter 14 

15 12/6-12/10 Summary: Language in humans, animals, robots and aliens Review all 
 TBA Cumulative final exam Review Everything 

Note: This schedule is always subject to revision. 
 


