
 

                               Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences 
                                              Clinical Practicum 1  SHH 480 
 
Course Information                                   Professor Information 
Credit Hours: 2                                          Name of Instructors: Ms. Mary Emm  
Semester/Year: Spring 2011                                                             
Location: Park Center Rm. 1101                     Phone:  758-5035 
Office Location:  Professional                    email: mary.emm@cortland.edu 
Studies Building Rm. 2228                          Office Hours: T 1:45-3:30, W 9:30-11, TR 1:45-       
                                                                     3:30 or by appt. 
 
                                                                      
School of Professional Studies Dean's Office
John Cottone, Interim Dean 
Eileen Gravani, Associate Dean 
Professional Studies Bldg. 
607-753-2701(2) 
  
                                              
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 
 
Meyer, S.M.  (2004). Survival Guide for the Beginning Speech-Language Clinician.  
Gaithersburg, Maryland:  Aspen. 
 
Required Handouts: Please pick up the packet at the bookstore 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS:  
Dwight, D.M. (2006)  Here’s How To Do Therapy. San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing Inc. 
 
RECOMMENDED READINGS: 
 
Nelson, C.D.  (1995)  Practical Procedures for Children with Language Disorders.  Newton, MA:  
Butterworth-Heinsmann  (This text has gone out of print but I have not found a good 
replacement yet). Therefore I will keep the readings and have a book on reserve in the library 
and in the clinic reception office. I am sorry for the inconvenience but on the positive side, you 
will save a few $’s. Students have reported that they enjoy this book because of its practical 
nature.  
 
 American Speech-Language Hearing Association (2010, January 1 ). Code of Ethics (revised)   
www.asha.org 
     
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Principles and techniques of case management, including 
designing individualized/differentiated programs for persons with speech/language, motor, 
developmental, behavioral, and sensory impairments.  Emphasis on writing behavioral objectives 
and lesson plans, prioritizing goals, developing therapy strategies, analyzing behavior and 
behavior management strategies, assessing learning outcomes, and writing clinical reports.  A 

 



 

required clinical observation experience is integrated with classroom instruction to facilitate the 
transition from theory to practice. 
 
COURSE ATTENDANCE POLICY:  All clinical practicum class meetings are mandatory.  
Unexcused absences will be deducted from your grade.  The College handbook guidelines allow 
you two such absences; then 1/10 of a letter grade for each additional unexcused absence can be 
subtracted from your final grade.  A minimum of 5-10 observation hours must be completed at 
the Center for Speech and Hearing Disorders as part of SHH 480 requirements.  The additional 
20 hours (total of 25 hours minimum) must be handed in by the first class of SHH 481 (next 
semester) or you will not be able to continue in SHH 481. It is encouraged that you complete 
these outside hours at the undergraduate level even if you are in the SHS major and possibly not 
taking 481. You can then take these observation hours with you to graduate school.  
There will also be a mandatory meeting with the clinic secretary to review clinic procedures. 
Please obtain a note/handout partner at the beginning of the semester who will obtain notes/ 
handouts for you if you need to miss class. 
Please turn off your cell phones at the beginning of each class. If there is a personal emergency 
in which the phone needs to be in use, discuss this with your instructor.  
Volunteers will be requested to have phones on for college emergency purposes. Texting in class 
is unacceptable and for each occurrence, one point will be removed from the next exam. If you 
are someone who texted in class, please do not expect this instructor to write you a letter of 
recommendation as this issue will need to be included.  
All assignments are due as written on the syllabus by the beginning of class. Late assignments 
will not be accepted after that date and a 0 will be assigned unless it has been discussed with the 
instructor PRIOR to the due date. 
This instructor is more than willing to meet with you outside of class to answer any questions or 
spend more time on a certain subject. Please respect office hour times and/or schedule an 
appointment. 
Re-takes for the course are granted only as seats are available during the drop-add registration 
period and with permission of the department.  
 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
Final grades will be computed as follows: 
4 Exams: 
     Test 1                                        15% 
     Test 2                                        15% 
     Test 3                                        20% 
     Test 4                                        20% 
Observation Reports                    15% 
Case Presentations                       10% 
Assignments/Quiz                          5% 
 
Several outside readings, may be required and information from these will be included on tests.  
There will be a mandatory orientation meeting set up at the clinic for your benefit. The time will 
be announced. There will be a short clinic quiz regarding the clinic rules given with Test 1. 
 
 

 



 

LEARNING GOALS: 
-To develop an understanding of the components of an intervention program, regardless of the 
disorder addressed. 
 -To learn methods of manipulating intervention program components and teaching strategies in 
order to design the most appropriate programming for each client to maximize potential. 
-  To learn methods for delineating and prioritizing goals. 
-To learn behavior management models. 
-To write behavioral objectives and lessons plans. 
-To write SOAP notes 
-To develop a basic understanding of professional ethics. 
-To develop observation skills for the treatment process. 
-To write reflections regarding observation of the treatment process.  
-To apply the above information during problem based learning experiences.    
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Observations:  Students will be paired with one or two (if the 
schedule allows) SHH 481 clinicians for an intensive observational experience.   Clinicians are 
to be observed a minimum of once a week.(again if the schedule allows) The only excuse for 
missing an observation is illness, or cancellation of both therapy sessions for one of your clients 
for that week. Then the observation time should be made up either by watching another client’s 
session, or watching your assigned client twice the following week. This is explained in class. 
There is an observation theatre in the clinic and a schedule will be posted. You will need to 
consistently observe one to two clients for assignment purposes. If you would like to observe 
other sessions, that is allowed as well.  
 
INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS:  

1. Students will regularly attend class, attend to information and participate in discussions. 
2. Students will ask questions to obtain knowledge as necessary. 
3. Students will perform at their optimal levels for all graded assignments/exams. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
GRADES are computed as follows: 
A+  97 and above                                     B+    87-89 
A    93-96                                                 B       83-86 
A-   90-92                                                 B-     80-82 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you 
are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Disability 
Services Office located Van Hoesen Hall, Room B-1or call 753-2066 for an appointment.  
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be 
made as soon as possible.   
 
 

 



 

ACADEMIC  INTEGRITY: 
“The College is an academic community which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty.  All members of the academic community have 
an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  For more information on 
academic integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College 
Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor.” 
 
TEACHER EDUCATION INTEGRITY: 
If during your enrollment at SUNY Cortland you are convicted of a crime and/or have any 
judicial or academic integrity violations, you must notify you school’s associate dean at once. 
Failure to do so may result in your dismissal from the teacher education program.  Failure to 
provide truthful information may result in your dismissal from the teacher education program 
and may result in academic dishonesty charges (Source; SUNY Cortland Teacher Education 
application). 
 
Resource Bibliography: 
Center for Speech and Hearing Disorders, SUNY @ Cortland Clinic Manual. Updated 2010. 
 
American Speech-Language Hearing Association (2010, January 1 ). Code of Ethics (revised)  
www.asha.org 
 
Hegde, M.N. & Davis, D. (1995) Clinical Methods and Practicum in Speech-Language 
Pathology 2nd edition.  Singular Publishing Group, Inc.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE/TOPICS:   
CF-LO Numbers represent Teacher Education Standards. Students please don’t confuse 
with reading assignments that are in (   )   
 
Week     Date             Topics/Activities                          Exam/Assignment Due         Notes 
                                                                                                     Readings 
Section 1:                                                                                  
  1 1/24/11 Introduction to the course, 

Confidentiality 
(Read Code of Ethics 
on ASHA’s website) 
 

 

  1    1/26/11 Observation Reports Given out, 
other assignments explained 

  

2 1/31/11 Ethics, Scenarios     CF-LO 6     Chapter 1, Nelson     
2 2/2/11 Therapeutic Process,    CF-LO 3,12 Chapter 1 & 4 Dwight 

Chapter 2&3 Nelson 
 

3 2/7/11 Obtaining Language and  
Phonological Samples 

  

3 2/9/11 Special Populations  CF-LO 3,6   
4 2/14/11  Test 1/Clinic Quiz  

 
 
 

 



 

Week     Date             Topics/Activities                          Exam/Assignment Due         Notes 
                                                                                                     Readings                                                               
 
Section 2: 
4 2/16/11 Choosing Target Behaviors     CF-

LO 3 
  

5 2/21/11 Choosing Target Behaviors cont. 
problem based learning 

  

5 2/23/11 Baseline Testing, practice    CF-LO 
12 

  

6 2/28/11 Task Sequencing and Task Analysis    
CF-LO 3 

  

6 3/2/11 cont. & practice   
7 3/7/11  Test 2  
 
Section 3:                  
7 3/9/11 Long Term Objectives   CF-LO 3   
8 3/21/11 Long Term Objectives cont., 

practice/group 
  

8 3/23/11 Review assignments, Short Term 
Objectives 

 
Chapters 1&2, Meyer 

 

8 3/25/11  
                                  
 

Friday meeting with 481 
class re: presentations 
12:30-1:30 in clinic. 
Meet in Library         

 

9 3/28/11 Short Term Objectives cont. & 
practice  CF-LO 3 

                              
 

 

9 3/30/11 STO practice cont.  Lesson Plans, 
write lesson plan CF-LO 3     
 

Chapter 5, Meyer      

10 4/4/11 Lesson Plans, write lesson plan cont.   
10 4/6/11 SOAP notes   CF-LO 3   
11 4/11/11  Test # 3    
 
Section 4: 
 
11 4/13/11 Case Presentations                  Case Presentations-

Groups 
 

12 4/18/11 Case Presentations, Behavior 
Management 

Case Presentations-
Groups 

 

12 
 
                           
 

4/20/11 
 

Behavior Management   CF-
LO 3,10 
 

Observation Reports 
DUE   
Chapter 4, Nelson 
Chapter 5, Nelson,  
Chapter 7, Meyer 
Chapters5 & 6 Dwight   

 

 



 

 

                                        
 

13 4/25/11 Behavior Management, 
problem based learning    

  

13 4/27/11 Teaching Techniques CF-LO 
3,4,5,10    

  

14 5/2/11 Teaching Techniques    
14 5/4/11  Planning Activities CF-LO 

3,10,8 
  

15 5/9/11 Planning Activities   
Final- Tuesday 5/17 

@ 
8:00-
10:00 

 Test 4, Final  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 


