
 

               State University of New York College at Cortland 
                Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences 
                                       SHH 477 Diagnostics 
 
Course Information                                  Professor Information 
3 Credit Hours                                             Instructor: Mary Emm  
Spring Semester 2011                                      Email: mary.emm@cortland.edu 
Class 1:T/ TR: 11:40-12:55                          Office: Professional Studies Building 2228 
Professional Studies 1136                                         Office Hours: T: 1:45-3:30, W: 9:30-11, 
Telephone: 758-5035                                   TR: 1:45-3:30 or by appt                                                                     
. 
School of Professional Studies Dean's Office
John Cottone, Interim Dean 
Eileen Gravani, Associate Dean 
Professional Studies Bldg. 
607-753-2701(2) 
  
Required Textbooks:  Shipley, Kenneth & McAfee, Julie;  Assessment in Speech-Language 
Pathology  A Resource Manual  4rd Edition. 
 
Recommended Text: Ezell, H. & Justice L.  The Syntax Handbook 2nd edition Pro-ed 2008 
 
Required Materials: Large Loose Leaf notebook, packet of Test protocols (available at 
McDonald Building office), packet of handouts for Diagnostic Desk Reference (available at 
bookstore) 
 
Required Reading is online on elearning 
 
Course Description: The diagnostic process in communication disorders within a multicultural 
and historical framework.  Emphasis on evaluation/reporting procedures, including choice and 
administration of standardized instruments, functional and learning outcome assignment, 
language sample analysis and diagnostic report writing in the preschool and school aged 
population.  Prerequisite:  SHH 370. 
 
Course Attendance Policy:  Attendance will be taken and only 3 unexcused absences are 
allowed before your grade will be lowered. The College handbook allows you 3 absences and 
then 1/10th of a letter grade for each additional unexcused absence will be subtracted from your 
final grade. Regular class attendance is necessary for successful completion of this course. You 
are responsible to make up any material from any missed classes.  All assignments are due as 
written on the syllabus and are due at the beginning of the class. Late assignments will not be 
accepted after that date and a 0 will be issued unless it had been discussed with the instructor 
prior to the due date. There are no make up exams unless there is a documented illness or family 
emergency and the instructor is notified prior.  This instructor is willing to meet with you to 
answer any questions or further review information. Please respect office hours and/or schedule 
an appointment.  

 



 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal  
all aspects of the federal American with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you are a student in SHH 477 with a disability and wish to request 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services located in B40 VH or call 753-
2066 for an appointment.  Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential.  
Because many accommodations require early planning, request for accommodations should be 
made as soon as possible. You must follow the Office of Disabilities procedures such as 
notifying this instructor in a timely manner for the accommodations to be expected.  Any 
requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine the 
appropriateness to the setting.  
 
Academic Dishonesty:  The College is an academic community which values academic integrity 
and takes seriously its responsibility for upholding academic honesty.  All members of the 
academic community have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. 
Academic dishonesty can occur in many ways, and includes but is not limited to plagiarism, 
cheating on examinations, submitting the same paper for two different classes, falsifying 
documents and data, and destruction or unauthorized removal of library materials.  
For more information on academic integrity and how academic dishonesty can occur, please 
refer to the College Handbook, the College Catalog, the Code of Student Conduct and Related 
Policies, or as your instructor. 
 
Course Goals:  This course is designed to be a “hands-on” practical experience.  The goals are 
to provide you with: 
1.  an understanding of the diagnostic process and procedures for differential diagnosis of 
communication disorders; 
2.  a working knowledge of several common assessment tools through critical review of tests in 
relation to reliability, validity, application and limitation. 
3.  the skill to differentially select assessment tools appropriate to various clients and situations; 
4.  an appreciation of the ethical obligations in assessment. 
 
Enabling Objectives/Rationales for assignments & topics:   
1.  Students will demonstrate understanding of articulation assessment through phonological 
process analysis and written summary of an articulation instrument. 
 
2.  Student will demonstrate understanding of standardized language test instrumentation through 
presentation, scoring and written summary of test design, standardization, application and 
limitations.  
 
3. Student will demonstrate understanding of evaluation of oral-peripheral structure and function 
through in-class demonstration and written summary of an oral-peripheral examination. 
 
4.  Student will demonstrate understanding of informal language sampling, its uses and 
limitations in assessment, through analysis and written summary of provided language samples. 
 
5.  Students will compile a Diagnostic Desk Reference (DDR) that will include hand-outs from 

 



 

class, test review summaries and language sample analysis information. 
 
6.  Students will demonstrate ability to integrate diagnostic information through scoring, 
analyzing and interpreting presented test/observational data and case history information.  
Students will present integrated information in a professional report.  
 
 INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS:  

1. Students will regularly attend class, attend to information and participate in discussions. 
2. Students will ask questions to obtain knowledge as necessary. 
3. Students will perform at their optimal levels for all graded assignments/exams. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 
Readings:  Assigned readings should be completed by the dates assigned since they will be 
included as part of class discussion and activities.  Make sure to also become aware of the 
information in your DDR packet. There are several articles assigned and they are posted on 
elearning online. 
There is also an elearning link titled “grammar” which has at least one link to a page for 
grammar review if you think this may be helpful. 
 
Final Exam Date:   This course requires a take-home final examination, therefore you will not 
be taking an exam during finals week for this course.  
 
Course Requirements/ Evaluation of Student Performance: 
Your grade will consist of your performance in the following areas: 
                                                                                       Points 
     3 open book examinations (100 points each)            300 
     1 take home final examination                                  300 
     1 practical exam(scoring & interpreting 
                                      clinic instruments)                    100 
     1 practical exam  (administering & scoring)             100   
     Diagnostic Desk Reference                                       150 
     Oral Peripheral Demonstration                                    25 
     2 Quizzes                                                                       15                
     Case                                                                             10 
                                                                                        ____ 
                                                                 Total:            1000 
 
Extra Credit: There will be up to 5 extra credit points available above the 1000 points. You can 
work on these at any point in time and turn them in either separately or all at once. They need to 
be turned in by May 3rd. Again, they are extra credit and so you do not need to complete them. 
The extra credit will be based on different questions that you may ask. You should always be 
asking yourself questions, questioning something that you may not know, questioning something 

 



 

that you have learned or forming hypothesis as part of critical thinking. For this extra credit, you 
may turn in up to five (5) questions that you have developed as part of your learning this 
semester in this course. The question must be beyond basic question of something that you didn’t 
understand in class as those questions should be asked at that time. Points will only be awarded if 
you can ask questions that go beyond the basic.  Examples are below and cannot be used for this 
credit.  
Questions not to use: 1. At what age should the phonological process of final consonant deletion 
be suppressed?  2. Why would you use the Test of Language Development-Primary 4?  
Questions to ask/use: 1. If I were given only one hour to complete an evaluation, how do I 
prioritize? Or what would I choose for that particular case? 2. How do you obtain information 
from parents when you are working in the schools? 3. What is the meaning of _______? (if you 
ask a vocabulary or term question, you also need to show that you determined the answer by 
looking it up and answering your question) 4. If a child shows these patterns of errors in 
preschool, what might I expect when they enter school?  
  
Case: There will be a case that you complete for a maximum of 10 points. The case will be given 
at the end of the semester when the material has been covered. You will have time to problem 
solve your answers and turn them in the next class with a brief discussion. The points will be 
based on completion of and participation in the assignment.  
      
Quizzes: There are also quizzes. (15 points) There is one for phonology (5 pts.) and one for 
language. (10 pts.) Both will be given as posted on the schedule. The one on phonology is 
labeling phonological processes. There is a study guide on elearning for language. The quiz will 
be a review of language structures. Your DDR and the online links (“under grammar”) and 
previous courses may help you to review these structures. The quiz will be timed and you will 
have 5 minutes to answer 10 multiple choice questions. 
 
Open Book Examinations: Each open book examination will require an analysis of a speech 
language sample featuring one of the areas noted in the course outline plus short answer 
questions requiring interpretation of diagnostic procedures based on a specific case. Students’ 
analysis will be based on developmental norms; strengths and weaknesses will be noted, 
hypotheses will be developed and, as appropriate, differentiation will be made between a 
disorder and a difference.   You may bring notes, textbooks, your DDR---anything but someone 
else to help you. Open book exams are not as easy as you may think so make sure you know 
where the information you may be looking for is located. You should have an idea of what to 
expect from the cases practiced in class. (100 points each)    
 
Take Home Final:  Your take home final will include a speech/language sample that you will 
analyze for strengths and weaknesses in possibly all areas (phonology, morphology, syntax, 
semantics, and pragmatics).  From additional case history information provided about the case, 
you will write a diagnostic report following the approved clinic style. Test protocols, case history 
and language samples will be provided.  You will have three (4) weeks to complete it with 
specific dates for specific sections.  You may use any resources you wish but you must work 
independently and sign a statement to that effect. Further information will be provided on this 
assignment.  This must be typed.  There is an example on elearning to use as a guide.  (300 
points) 

 



 

Practical Exam-Scoring a Clinical Instrument:  Given a completed protocol (test sheet) and 
appropriate tables, students will score one clinic test or subtests that will include marking the 
basal and ceiling items (if appropriate) and computing percentile ranks, standard scores and age 
equivalents. (you will only be given the client’s responses)  You will also need to interpret the 
results from the test and also the Bell curve. (if appropriate)  The clinic instrument for this exam 
will be the:  Test of Language Development (TOLD P-4).  (100 points)   
 
Practical Exam- Administration and Scoring:  Given the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test 
IVA (PPVT IVA) you will be administering a section of the exam given a partner and will then 
need to score it correctly. This will be done during a class period with assignments given by the 
instructor.  When you are not administering, you will be the “client”. Your “client will have an 
answer sheet with responses.  Your partner will have a different answer key so it does not matter 
who chooses to demonstrate first. You will need to know how to do the basal and ceiling and 
stop appropriately. I will make the administration fairly short due to time constraints. Once you 
have both administered, then you will have several minutes to score the rest of the exam. You do 
not have to fill in all front sheet information, just the raw score.  This needs to be taken seriously 
as a clinician to a client. Further information will be provided.  (100 points)    
 
Diagnostic Desk Reference (DDR):  This reference will be compiled in a loose leaf notebook 
during the semester.  This will be separate from the one you use to take lecture notes.  Your 
DDR will include a few test protocols and a packet that you need to obtain from the bookstore. 
You may also want to copy some of the Tables in your text to include in your copy. Also be 
aware of the copyright laws. The DDR will be one of your main sources of information for the 
open book exams later in the semester and for Clinic II. You should arrange material so that you 
find what you need quickly and efficiently.  Remember this DDR is a resource for you so it is 
only as helpful as you make it. Grading of this includes organization and pertinent materials 
added. Further information will be provided.   
 
Oral Peripheral:  This topic will be discussed in lecture.  Students will then be given time to 
review the material and perhaps want to practice together on your own before demonstration in 
the following class. Demonstration will be completed in pairs in which students will administer 
an oral peripheral examination. The group will be completing this together; it will not be 
individual presentations. You need to administer this as a clinician to a client and should be 
taken seriously. A checklist will be completed by the instructor to assign the grade.   
  
Misc.: Your exams are part of the college official records and need to be retained. After you 
have reviewed them, they need to be given back to your instructor. Failure to do so will result in 
a 0 on that exam.  
Please turn off your cell phones prior to class to avoid disruptions. Volunteers will be requested 
in the beginning of this course to keep their phones on the silencer in order for the class to be 
aware of any college emergency.  There is also no texting in class. For every occurrence, one 
point will be taken away from your total grade points. Please do not ask this instructor for a letter 
of recommendation if you have texted in class as it will need to be documented in that letter. 
Retakes for the course are granted only as seats are available during drop-add registration period, 
and with permission of the department.  
                     

 



 

Grading System:  
A+   970-1000(97-100)             A  926-969 (92.6-96.9)          A-  900-925(90-92.5) 
B+   870-899                             B  826-869                              B-  800-825 
C+   770-799                             C  726-769                             C-   700-725 
D+   670-699                             D  626-669                             D-   600-625 
E  599 and below 

 
 

SHH 477 Diagnostics Outline 
 
Week     Date                      Topics/Activities                              Exam/Assignment Due                 Notes 
                                                                                                                   Readings 
   
1 1/25/11 Introduction and Course Overview          

                  DDR initial sheets 
 

  

1 1/27/11 Case History/Interviewing, 
Administering Standardized Tests           
 Develop questions     NCATE 1,8,12      
 

Chapter 2,3,4 Appendix 2A-C    
 

 

2 2/1/11 Administering Standardized Tests 
cont., Psychometric Properties   
NCATE 1,12 

Chapter 1 Psychometric 
Properties,  Two readings on 
elearning, Screening vs. 
Diagnostic, Oral Peripheral  
 

 

2 2/3/11 Oral Peripheral                                 
NCATE 1,6,8,12                                      
 

Chapter 6, Chapter 8, Chapter 
7                                                   

 

3 2/8/11 Oral Peripheral Demonstrations               
               Pragmatics                                 
 

Demonstrations  

3 2/10/11 Pragmatics cont. ,Evaluating 
Phonology                                

Chapter 7                                      

4 2/15/11 Evaluating Phonology                              
Review Goldman Fristoe 2  
 

  

4 2/17/11 Evaluating Phonology                              Quiz  
 
5 
 

2/22/11 
 

Evaluating Phonology  
Dialectical Variations in Phonology 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
5 
 

 

2/24/11 

 

Evaluating Phonology  
Dialectical Variations in Phonology 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

  
 6  

3/1/11 
 

Cases and Articulation Chart 
 

  
 

  6 3/3/11  EXAM #1 Phonology                 
 

 

  7 3/8/11 Evaluating Morphology                           
                 Language Sampling                
                 NCATE  1,6,8,12                    
 

Chapter 8                                      

7 
      

3/10/11 
 

 
Evaluating  Morphology & Syntax          

 
Quiz 

 
 

8 3/22/11 Evaluating Morphology & Syntax   
 
8 

3/24/11 
 

Evaluating Morphology & Syntax 
Problem based learning cases 

 
 

 
 

9 
 

3/29/11 
 

Evaluating Morphology & Syntax 
Problem based learning cases 

 
 

 
 

9 3/31/11 Evaluating Morphology & Syntax 
Problem based learning cases 

  

10 
 

4/5/11 
 

 
 

EXAM MORPHOLOGY & 
SYNTAX PART 1 (MLU and 
marking chart) 
Final Exams given out               

 
 

10 4/7/11  EXAM MORPHOLOGY & 
SYNTAX PART 2                 
(analysis & interpretation)       
DDR Due by noon   
Please drop off @ Ms. 
Emm’s office by 4:00 p.m.        
                                                    
 

 

11 4/12/11 Writing Diagnostics, Practice writing 
standardized testing and assessment 
summary                                                   
 NCATE  1,10,12,13                                
 

Identifying & Background        
 Information Section of             
 Final Due                                   
Chapter 5 

 

 
12 4/14/11 Evaluating Semantics, PPVT IV-A, 

Exam review    NCATE 1,8,12, 13 
  

12 4/19/11 Catch up, Scoring and Interpreting a 
Test,  

                                                   
 

 

13 4/21/11 Looking over standardized tests cont. 
(if needed), Cases, Evaluating the 
School Age student ,   NCATE 
1,2,3,6,8,12  
 

Scoring Exam, 
 Phonology Section of Final 
Due                                             
 

 

13 4/26/11                                                                                                 
                                                   

 

 

14 4/28/11  Administering Test  
14 5/3/11  Administering Test,  

 



 

Complete Final Exams              
Due                                              
                                                   

 
15 5/5/11 Evaluating the School Age student 

cont.                             
  

15 5/10/11 Evaluating the School Age student 
cont.                             

  

 
                                                                                                       
   
               
                                                                                                                                                       
 
                                                                                              
 
                                                                  
                 
 
 

 


