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Instructor Information     Course Information 
 
Credits: 3      Name: Brent Thomas Wilson, Ph.D. 
Semester: Spring 2011    Office: PRST 2203 
Location: PRST 1105     Phone: 607-758-5033 
Time: 8:30-9:45     Office Hours: Tuesday 10-11:30 
         Wednesday 1-2 
         (or by appointment) 
       Email: brent.wilson@cortland.edu 
 
   
Writing Fellows are students who excel at writing and have been trained to provide helpful feedback on 
their peers' papers. A Writing Fellow is assigned to a specific course whose professor has requested to 
participate in the program.  The Fellow then works with each student in the course each time a paper is 
assigned. Fellows read and respond to drafts; they do not grade papers.  Using written comments and 
face- to- face conferences, they help students focus, develop, and organize their writing. Fellows are not 
teaching assistants who instruct students on the subject matter of the assigned course. They are attentive 
readers who offer students advice for revising a paper before it is handed in to the professor for a grade. 
 
Course Description 
“Disorders of articulation/phonology and language are explored within a multicultural 
framework of normal patterns of acquisition and use. Includes behavioral disorders, learning 
disabilities, delayed or limited cognitive development, safety and accessibility issues of people 
with disabilities, physical, cognitive, and affective characteristics of persons with disabilities and 
the impact of culture and social economic status. Paper(s) requiring research using word-
processing and Internet access are required. Prerequisites: SHH 270, 280 and 300.” 
 
Course Attendance/Participation  
The instructor will not take attendance. However, examinations are based on lecture notes and class 
exercises, so students are strongly encouraged to attend all class sessions. It is the student’s responsibility 
to obtain notes in the event of an absence. Students are also responsible for learning about any 
announcements made by the instructor during class. Please note that office hours are designed to address 
specific questions any student may have about the material presented. 
If a student is unable to take an exam or turn in a paper at the scheduled time, a make-up examination will 
be allowed or you can turn in a late assignment, but only with written verification of a legitimate excuse 
(a medical certificate signed by a certified medical doctor or a documented family emergency are 
acceptable excuses for missing an examination). The instructor should be notified in advance of the 
absence in order for the student to be eligible for a make-up exam and he/she must be able to provide 
verification of the legitimacy of the absence. When the student has permission to reschedule, the 
instructor will schedule it at a time agreeable to both individuals. 

 
Out of respect for myself and your classmates, please do not show up late for class.  Also, if you 



should miss an exam or a due date, you MUST have official documentation presented to me 
before you are allowed to make up any work for credit. 
 
Absence due to participation in approved College activities are excused absences.  These 
absences must be documented as stated in the Class Attendance Policy for Intercollegiate 
Athletes or the Class Attendance Policy for Approved Absences for College Activities. 
 
CELL PHONE/LAPTOP POLICY 
There is a zero tolerance policy for texting/cell phone use in class. Cell phones may be left on 
vibrate for emergency notification purposes only. Cell phones MUST be in your backpack and 
off your desk at all times.  If you expect an important phone call, please inform me before class 
and quietly excuse yourself when you receive it. For every instance of texting/cell phone usage 
that the instructor observes during lecture, 3% will be deducted from the overall grade. Laptops 
are allowed to be used for taking notes during class.  Realize that they are ONLY for taking 
notes, should other things be done with the laptop during class (internet, games, etc.) then 3% 
will be deducted from your overall grade in the course and you will not be allowed to use one for 
the remainder of the semester in this class. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.   If you 
are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Disability 
Services Office located in Van Hoesen Hall, Room B-1 or call 753-2066 for an appointment.  
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be 
made as soon as possible. 
 
Required Texts 
Bauman-Waengler, T. (2008). Articulatory & phonological impairments: A clinical  
 focus (3rd edition).  Needham Heights: MA: Allyn and Bacon. 
 
Reed, V. (2005). An introduction to children with language disorders (3rd edition).  
 Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 
 
Highly Recommended 
American Psychological Association (2002). Publication manual, 5th edition. Washington, DC:  
 authors. (or newer edition) 
 
Goals/Objectives of the Course 

• Students will develop skills necessary to think and write critically using APA style 
guidelines so that they will succeed in graduate studies. (CF: Knowledge Base; NCATE: 
Standard 1) 

• Students will become acquainted with contemporary theories of phonology and how 
these theories relate to normal and disordered development. (CF: Knowledge Base; 
NCATE: Standard 1) 



• Students will acquire the ability to distinguish language and speech disorders from 
differences based on culture and socioeconomic status. (CF: Knowledge Base & 
Diversity; NCATE: Standard 1 & 4) 

• Students will learn techniques for proper diagnosis of articulation and language 
(including phonology) disorders. (CF: Knowledge Base & Assessment; NCATE: 
Standard 1) 

• Students will learn when and how to utilize specific, research-based intervention 
techniques to address articulation and language (including phonological) concerns. (CF: 
Knowledge Base; NCATE: Standard 1) 

• Students will learn factors that cause or influence articulation and language (including 
phonological) disorders. (CF: Knowledge Base;  NCATE: Standard1) 

• Students will learn typical characteristics/defining features of children who have been 
diagnosed as having concomitant disorders such as Pervasive Developmental Disorders, 
Learning Disabilities, and Cognitive Disorders. (CF: Knowledge Base; NCATE: 
Standard 1 & 4) 

 
 
Academic Integrity 
 “The College is an academic community which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. For more information on academic 
integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College Catalog, 
and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor." 
 
Writing Assignments 
Since this course is writing intensive, there will be writing assignments throughout the semester.  
Each writing assignment will have a small list of MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS (in relation to 
pages and style), each paper must AT LEAST meet these requirements.  Because writing 
intensive courses necessitate a specific number of pages, any paper that does not meet these 
standards will not receive a grade higher than a 59%.  Each paper will also be graded using (at 
least) the following: 

• Accuracy of information 
• Inclusion of main points 
• Organization (use of transitions; relation to main points) 
• Mechanics (Spelling, punctuation, grammar) 
• Semantic choices 
• Summarization of information 
• References cited appropriately (for quotes, paraphrasing, and reference section) 

 
Each writing assignment will have a due date, these are to be viewed as deadlines and NO paper 
will be accepted if it is late (without official documentation).  Rough drafts will also be used for 
various assignments, these drafts MUST be turned in with the final paper, or it will not be 
graded. 
 
PLAGARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED, any instance of perceived plagiarism will be 
treated as the serious infraction that it is.  A paper that has any plagiarism will receive a 



maximum score of ZERO and the student responsible for the paper may be summoned and 
required to appear before the Judicial Affairs Committee.  Please note the procedure of 
Academic Grievance outlined in the College Handbook.  
 
Grading 
Exam 1  15% 
Exam 2  15% 
Exam 3  15% 
Final Exam  15% 
Article summary 1 5% 
Article summary 2 5% 
Article synthesis 10% 
Research Paper 20% 
   100% 
 
Grade Range for Course 
 
A+ = 97.00 and above    C+ = 77.00 to 79.99 
A = 93.00 to 96.99     C = 73.00 to 76.99 
A- = 90.00 to 92.99     C- = 70.00 to 72.99 
B+ = 87.00 to 89.99     D+ = 67.00 to 69.99 
B = 83.00 to 86.99     D = 63.00 to 66.99 
B- = 80.00 to 82.99     D- = 60.00 to 62.99 

E = 59.99 and lower 
 
Exams:  Exams will be based upon course lectures, assignments and readings.  Also, while 
exams are not necessarily explicitly cumulative, students will need to apply concepts and ideas 
from earlier material to later material for a comprehensive understanding of course content.  I 
will attempt to return all exams within one week of the exam date (with hopefully rare 
exceptions), please notice though that your raw score may be rounded up to a percentage point 
even though all exams are rounded to 2 decimal places (so please keep track of your raw score). 
 
Professor’s disclaimer 
I reserve the right to change/modify this syllabus at any time (without notice) for the benefit of 
the course and learning. I also promise to be Firm, Fair, and Friendly (in that order), if you feel 
concerned about class in any way, please come and talk with me and hopefully we can reach an 
understanding.  Remember, respect generates respect!  
 
Tentative Topic Outline 
1/25- introduction 
1/27- intro to writing 
2/1- transcription review/ phonology vs. articulation 
 Artic book chapter 1 
2/3- Phonological theories- chapter 4 
2/8- Phonological processes- chapter 5  
2/9- Speech differences/dialects  



2/15- Speech differences/ dialects Writing assignment 1 due 
2/17- EXAM 1 
2/22- Phonological disorders/motor speech disorders chapter 10 
2/24- chapter 10 continued 
3/1- Phonological/ speech assessment- chapter 6 &7- writing assignment 2 due 
3/3- Chapters 6 &7 continued-  
3/8- Diagnosis/ interpretation 
3/10- Intervention chapters 8 &9 Article synthesis draft due 
3/12-3/30 Spring Break 
3/22- Chapters 8 &9 continued  
3/24- EXAM 2 
3/29- Review of normal language Final article synthesis due 
3/31- Late Talkers/ Risk Factors/ SLI 
   Reed: chapter 3  
4/5- Learning Disabilities- chapter 4 
4/7- Cognitive Impairments- chapter 6-  
4/12- Chapter 6 continued  Draft research paper due 
4/14- EXAM 3 
4/19- Emotional concerns chapter 9 
4/21- Autism chapter 7 
4/26- Chapter 7 continued 
4/28- TBI- final research paper due 
5/3- Assessment Chapter 13 
5/5- Intervention 14 
5/10- Intervention 
Final exam- 5/14 8-10am (Scheduled by Registrar) 
 
The above are estimates of dates and material covered.  It depends on the student participation as 
to what will be covered. 
 
Additional resources may be used by the professor throughout the semester, when they are used you are 
more than welcome to have the reference for your notes, please ask. 
 
Class Participation: Active listening and thoughtful contributions are expected.  All 
questions and comments are welcome and will be reflected upon rather than criticized.  
Sideline conversations are impolite and will NOT be well received.  If you find you have 
questions/concerns/comments after the class is over, use the e-mail to communicate them.  You 
will receive a response.  I truly care about your concerns and I want you to learn this 
information.  It is another exciting part of our professions.  You can also talk with me after class 
if there is time, see me during office hours or make a special appointment.  
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