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Course Information:      Professor Information: 
Credit hours:  3      Michael J. Pitcher, MS, CCC-A 
Semester: Spring 2011      Phone:  758-5036 
Location:  Van Hoesen B0134           Office: Professional Studies Bldg 2229 
Time:  8:30-9:45 T, Th      Office Hours:  Mon. 9-11 
                              Wed. 1-4 
                                                                                                                    Or by appointment 

                 Email: michael.pitcher@cortland.edu   
                     AOL IM: mpitch1 

TEXTS (required):  
     Owens, R., Metz, D. & Farinella, K. (2011). Introduction to Communication Disorders: 
ALife Span Evidence-Based Perspective, (4th ed.) Boston, MA: Pearson 
 
 
Additional assigned readings may be introduced in class and placed on reserve at the Library 
 
RESOURCE BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
     Gillam, Ronald B., Marquardt, Thomas P., and Martin, Frederick N. (2000). Comunication 
Sciences and Disorders: From Science to ClinicalPractice. San Diego, CA. Singular. 
     Shames, George H. and Anderson, Noma B. (2002). Human Communication Disorders: An 
Introduction. (6th ed.). Boston, MA. Allyn and Bacon. 
     Tanner, Dennis C. (2003). Exploring Communication Disorders: A 21st Century 
Introduction through Literature and Media. Boston, MA. Allyn and Bacon. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The basic processes of speech, language and hearing and the nature of communication disorders 
are discussed in terms of multidisciplinary approaches used in identification and intervention.  
Includes disorders of: language, learning, articulation, phonology, cognition, behavior, motor, 
voice, fluency and hearing.  An overview of the professions of Speech –Language Pathology and 
Audiology is presented. (3 sem. Hr.). 
 
 
 
COURSE ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
“It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses.  
As long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the student’s performance and not their 
attendance record that shall determine their course grades.  More than three unexcused absences 
will be considered excessive. Excessive unexcused absences will impact final grades such that 
final grades will NOT be rounded to the next highest grade in borderline cases.  ( e.g. if your 
grade is 79.9, you will receive a C+ and not be rounded up to B-) 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE: 
LEGEND:   
CF:  SUNY Corltand Conceptual Framework, LO: learning outcome;  INTASC: Interstate New 
Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium;  NCATE:  National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education; ASHA KASA: American Speech, Language, Hearing Association 
Knowledge and Skills Acquisition 
 
ASHA KASA Standards (applicable to this course) 
Standard III-B: Demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and swallowing 
processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and 
linguistic and cultural bases 
 
Standard III-C: Demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language, hearing, and 
communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their etiologies, 
characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic 
and cultural correlates. 
 
Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of 
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing 
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental, 
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders 
 
Students will: 

1. Know what communication is.       (CF: LO 2,3; INTASC 1,2;  NCATE 1, KASA III-B) 

2. Understand the normal processes of communication.       (CF: LO 2,3; INTASC 1,2;  NCATE 1, KASA III-
B) 

3. Know what language is, including its components.       (CF: LO 2,3; INTASC 1,2;  NCATE 1, KASA III-B) 

4. Know the various communication disorders that exist for both children and adults.       (CF: 
LO 2,3; INTASC 1,2;  NCATE 1, KASA III-C) 

5. Know about the profession of speech-language pathology and Audiology (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1, KASA III-D) 

6. Have a basic understanding of assessment and intervention options for specific 
communication disorders.       (CF: LO 2,3; INTASC 1,2;  NCATE 1, KASA III-D) 

 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 
EXAMS: 
There will be 4 exams, including the final exam.  Exams will comprise 85% of the course grade 
with the highest exam grade weighted 25% and remaining exam grades weighted 20% each.  
Exam format will be objective (multiple choice, matching, fill-in, etc.).  Adherence to the exam 
schedule is expected. Make-up exams will only be considered in cases of EXTREME, 
DOCUMENTED circumstance.  Absence from the exam must have been pre-authorized.   Under 
NO circumstance will a make up be allowed for late notification.  Exams remain the property of 
the instructor.  Once graded, exams will be returned to students, in class, for the purpose of 
providing feedback.  All exams will then be returned to the instructor so that the grades can be 
recorded.  If an exam is not returned at this time, a grade of "0" (zero) will be recorded. 
 
QUIZZES:  There will be 9 quizzes over the course of the semester.  The lowest quiz grade will 
be thrown out and the remaining 8 quizzes will be averaged.  The average quiz grade will be 
weighted 10 % toward your final grade. 



INDEPENDENT ACTIVITIES: 5% of your grade will be determined by your completion of 
independent activities listed below.  5 points of activities (of your choosing) are necessary to meet 
the 5% requirement.  Failure to complete the 5 point minimum will result in a final grade 
reduction of 1 complete letter grade. (ex. A "B" becomes a "C"). Upon completing the minimum 5 
points, you may choose an additional 3 points of activities as extra credit to be added to your final 
grade. Activities may not be repeated.   

 
Independent activities:   
• Job shadow as speech pathologist or audiologist (1-2 pts) (must be done during this 

current semester) Must be documented.  1-2 page reflection paper required.(see me for 
details) 

• Documented attendance at a seminar or conference related to communication disorders 
during the current semester (1-2 pts)(see me for details) 

• Documented involvement in a student organization related to communication disorders or 
children with special needs. Must submit list of specific activities that you have been 
involved with(1 pt) 

• Participate in a community service project to benefit children with special needs during 
the current semester.  1-2 page reflection paper required. Must be documented. (1 pt) 

• Watch movie that portrays an individual with a communication disorder (ex. Rain Man, I 
am Sam, Radio or movie of your choice (must be approved by instructor). Write a 2-3 
page paper reviewing the film and reflecting on the accuracy of the portrayal. (1 pt) 

• Develop a brochure for teachers depicting a timeline of speech and language development 
to assist the teacher in identifying children for referral to the speech therapist (1 pt) 

• Review and critique 3 websites for 2 different disorders (6 critiques total). (1 pt.) 
• Read and summarize a research article pertaining to a communication disorder in a 2 page 

paper. (1 pt.) 
• Remain completely non-verbal for a period of 8 consecutive daytime hours.  Write a 2 

page reflection on your experience (see me for details) (1 pt) 
• A project of student’s choice subject to pre-approval by instructor (1 pt.) 

 
GRADING: 
The following guidelines apply in assigning a letter grade for the course.  Good attendance and 
one's level of class participation will be considered when a student's average falls on the 
"borderline." 
 
A+   97-100              A   92.6-96.9             A-   90-92.5 
B+   87-89.9             B   82.6-86.9              B-   80-82.5 
C+   77-79.9             C   72.6-76.9              C-   70-72.5 
D+   67-69.9             D   62.6-66.9              D-   60-62.5         E   59.9 and below  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURSE SCHEDULE AND ACTIVITIES 
Date Topic Assigned Reading Standard 
1/25 Introduction / overview   
1/27 PROFESSIONS Text: chapter 1 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 

NCATE 1) 
2/1 Quiz, discussion, video 

exploration 
  

2/3 TYPICAL AND 
DISORDERED 
COMMUNICATION 

Text: chapter 2 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

2/8 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

2/10 ANATOMY AND 
PHYSIOLOGY OF 
THE SPEECH 
MECHANSISM 

Text: Chapter 3 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

2/15 Exam 1 Chapters 1, 2, 3, class notes and 
discussion 

 

2/17 ASSESSMENT AND 
INTERVENTION 

Text: Chapter 4 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

2/22 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

2/24 CHILDHOOD 
LANGUAGE 
IMPAIRMENT 

Text:  Chapter 5 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

 
3/1 

 
Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

3/3 ADULT LANGUAGE 
IMPAIRMENT 

Text: Chapter 7 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

3/8 Catch up and review   

3/10 Exam 2 Ch. 4, 5, 7 class notes and 
discussion 

 

3/22 FLUENCY 
DISORDERS 

Text: Chapter 8 
3 points of independent activities 
are due*** 

(CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

3/24 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

3/29 VOICE AND VOICE 
DISORDERS 

Text:  Chapter 9 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

3/31 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

4/5 DISORDERS OF 
ARTICULATION 
AND PHONOLOGY 

Text:  Chapter 10 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

4/7 Catch up and review   
4/12 Exam 3 Ch.  8, 9, 10 class notes and 

discussion 
 



4/14 CLEFT LIP AND 
CLEFT PALATE 

Text: Chapter 11 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

4/19 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

4/21 DISORDERS OF 
SWALLOWING 

Text: Chapter 12 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

4/26 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

  

4/28 AUDIOLOGY AND 
HEARING LOSS 

Text: Chapter 14 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

5/3 Quiz, discussion, video 
exploration 

Final 2 points of independent 
activities are due + any extra 
credit due 

 

5/5 AUGMENTATIVE 
COMMUNICATION 

Text: Chapter 15 (CF: LO 2, INTASC 1, 
NCATE 1) 

5/10 Catch up / wrap up   

FINAL EXAM:         Saturday May 14, 8-10 A.M.  Ch. 11, 12, 14, 15 class notes and  
                                                                                           discussion 
 
Disability Statement:  SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the 
federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.  If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the 
Student Disability Services Office located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call 753-2066 for an 
appointment.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as soon as possible. 
 
Academic Integrity Statement:    
 “Students in this course are expected to abide by the guidelines on academic dishonesty that are 
found in chapter 340 of the SUNY Cortland College Handbook 
(http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf).  As stated in these guidelines, any instance of 
plagiarism, cheating on examinations or other forms of academic dishonesty will be punished, most 
likely by the receipt of a failing grade for this course and possible dismissal from the College.   
 
CLASS FORMAT: 
Classes will consist of a lecture format and small group activities with supplemental handouts, 
transparencies, audio/ video recordings, PowerPoint presentations and Web exploration.  
 
CELL PHONE POLICY:   
Cell phones may be left on vibrate for emergency notification purposes.  If you expect an important 
phone call, please inform me before class and quietly excuse yourself when you receive it.  Under no 
circumstances will text messaging be allowed in class.  Anyone caught text messaging in class will 
automatically receive a 1 point deduction from their final grade for each instance.  There will be no 
warning. 
 
Letters of Recommendation:   
Letters of recommendation from your professors are an important component of your graduate 
school application.  Letters of recommendation should not be assumed or taken for granted.  
Letters of recommendation require considerable effort and time to write and they represent the 
professor's confidence in your ability to succeed at the graduate level.  Such confidence is earned 

http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf


during your undergraduate experience and takes into consideration your academic performance, 
professionalism, oral and written communication, personal character and responsibility among 
other traits.    
 
Unfortunately, I am not physically able to grant all requests.  To put it all up front and  avoid 
awkward or uncomfortable requests, I have developed the following eligibility criteria. 
 

- You must have an overall gpa of 3.0 or better 
- You must have a major gpa of 3.2 or better 
- You must have received no worse than a B- in any class that I have taught 
- You must have received no more than two B- grades in the courses that I have taught. 
- You must have no negative dispositions placed in your department folder and you must 

have maintained a professional and respectful attitude in any and all of our interactions. 
 

If you meet the above criteria, I am more than willing to write a positive letter of recommendation 
for you.  Upon your formal request, I will provide you with guidelines for how to submit your 
materials. 
 
If you do not meet the above criteria, I regret that I will not be able to write a letter of 
recommendation to support your graduate school application.  Please understand that my refusal 
is not personal but based solely on the criteria mentioned above.  I wish you great success in all 
future endeavors. 
 


