
SUNY at Cortland, Department of History 
HIS 201:  HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, 1877 TO THE PRESENT 

Fall Semester 2010  ~  Tues. & Thurs. 1:15-2:30, Old Main G-9  ~  CRN 93909   
 

Dr. Gigi A. Peterson 
Office:  Old Main 210-D 
Office Hours: T 11-12, W 9:30-11:3o, & by appt.  

E-mail: petersong@cortland.edu 
Phone:  753-2061 
Mailbox: History Dept., 211 Old Main  

 

Course Description:  A central goal of this course is placing U.S. history in global context, an 
imperative increasingly recognized by scholars and others.  This course aims at providing you with an 
understanding not only of events and developments that have shaped the society and world in which you 
live, but of the diversity and debates that have always been a part of history.  Among the many themes we 
will explore will be economic, political, social and cultural transformations and how these have shaped 
(and are shaped by) individual and group experiences and concerns.  Our approach to the material also 
aims at helping you develop historical “habits of mind” – critical thinking skills and abilities to articulate 
an evidence-based argument.  These abilities are hallmarks not only of the discipline of history, but of the 
informed global citizen heading into the twenty-first century. 
 

Course Objectives:  Students who put the expected effort into the course should be able to: 

 Communicate their understanding of the contours of U.S. history from 1877 to the present, including 
major events, developments, themes, and interpretations. 

 Articulate how even seemingly “domestic” developments reflect an ever-changing global arena, and 
evolving U.S. interactions and roles in that arena. 

 Develop and demonstrate some of the skills of the historian (which are also useful in other arenas).  
These include finding and analyzing primary sources, analyzing specific human experiences in 
broader context, and developing and evaluating historical arguments. 

 Improve their reading and writing skills, both within the discipline of history and in general. 
 

Required readings:  Our course texts are:  James Oakes, et al. Of the People, V. II: Since 1865, Concise 
Edition;  Elizabeth Cobbs-Hoffman and John Gjerde, Major Problems in American History, Vol. II: 
Since 1865, 2nd edition;  Matthew Frye Jacobsen, Barbarian Virtues:  The United States Encounters 
Foreign Peoples at Home and Abroad;  Thomas Borstelmann, The Cold War and the Color Line:  
American Race Relations in the Global Arena ;  T. Coraghessan Boyle, The Tortilla Curtain  You should 
purchase these texts as soon as possible, and bring all readings – as well as your notes on the readings – 
to class on the day they are assigned.  You are also responsible for additional print and online readings as 
assigned.   Some will be handed out in class and others will be in e-reserves.   
 

Assignments and Grading:  You must successfully complete all assignments in order to pass the 
course.  Details and guidelines will be provided.  Course grades will be based on: 
1. Class participation       10% 
 Students are expected to contribute to a positive and collaborative learning environment by: 

 coming to class on time and prepared to discuss and write a quiz about the assigned readings.  
Quizzes will be open-notebook and quiz grades count toward your participation grade. 

 bringing a copy of the day’s assigned reading(s) to class so that reference may be made 
 completing all assignments to the best of their ability, and having them ready to turn in at the 

beginning of class 
 contributing to group activities and offering relevant and informed insights  
 respecting others’ opportunities to speak, and promoting a free-speech community where ideas 

may be challenged, but people are not attacked  
 refraining from classroom behaviors that inhibit your or others’ ability to learn – this includes use 

of electronic devices, which should be stowed away during class. 
2. Short assignments        20% 

These 1-3 page assignments will be in a variety of formats and are intended to help you engage with 
the material and prepare for the larger-scale course assignments. 

3. Midterm         20% 
 An in-class midterm will include identification items and essays.   



y 4. Papers         30% 
 Students will write three papers (3-5 pages each) that analyze three books in the context of course 
themes.  Two will be on scholarly works:  Barbarian Virtues, and The Cold War and the Color Line.  The 
final paper involves historical analysis of a novel, The Tortilla Curtain.   
5. Final exam         20% 
 The final exam will include ID items and short and longer essays.   
 

Assignments should be written in formal English, with full and properly formatted citations as 
appropriate.  Your writing should reflect that you have taken advantage of the various writing resources 
provided in this course and perhaps other resources on campus, like ASAP and the Cortland Online 
Writing Resource Center http://www.cortland.edu/cowrc/.  As this is a history course, you are expected 
to use the Turabian/Chicago style for citations.  Note that the Online Writing Resource Center does NOT 
currently show this style!  If you do not already own one of Kate Turabian’s various guides to writing 
college papers, I suggest you purchase one – it covers footnote and bibliographic forms, punctuation, 
grammar, and much more!     
 
Policies:  In addition to the expectations for class participation listed above, please note:   
 

Attendance:  Attendance at all class periods is expected.  Any unexcused absence beyond the two 
permitted by the college will lower your course grade by one-half of a letter grade (e.g. from B to B-).  In 
order for an absence to be excused, you must provide documentation of unavoidable circumstances – 
such as illness, a family emergency, or an approved college activity. 
 

Exams, Quizzes, and Assignments:  Students are expected to take all exams and quizzes and turn in 
assignments at the scheduled time.  Makeup exams and late assignments will only be permitted if a valid, 
documented excuse is approved by me beforehand.  In-class quizzes cannot be made up.  As for papers, 
students should keep a back-up copy, in case a paper should be lost either on its way to me or after being 
received.  Receipt of a paper constitutes acknowledgment that you have retained an exact and complete 
copy of the paper for possible future use.   
 

Disabilities:  SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you 
are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services located in B-41 Van Hoesen or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment.  Any information 
regarding your disability will remain confidential.  Because many accommodations require early 
planning, you should make requests for accommodations as early as possible.  The college will review any 
requests for accommodation in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to the setting. 
 

Academic Honesty:  Students are expected to perform their own work (and not to allow other students to 
copy that work) on all assignments.  Violations of this trust, which is the basis of our academic 
community, will be treated as a serious breach of the expectations for this course, and of college rules 
(see the College Handbook on Academic Dishonesty).   
 

 

Plagiarism or any other form of cheating, on any assignment, will result in the immediate action 
regarding a “Violation of Academic Integrity”  

(see the College Handbook 340.02).  A violation of academic integrity constitutes  
a failure to successfully complete the assignment, and thus a failure of the course.  

 

Plagiarizing, whether it is intentional or unintentional, involves presenting someone else's work as one's own 
original work or thought.  Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words, ideas, or creations without properly 
acknowledging the source.  Acknowledgement involves the proper use of quotation marks, references, and other 
citation forms, according to appropriate procedures.  As discussed in the College Handbook, SUNY Cortland 
determines that it is your responsibility to understand these procedures.  Further resources and instruction will be 
provided in this course.  It is the student’s responsibility to confer with the instructor if s/he has any 
question about what constitutes plagiarism.  If you have questions, please ask me!  The claim of 
ignorance will not constitute an acceptable excuse. 
 

Please meet with me if you have any questions about the material, or concerns about meeting student 
expectations.  You do not have to have a problem to come to me, but if you are experiencing academic 
and/or personal difficulties, we will discuss strategies that balance your needs with fairness to the rest 
of the class.  I will work with you to help you succeed – as long as you work at it too! 



GIGI PETERSON ~ HIS 201-601 ~ FALL 2010 ~ CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

OP=Of the People; BV=Barbarian Virtues;  CW = Cold War & Color Line;  TC=Tortilla Curtain 

[H]=Handout provided in class.  Students will also be responsible for additional readings TBA.  
Instructions for assignments will be given out in class.  

 

The instructor reserves the right to make modifications to this schedule;  students are responsible 
for knowing about these modifications, whether announced in class, by e-mail, or in writing. 

 

Date Topics and target questions      Readings and assignments are due on the day listed 
 

8/31 Introduction to the course and each other 
 What are our main goals in the course?  What are some strategies for success? 
9/2 Issues of importance:  connecting past and present, constructing questions  
 What major themes will shape our inquiry as we explore how the past has shaped the present? 
 What are some of the methods of historical inquiry?  What is an historical argument? 
 Readings:  Scan all your assigned texts and read introductions 
 

9/7 Themes in recent history:  creating the “other”       Film:  “Faces of the Enemy” 
 How has “enemy-making” shaped the 20th century?  How and why are enemies constructed?   
 Reading:  OP Ch. 29-30 
 SHORT ASSIGNMENT #1:  Artifacts and their limitations  
9/9 Themes in recent history:  consumption       Film:  “Affluenza” 
 What are some of the features and impacts of 20th-century consumption?  How have these 

patterns been shaped, expanded, and challenged? 
 Readings:  OP Ch. 31, Zakaria [H] 
  

9/14 Concerns and contexts / “Rethinking US History in a Global Context”   
 What does it mean to rethink a history?  Why does global context matter? 
 SHORT ASSIGNMENT #2:  Comparing concerns in the 1980s and the present 
9/16 Reconstruction, Race, and Expansion 
 How did different groups experience and view post-bellum expansion? 
 Readings: OP Ch. 16-17 
 

9/21 The “Second Shift” – Rise of the USA in the later Nineteenth Century 
 How did the USA become an industrial and global power?  How did these transformations 

shape peoples’ lives and what were some responses? 
 Readings:  OP Ch. 18-19;  Martí, O’Donnell, other documents TBA 
9/23 “An Empire Among Empires”  
 How did various ideas of international connections and competition shape the concerns, 

culture, and politics of the late 19th century?  
 Readings:  OP Ch. 20-21;  Mahan, Strong, other documents  
 

9/28 “Markets”:  Economics and Global Ties  
 How did the international dimensions of labor and markets and investments reshape US 

society and contribute to future stages of “globalization”? 
 Readings:  BV Ch. 1-2   
9/30 “Images and Ideas of the Other” 
 How did ideas of “progress,” “civilization,” “primitive,” and “race” shape thinking in the late 

19th century, including in portions of the Progressive Movement?  
 Readings:  BV Ch. 3-4;  Antique textbook excerpts [H] 
 

10/5 Nation, Rights, and Empire  
 How did US imperialism and justifications for it complicate ideas of national identity and the 

rights and definition of “citizens”? 
 Readings:  BV Ch. 5-6;  Letters from black soldiers [H] 
10/7 The “War to End All Wars” :  World War I and Twentieth-Century Challenges 
 PAPER #1 on BARBARIAN VIRTUES is DUE 



10/12 Midterm Review 
 Assignment:  Review materials, bring questions and your midterm essay guide 
10/14 MIDTERM  
 

10/19 Into the Twentieth Century:  Rights, Revolutions, and other Major Challenges 
 How did reformist, revolutionary, and nationalist currents shape policies, dissent, and 

treatment of dissent in the early decades of the twentieth century?  
 Readings:  OP Ch. 22;  documents TBA 
10/21 Conformity, Counterculture, Consumption  
 How did developments of the 1920s both reinforce and challenge patterns of the past – and 

what were some long-term legacies, including in culture and consumption? 
 Readings:  OP Ch. 23;  
 

10/26 The Great Depression and Organizing for Rights  
 How did labor and popular organizing – and its interplay with government – shape not only 

the Depression era but the decades that followed? 
 Readings:  OP Ch. 24;  documents TBA  
10/28 From Depression to World War:  Domestic and Global Tensions  
 SHORT ASSIGNMENT #4:  Analysis of sources in New Deal Document Library 
 

11/2 Wartime and Postwar Transformations I  
 How did the expanding roles of government and the changing roles and experiences of 

different societal groups shape communities?  And ideas of rights and national identity? 
 Readings:  OP Ch. 24-25 
11/4 Wartime and Postwar Transformations II:  Challenges to Racism  
 Readings:  CW Prologue and Ch. 1 
 

11/9 Struggle for Rights in Global Context   
 How can we analyze US-based activism for rights in a much broader framework? 
 Readings:  CW Ch. 2-3 
11/11 The Many Manifestations of “Containment”  
 How did “containment” – both as state policy and ideology – play out in international 

relations, domestic developments, and individual lives? 
 Readings:  CW Ch. 4-5 
 

11/16 Cold War Era Dissent, Divisions, Debates  
 How did the Cold War – including debates over policies and ideas – shape national and 

international politics and their effects on people’s lives?  How did these divisions shape not 
only the Vietnam War era but later discussions of national interests and human rights? 

 Readings:  CW Ch. 5-6, Epilogue 
11/18 Cold War and the Color Line:  Small-group presentations and class discussion 
 Readings:  Begin to review OP, Ch. 29-31 
 

11/23 Revisiting “Familiar History”:  Putting US History in Global Context 
 PAPER # 2 on THE COLD WAR AND THE COLOR LINE is DUE 
11/25 HAPPY THANKSGIVING  ~  SUNY Cortland’s Thanksgiving Break begins 11/24, 8 am! 
 

11/30 Thinking globally about “The American Dream”  
 How do differing perspectives on “The American Dream” link both developments of the past 

and current issues of concern?  How do we see these themes in The Tortilla Curtain? 
 Readings:  TC Part One 
12/2 [Im]migration, Hybrid Cultures, and Global Connections / Discussion of Tortilla Curtain 
 Readings:  TC Part Two;  OP Ch. 29-31 (review) 
 

12/7 “We’re in this together”:  Future challenges for US in the world  
 PAPER #3 on THE TORTILLA CURTAIN is DUE 
12/9 Course closure and evaluations     
 

12/16 FINAL EXAM ~ 1-3 PM 
 


