
SUNY Cortland HISTORY 110 WESTERN CIVILIZATION I 

Fall 2010 

 

Instructor Information: 

Instructor: Katy Kempf 

Office Hours: TR 5:45-6:45 pm 

Office: Old Main 214D 

Home phone: 607-241-5653 

e-mail: kempfc@cortland.edu 

 

Textbook: Hunt et al., The Making of the West, Volume 1 to 1715 (Bedford/St. Martin’s). 

Note: A copy of the textbook is on reserve in the library. 

 

Overview: 

This course traces the development of Western Civilization from the prehistorical period 

to 1715, focusing on the major political, social, and cultural elements of the ancient, 

medieval, and early modern worlds. The teaching of a course such as Western 

Civilization is difficult due to the mass of material available even for the period before 

the invention of the printing press. Thus, some arbitrary decisions must be made by every 

professor teaching Western Civilization concerning what constitutes the most important 

facts and ideas of the past. In this class, we will focus primarily on issues of what it was 

like to live in a particular historical time and place and how decisions, made either 

through rational decision making or just dumb luck, good or bad, have molded human 

history and created the world we know today.  

 Your textbook is to be used as background reading and support for the 

information provided in class lectures.  

  

Format: 

There will be two one and a quarter hour lectures per week; you are expected to attend 

and take notes. Please feel free to interrupt me at any time during the lectures to ask for 

clarification and/or elaboration on any point. 

 

Requirements and Expectations: 

1. There will be two exams, each worth 25% of your term grade. No excuses other than 

medical (with doctor’s note) or death will be acceptable. You or a relative or friend must 

contact me 24 hours prior to the scheduled exam time to excuse yourself.  

3. You will complete two analyses of primary sources, one from the ancient world (due 

October 7) and one from the medieval or Renaissance periods (due December 9). The 

assignments will be handed out by the instructor on September 9 and October 26, 

respectively, the specific texts being available online via the classes’ web page in 

myRedDragon. 

    

Grade Distribution: 

Analyses 50% (25% each) 

Midterm 25% 

Final 25% 



 

Lecture and Reading Schedule (all readings are from textbook): 

8/31 Introduction to course  

9/2 Prehistory  

9/7 The Ancient Near East (Prologue; Chapter 1, pp. 3-18) 

9/9 Analysis of “The Code of Hammurabi” 

9/14 Egypt and Pre-Archaic and Archaic Greece (Chapter 1, pp. 18-41; Chapter 2,  

pp. 43-51) 

9/16 The Greek polis (Chapter 2, pp. 52-72) 

9/21 Athenian democracy and the Peloponnesian War (Chapter 2, pp. 73-81; Chapter 3, 

pp. 83-95, 115-121) 

9/23 Greek society (Chapter 3, pp. 96-114) 

9/28 Greek culture  

9/30 Alexander and the Hellenistic world (Chapter 4) 

10/5 Western expansion and the origins of Rome (Chapter 5) 

10/7 Rome (the political roller coaster) (Chapter 6, pp. 203-224) 

      FIRST PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS DUE  

10/12 MIDTERM EXAM 

10/14 Roman society and culture (Chapter 5, pp. 163-171)  

10/19 The rise of Christianity and Late Antiquity (Chapter 6, pp. 225-241)  

10/21 Feudalism and medieval society (Chapter 8, pp. 299-317; Chapter 9, pp. 331-357) 

10/26 Byzantium and Islam (Chapter 8, pp. 283-299; Chapter 9, pp. 320-330) 

10/28 The Crusades (Chapter 11, pp. 421-433) 

11/2 Film: The Crusades 

11/4 Medieval politics (Chapter 10, pp. 359-364, 379-383; Chapter 11, pp. 399-412) 

11/9 Medieval culture (Chapter 10, pp. 384-390)  

11/11 The rise of universities (Chapter 11, pp. 413-419)  

11/16 The medieval Church (Chapter 10, pp. 365-372; Chapter 12) 

11/18 The Black Death and the end of the Middle Ages (Chapter 13) 

11/23 Renaissance politics and society (Chapter 14) 

11/25 Thanksgiving Break (no class)  

11/30 Renaissance culture 

12/2 The Reformation (Chapters 15 and 16) 

12/7 The Age of Expansion (Chapter 18) 

12/9 The Scientific Revolution  

        SECOND PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS DUE 

         

FINAL EXAM--2:50 section: December 15 at 8:00 am in Bowers 51 

     4:25 section: December 14 at 4:25 pm in Bowers 51 

 

Disability Services: 

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 

the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 

753-2066 for an appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a 

confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for 

accommodations should be made as early as possible. 


