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HIS 101—Spring 2011   Office hrs.:  Mon., 10:00-12:00, 2:00-3:30 

Instructor:  Girish Bhat    Wed., 10:00-12:00, 2:00-3:30   

Office:  211-E Old Main, x2059  E-mail:  girish.bhat@cortland.edu    

   

   

COURSE SYLLABUS -- The World since 1500 

 

Required books: 

  

Peter Stearns, Meridians: Sources in World History  (text)      

 Andrea & Overfield, The Human Record (Vol. II: Since 1500)  *6
th

 edition  [A/O] 

    

Grading: Quizzes/attendance/discussion - 20% 

Two midterms – 30%  (15% each) 

Short paper -- 15% 

Final exam -- 35% 

 

Main objectives of the course: 
 

This course seeks to introduce students to the complex course of major developments in 

world history since 1500, with a geographical emphasis on Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America, and the west’s relations with the peoples in these regions.  By means of 

PowerPoint lectures with outlines and images, video documentary presentations, and 

intensive discussion of required readings, the course will acquaint students with some of 

the major historical trends of the past five hundred years, such as the spread of economic 

and technological modernity, and will explore how the world has arrived at our 

contemporary age of economic, political, and cultural uncertainty. Some of the larger 

questions we will address are:  How has today’s global economy come about, and what 

are its main features?  Is there a global political system, and should one even exist?  Can 

one speak of a truly global society?  Based on the history of the last half-millennium, is 

the world becoming as one, or remaining as many?   

 

 

Basic requirements, guidelines, and policies: 

 

 

Attendance: 
 

I do not have a formal, numerically defined attendance policy, such as ―four unexcused 

absences and you fail.‖  However, excessive absences, determined according to my 

discretion, will be severely penalized, and can result in a student’s failing the course.  

Consequently, I expect you to be in class every day we meet, and I expect every student to 

be seated and ready to go as soon as class officially starts.  If you do have to miss a class, 

it will be your responsibility to find out, as soon as possible, what was covered and 

whether any important announcements were made.  Also, unless it is urgent, please do 

not get up and walk out in the middle of class—it distracts everyone, and disrupts the 

class as a whole. 
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**Lateness is loathesome -- I don't like it at all.  It is disrespectful to me, distracts  

other students, and damages classroom atmosphere as a whole. 

>>PLEASE GET TO CLASS ON TIME! 

 

Reading quizzes: 
 

Quizzes will begin promptly when class starts.  Each quiz will consist of one brief, 

specific question on that day’s reading assignment; they are designed to take no more 

than a couple of minutes to complete.  TRY NOT TO GET WORRIED OR UPTIGHT 

ABOUT THE QUIZZES--THERE ARE ENOUGH OF THEM TO GIVE YOU 

OPPORTUNITIES TO DO WELL.   

 

If you come in late and miss a quiz, put your name on a whole sheet of paper and hand it 

in anyway so you won’t be counted absent. 

 

Quizzes will be graded in the following manner:  check plus, check, or check minus (with 

occasional variations in between).  If I don’t get a quiz from you, you will, of course, be 

marked absent for that day.  The ―check‖ evaluations do not correspond to particular 

letter or number grades, and I will not give you an exact, overall quiz grade for the 

course.  Rather, at the end of the course, after reviewing your semester-long performance 

on quizzes, I will decide whether your quizzes should raise your course grade, lower it, or 

not affect it at all.  I realize there is an element of subjectivity in this (as in most kinds of 

grading), but I want your focus to be on attending class regularly and doing the reading  

assignments regularly, and not  on the possible numerical impact that one missed quiz or 

poor quiz performance is going to have on your course grade.  If you show up consistently 

and keep up with the reading, the quizzes cannot hurt your overall grade significantly, and 

might even improve it to some extent.  

 

Exams: 
 

Exams will consist of essays (well-organized, detailed, interpretive discussions of course 

materials, integrating the lectures, supplementary readings, and the text).  Study sheets 

will be provided for exams.  The final exam will not be cumulative.   

 

When you hand in the midterms and the final, the exam sheet must be handed in along 

with the bluebook.  You can write on the exam sheet as much as you like, but I must get it 

back.  Turning in a bluebook without the exam sheet will result in a penalty of at least 

one full letter grade off the actual grade. 

 

Make-up exams:  Make-up exams are a bad thing.  Like most instructors, I do not like 

having to schedule them or give them.  You must have a verifiable excuse for missing any 

regularly scheduled exam. 

 

 

Paper assignment: 
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You will be required to write one short (3-5 pp.) paper that will be due after spring break 

in March.  The topic will be drawn from the material on India in the Asia unit. I will hand 

out the topic and go over it right before spring break. 

 

>>you must hand in a hard copy of your paper; I will not accept e-mail attachments or 

faxes.  

 

Miscellaneous topics: 
 

On bringing books to class--there is no need to have the textbook with you in class, but 

on the days when we discuss documents, the ―quiz/discussion‖ days, bring the 

Andrea/Overfield book with you.  We’ll be referring frequently to specific pages and lines 

in the given work, and you’ll need to be able to read along right then and there. 

***I will start penalizing everyone for not having the “A/O” book with 

them fairly early in the semester. 

 

Reading assignments--these are listed in parentheses on the syllabus; the assignment 

should be completed by the beginning of class that day. 

 

Please check your CAMPUS E-MAIL REGULARLY!! 

 

Academic dishonesty--needless to say, cheating of any kind on quizzes, exams, or papers 

will be viewed with extreme disfavor by the instructor, and will be punished swiftly and 

strictly.  Please see chapter 340 in the College Handbook for the exact definition and 

specific consequences of such behavior. 

 

Food and drink during class:  No food of any kind will be permitted in the classroom.  

You may bring in something to drink, but if you are noisy about it, I will ask you to get 

rid of it immediately. 

 

Cell phones and other electronic devices:  Please turn all of that stuff off—thanks!! 

 

Regarding student disabilities:  If you are a student with a disability and wish to request 

accommodations, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-40 

Van Hoesen Hall or call 607-753-2066 for an appointment.  Information regarding your 

disability will be treated in a confidential manner.  Because many accommodations 

require early planning, requests should be made as early as possible. 

 

 

 

Jan. 25 (Tues.) - General introduction to the course 

 

Jan. 27 (Thurs.) – Global Civilizations and Connections in 1500 

      

 

Feb. 1 (Tues.) – The Origins and Spread of Islam 

    (Quiz:  text, 30-38) 
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Feb. 3 (Thurs.) – Quiz/Group discussion:  Docs. 12, 14, 38, 40, 41  [A/O]     

 

Feb. 8 (Tues.) – Video on the rise of Islam  (w/quiz following) 

 

Feb. 10 (Thurs.) – Video on the Ottomans  (w/quiz following) 

 

Feb. 15 (Tues.) – Early Modern Africa, and the Atlantic Slave Trade & Economy 

(Quiz:  text, 9-13, 74-78)  

 

Feb. 17 (Thurs.) – Group discussion:  Pages 170-179, 185-189  (from Multiple Voices III, and  

Doc. 37)  [A/O] 

****Midterm review sheet handed out 

 

Feb. 22 (Tues.) – The Emergence of Modern China:  Successful Communist Modernization? 

(Quiz:  text, 47-55) 

 

Feb. 24 (Thurs.) – India’s Twenty-First Century:  The Complex Blessings of Independence 

(Quiz:  text, 39-44, 68-74, 127-132, 138-145) 

 

 

Mar. 1 (Tues.) – First midterm examination 

  

 

Mar. 3 (Thurs.) – Group discussion:  China—Docs. 15, 17, 18, 42, 44 

 

Mar. 8 (Tues.) – Quiz/Group discussion:  India—Docs. 39, 61, 62 

**plus short video segment 

  

Mar. 10 (Thurs.) – Video on late colonial India, and towards independence 

 

>>Paper assignment handed out 

 

March 14-18 --  Spring break!  NO CLASS! 

 

Mar. 22 (Tues.) – The Americas in the Early Modern Period:  Colonization and Ethnic  

Transformation   (Quiz:  93-99) 

 

Mar. 24 (Thurs.) – Group discussion—Pages 37-43 (Multiple Voices I)  [A/O]   

 

Mar. 29 (Tues.) –  Quiz/Group discussion—Docs. 22, 23, 24, 25  [A/O] 

 

 

Mar. 31 (Thurs.) – The Americas After Independence:  Economic Troubles, Turbulence, and  

Transition    (NO QUIZ:  text, 13-26, 81-93, 148-166) 

 

Apr. 5 (Tues.) –  The Imperial West Since 1500 
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(Quiz:  text, 1-9, 63-68, 78-80) 

 

April 7 (Thurs.) –  Quiz/Group discussion—Docs. 47, 48, 49, 50, 52  [A/O] 

 

 

Apr. 12 (Tues.) – Second midterm examination 

 

 

Apr. 14 (Thurs.) – The Genesis of Nations and Nationalism; The New Western ―State‖ and its  

Sovereignty 

>>Group discussion of docs. 26, 27, 32, 33 [A/O] 

 

Apr. 19 (Tues.) --  Group discussion:  Docs. 53, 54, 55, Multiple Voices V docs. 2, 3, 5, 6  [A/O] 

 

Apr. 21 (Thurs.) –  Quiz/Group discussion—Docs. 59, 60, 79, 80, 85  [A/O] 

 

Apr. 26 (Tues.) –  Video on nationhood and nationalism in a global context  

 

April 28 (Thurs.) – World War in the Twentieth Century; the poems of Wilfred Owen 

(Quiz:  text, 101-108) 

 

May 3 (Tues.)  - Video on World War I (w/quiz) 

 

May 5 (Thurs.) – Dividing Lines in the Twenty-First Century World: From Ideology to Daily Life 

    (NO QUIZ:  text, 108-125) 

 

May 10 (Tues.) – Wrap-up material; course evaluations; review for final exam  


