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SUNY Cortland 
Modern Languages Department 

ICC 624 – Methods of Teaching English as a Second Language 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Credit Hours: 3     Instructor: Dr. Paulo Quaglio  
Semester: Fall - 2010     Phone: 753-2028 
Day/Time:  Wednesday 7:00PM - 9:30 PM   Office Location: Old Main 228-C 
Location: Old Main, # 230                  Office Hours: By appointment 
                                                                                                    E-mail: paulo.quaglio@cortland.edu 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________                      
                         Please turn off your cell phones during our class  
                               No calls & no texting allowed 

 
                 Textbooks and Instructional Materials 

Required Textbook: 
Goh, C. (2002). Teaching listening in the language classroom. Singapore: Seameo 
Recommended Textbook: 
Celce-Murcia, M. (2001). Teaching English as a second or foreign language (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle. 
Additional reading materials: online (e-learning environment). Please PRINT OUT the required (not optional) reading 
assignments. 
                                                                      Course Description 
Methods of teaching reading, writing, speaking, and communicating in English to speakers of other languages. 
Application of theories of second language acquisition and pedagogy to the teaching of English as a second language. 
Prerequisite: Graduate status. (3 cr. hrs.). 
                                                                       Course Objectives  
Students in ICC 624 will: 

• Review the major approaches to ESL teaching;  
• Analyze all the skills (e.g., listening, speaking, writing) as they relate to research findings and sound pedagogical 

practices; 
• Develop lesson plans focusing on specific skills but integrating others;  
• Critique their colleagues’ and their own videotaped mini-lessons (peer teaching); and 
• Develop an integrated-skills lesson plan (thematic unit) highlighting the knowledge acquired throughout the 

course. 
                                                                  Description of Assignments 
1. Questions and/or Quotes (Q & Q). This is an informal but very important assignment. Please bring to class at least 
one question (e.g., something you didn’t understand; something you would like to discuss) and/or a quote (something you 
thought was important/insightful and should be discussed/highlighted in class) based on the assigned readings for the day. 
This assignment does not need to be typed;  it is not turned in and it is not graded. We will use your questions and quotes 
as part of our discussions.  
 
2. Lesson Plans (Individual work). The goal of this assignment is to put into practice theories, principles, and ideas 
discussed in class. You will create activities that reflect what we have discussed in class. You will receive a template and 
guidelines for this assignment. You will turn in this assignment the class following the “peer teaching class” (see schedule 
on the last page).  
 
3. Peer Teaching (Pair work). You will receive specific guidelines and a template for this assignment. All students will 
peer teach 4 times during the semester. These peer teaching sessions will be videotaped and critiqued by all of the 
students, including those who took part in the peer teaching session.  
IMPORTANT: Peer teaching is done in pairs, but lesson plans are individual work.  
 
4. Video critique (individual work). Using a rubric (provided to you), you will critique your own and your colleagues’ 
peer teaching presentations. You will receive specific guidelines for this assignment, which is due 3 days after the peer 
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teaching session(s) (Saturday) by 11 pm. After this time, the critiques will not be accepted. You will submit this 
assignment to your instructor by e-mail as an attachment.  
 
5. Final Project (Thematic unit) ( individual work). You will develop a thematic unit based on an authentic material 
(e.g., a newspaper article, a commercial brochure, a magazine ad, a segment from a television show, a passage from a 
middle school science textbook -- CANNOT be material that has been adapted for ESL/EFL purposes. The topic and/or 
theme can be the same as the one(s) you have worked on throughout the semester. You will also receive specific 
guidelines and a template for this assignment, which includes a complete lesson plan (template + activities + pedagogical 
materials) and a short paper (the rationale for the whole unit). 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance  
 
Final evaluation is based on a point system of 100 points total. Totals are the sum of these weights: 
1. Lesson Plans (LPs)  ……………..……………………….  ….   40 (4 LPs @ 10 points each) 
2. Peer Teaching ……………………………………………..…    20 (4 peer teaching sessions @ 5 points each)   
3. Quizzes ……………………………………………………….  10  (average of 4 quizzes @ 10 points each) 
4. Video critiques……………………………………………….    05  
5. Final Project…………………………………..………………    15 (10 points for the thematic unit & 5 points for  
                 the paper) 
6. Class participation *………… …..……………………..…….   10 
 
Total points possible …………………..………………………. 100 
* Class participation involves class discussions, in-class exercises, & attendance  
   Attendance policy: 0-2 absences = 10;  3 absences = 6;  4 absences = 3; 4 absences  = 0 (assuming 100% of class 
participation).  
  Important: more than 4 absences – E for the course 
 
!!!!EXTRA CREDIT!!!!: You can get up to 3 extra points (added to your final grade) by attending SUNY Cortland’s 
Second Language Educators Conference: A Conference for Second Language Teachers and Teachers in Training 
(Saturday, September 25, SUNY Cortland, Old Main). You will receive instructions on how to register (free of charge) 
and what you need to do for extra credit. 
                                                                         Grade Breakdown  
A+ =       100                                                                            
A   = 95 – 99 
A-  = 90 – 94  
B+  = 87 – 89  
B    = 83 – 86 
B-  = 80 – 82                            
C+ = 77 – 79   
C   = 73 – 76  
C-  = 70 – 72  
D+ = 67 – 69  
D   = 63 – 66  
                                                                                 References: 
◦ Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Leech G. (2002). Longman student grammar of spoken and written English. Harlow, Essex: Longman. 
(Chapter 13) 
 
◦ Celce-Murcia, M. (2001). Teaching English as a second or foreign language (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle. 
 
◦ Gilbert, J. B. (1995). Pronunciation practice as an aid to listening comprehension. In D. J. Mendelsohn & J. Rubin (Eds.),  A guide 
for the teaching of second language listening (pp. 97-112). San Diego, CA: Dominie Press.  
 
◦ Hedge, T. (2000). Teaching and learning in the language classroom. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
◦ Hinkel, E. (2004). Teaching academic ESL writing. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Earbaum Associates. 
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◦ Quaglio, P. (2009b). Vague language in the situation comedy Friends vs. natural conversation. In M. Freddi & M. Pavesi (Eds.), 
Analyzing audiovisual dialogue: Linguistic and translational insights (pp. 75-91). Bologna, Italy: CLUEB. 
 
◦ Quaglio, P . (2008). Television dialogue and natural conversation: Linguistic similarities and functional differences. In A. Ädel & R. 
Reppen (Eds.), Corpora and discourse: The challenges of different settings (pp. 189-210). Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 
 
◦Richards, J. C. (2006). Communicative language teaching today. New York: Cambridge University Press.                                                         
 
Student Disability Services 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services located in 
B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible. Any 
requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting.  
 
                                                                        Academic Integrity 
Please refer to the complete policy on academic integrity in Chapter 340 (page 51) of the College Handbook (accessible on the SUNY 
Cortland web site under Administrative Offices, then President) 
340.01 STATEMENT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the acquisition, preservation and 
transmission of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the institution’s dedication to academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that 
promotes honesty and the free exchange of ideas is the essence of academic integrity. In this setting all members of the institution 
have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  
It is the responsibility of the faculty to impart not only knowledge but also respect for knowledge. It is also the professional 
responsibility of all faculty members to explain the importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in 
order to ensure an academic environment that encourages integrity. To establish such an environment, students must recognize that 
their role in their education is active; they are responsible for their own learning. Specifically, it is 
the responsibility of students to protect their own work from inappropriate use by others and to protect the work of other people by 
providing proper citation of ideas and research findings to the appropriate source. This includes the 
obligation to preserve all educational resources, thereby permitting full and equal access to knowledge. 
This academic community takes seriously its responsibilities regarding academic honesty. Academic integrity is absolutely essential to 
ensure the validity of the grading system and maintain high standards of academic 
excellence. In addition, all members of the academic community must exhibit behavior exemplifying academic honesty and encourage 
such behavior in others. 
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                                                    Topics, Assignments, & Due Dates (Tentative Schedule) 
 MCM = Marianne Celce-Murcia’s textbook);  OP = Optional (for those interested in more information on the topic). All articles are 
available online (e-learning). Please PRINT OUT the required (not optional) reading assignments and bring them to class. 

Date Subject Matter Assigned Reading Due 
W1 – Sept 1 ▪ Course introduction: Overview of 

course, assignments, expectations, e-
learning environment, i-Tunes access 
 

Background Reading:  
▪ MCM_1 (pp. 3-11);  
▪ Designer methods 
(Grammar-Translation, 
Audiolingual, & TPR) 

These will not be covered in 
class; please read them for 
background information.  
Available in “Background 
Reading” folder. 

W2 – Sept 8 
 

▪Classroom Observations: Melissa 
Stockholm (Field Placement Office) 

▪Richards _06_1: pp. 2-26 
▪ (OP): Richards_06_2: pp. 
27-45 

 

▪Communicative language teaching 
 
 

W3 – Sept 15 
 

▪Listening ▪Goh (2002): pp. 1-36 & pp. 
43-50 

 

W4 -  Sept 22 
 

▪Listening focus: Peer teaching 1    
▪ Listening: Conclusion 

  

W5 -  Sept 29 ▪ Speaking 
▪ Pronunciation 

▪MCM _2 (pp. 103-111, up to 
end of “Teaching Oral Skills 
in an EFL Context”)  
▪MCM _3 (pp. 117-128, up to 
“Video”) 
▪ (OP): Biber et al. (2002, Ch 
13); Gilbert95; Quaglio_2008;  
Quaglio_09b 

▪ Quiz # 1: Listening (first 
30 minutes of class) 
Listening focus: Lesson 
plan due 
  

W6 – Oct 6 ▪Speaking/Pronunciation focus: Peer 
teaching 2  
▪ Speaking/Pronunciation: Conclusion 

  

W7 – Oct 13 
 

▪Reading ▪Hedge _2000: pp. 188-225  
 

Quiz # 2: Spk. & Pron. 
(first 30 minutes of class) 
Speaking/Pronunciation 
focus: Lesson plan due   

W8–  Oct 20 ▪Reading focus: Peer teaching 3  
▪ Reading: Conclusion 

  

W9 –  Oct 27 
 

▪Writing & Grammar (1)  
 

▪ MCM_4 (pp. 236 
‘Situational variables’- 246) 
▪ MCM_5 (pp. 251-262 up to 
the end of the section “Use”) 
▪ (OP): Hinkel_04_1; 
Hinkel_04_2; Hinkel_04_3 

Quiz # 3: Reading (first 30 
minutes of class) 
Reading focus: Lesson 
Plan due  

W10 –  Nov 3 Writing & Grammar (2) 
 

  

W11 – Nov 10 ▪Writing & Grammar focus: Peer 
teaching 4 
▪ Writing & Grammar: Conclusion 

  

W12 –  Nov 17 ▪ Vocabulary 
▪ Final Project discussion  

▪ MCM_6 (pp. 285-297) Quiz # 4: Wr. & Grammar 
(first 30 minutes of class) 
Writing/Grammar focus: 
Lesson Plan due 

W13 –  Nov 24 Thanksgiving Break  

 

No Class 
 

Thanksgiving Break  
No Class 

Thanksgiving Break  
No Class  
 

W14 –  Dec 1 
 

▪ Final Project draft: peer feedback & 
revisions 

 Thematic unit draft for peer 
review 

W15 – Dec 8 
(Last Class) 

▪ Course Wrap-up 
▪ Final Project Presentations 
 

 Final Project Due  
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