
SUNY CORTLAND 
Department of International Communications and Culture 

Second Language Acquisition: Theory & Research 
 
Course Information:    Professor Information:
ICC 623 Spring 2006    Dr. Hongli Fan 
Credit Hours: 3    Phone: 753-2017 
Thursday 4:20 – 6:50 pm   Office: Old Main 225-G 
Old Main G- 10    Office Hours:  
 M & W 2:00 – 4:00 pm, F 11:30 -12: 30 and  

by appointment 
 Email: fanh@cortland.edu    
 
Required Text: 
Gass, Susan and Larry Selinker (2001), Second Language Acquisition: An introductory 
Course. Mahwah, NJ: Laurence Erlbaum Associates. 
Recommended text: 
Lightbown, P. M, & Spada, N. (1999). How languages are learned (2nd ed.). New York: 
Oxford University Press.  
In addition, all students will be required to read several journal articles throughout the 
course of the semester, as listed on the syllabus.  
 
Course Description and Objectives:  
Second Language Acquisition examines the neurological, psychological and social 
processes involved in acquiring a second language, by both children and adults. We will 
consider the various theories, past and present, that have been offered to explain the 
complex procedures involved in learning a second/foreign language. We will explore the 
concept and nature of Interlanguage, along with individual and collective factors that may 
influence one’s success in acquiring a second language. We will also examine the impact 
of instruction on both the route and the rate of language acquisition, with comparisons 
and contrasts to first language acquisition, where appropriate.  
 
Attendance policy: 
Attendance will be taken daily; two classes may be missed without penalty. If you have more 
than 2 unexcused absences by the end of the semester your final grade will be lowered by 
1 point for each additional absence.  Work missed whether from an excused or unexcused 
absence must still be completed, and it is the student's responsibility to see that this is done 
quickly.  
 
Evaluation: 
Class participation  15% 
Homework assignments 25% 
Presentation   15% 
Midterm exam   20%    
Final paper   25% 
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Class participation: 15% 
Students are expected to come to class having read all material listed for that class period, 
and prepared to discuss it in detail. 
 
Homework assignments: 25%  (individual work) 
Two reaction essays (10 %) 
Students will be required to turn in two essays in the semester as noted on your syllabus. 
These essays should be 2-3 pages in length, typed (double-spaced, 1” margins and 12 
point font), and will be based on the reading materials for the week. 
 
One data analysis (5 %) 
Students will complete one analysis of second language data. This data will be presented 
in the form of a “problem”, with a data set and specific questions to answer. Your 
analysis should be typed, and should respond to all questions completely. 
 
One critical analysis (10 %) 
On one occasion, students will analyze a journal article that has been assigned for class. 
This analysis will be similar to reviews that are completed for publication in professional 
journals, and will consist of an introduction, a summary of the study and an 
analysis/reaction. A critical analysis should never be longer than 3 pages, typed, double-
spaced, with 1” margins and 12 point font.  
 
Presentation: 15% (group work) 
Students will work in groups of two or three to choose one of the research articles listed 
on the syllabus and present it to the class.  
 
Midterm exam: 20% 
Students will take a midterm exam at the half-way point in the semester. Format of the 
exam will be discussed in class.  
 
Final research paper: 25% 
As a last component of this course, students will research an area of Second Language 
Acquisition, to be chosen from the topics covered in class. The paper should be 8-10 
typed pages in length, including bibliography.  
 
Grading scale: 
97-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 59 or below E 
93-96 A 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D  
90-92 A-  80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D- 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
All students will abide by the university’s policies on academic integrity, including, but 
not necessarily limited to, chapter 340 of the College Handbook (available on the SUNY 
Cortland website under “Student Life”) 
 



Student Disability Services: 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 
for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed 
in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 
 
ICC 623 and the Conceptual Framework:  
This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the ICC Department, is rooted in the 
ideals of liberal learning. The underlying ideal in all of our classes, whether they be literature-, 
culture-, or language-based, is that all three of these elements are interwoven.  The specific 
knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired in this class reflect SUNY Cortland’s 
commitment to instilling in our students an acumen for themes and issues pertaining to Global 
Understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and human experience 
through exposure to the political, social, economic and religious differences of the target 
language’s literature and civilization) and Social Justice (comparison and contrast of issues of 
social justice, equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target language). 
 

Tentative Schedule 
Week 1  
1/26  Ch. 1 Introduction 
 
Week 2   Essay due: #2 pp 13-14 
2/2  Ch. 2: IL Data   
Hulstijn, J. H (1997), “Second language acquisition research in the laboratory: 
possibilities and limitations”  
 
Week 3   
2/9  Ch. 3: Role of the Native Language 
Jarvis, S. & T. Odlin (2000), “Morphological type, spatial reference, and language 
transfer.”  
 
Week 4   Data analysis due: #10 pp 90-91 
 
2/16  Ch. 4: Child Language Acquisition 
Lightbown, P. M & Spada, N. (1999) How languages are learned (2nd ed.). Chapter 1: 
Learning a First Language 
 
Week 5   
2/23 Ch. 5 Role of other L2s  
Williams, S. & B. Hammarberg (1998), “Language Switches in L3 Production: 
Implications for a Polyglot Speaking Model”
 



Week 6  Essay due: # 5 pp 139-140 
3/2  Ch. 6 SLA & Linguistics  
Andersen, R. W. & Shirai, Y. (1996). “The primacy of aspect in first and second 
language acquisition: The pidgin-creole connection”.  
 
Week 7    
3/9 Ch. 7 Universal Grammar 
O’Grady, W. (1999), “Toward a new nativism” 
 
Week 8  Spring Break  
3/16  No class 
 
Week 9 Midterm exam 
3/23 Ch. 8: IL processes 
Yang, L. R & T. Givon (1997), “Benefits and drawbacks of controlled laboratory studies 
of second language acquisition.”  
MacWhinney, B. (1997) “Implicit and explicit processes” Studies in Second Language 
Acquisition, 19 (2): 277-281 
 
Week 10  
3/30 Ch. 9 IL in Context 
Ellis, Rod. "The Effects of Linguistic Environment on the Second Language Acquisition 
of Grammatical Rules."  
 
Week 11 
4/6 Ch. 10: Input, Interaction & Output 
Mackey et al (2000), “How do learners perceive interactional feedback?”  
 
Week 12   
4/13 Ch. 11: Instructed SLA 
Derwing et al. (1998), “Evidence in favor of a broad framework for pronunciation 
instruction”  
 
Week 13    Critical analysis due 
4/20 Ch. 12: Nonlanguage Influences 
McIntyre et al. (2001), “Willingness to communicate, social support and language-
learning orientations of immersion students.”  
 
Week 14  
4/27 Ch. 13: Lexicon 
Bogaards, P. “Lexical units and the learning of foreign language vocabulary.”  
 
Week 15  
5/4 Last day of class 
Ch. 14 Integrated View: Conclusion 
Huchin, T. & J. Coady (1999), “Incidental vocabulary acquisition in a second language”  



 
List of articles for presentation:  
 
2/2  Hulstijn, J. H (1997), “Second language acquisition research in the laboratory: 
possibilities and limitations” Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 19 (2): 131-143 
 
2/9 Jarvis, S. & T. Odlin (2000), “Morphological type, spatial reference, and language 
transfer.” Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 22 (4): 535- 556 
 
 
2/ 23 Williams, S. & B. Hammarberg (1998), “Language Switches in L3 Production: 
Implications for a Polyglot Speaking Model”, Applied Linguistics, 1998; 19: 295 - 333. 
 
3/2  Andersen, R. W. & Shirai, Y. (1996). “The primacy of aspect in first and second 
language acquisition: The pidgin-creole connection”. In W.C. Rithie & T. K. Bhatia 
(Eds.), Handbook of second language acquisition (527-570). San Diego, CA: Academic 
Press 
 
3/9 O’Grady, W. (1999), “Toward a new nativism”, Studies in Second Language 
Acquisition, 21 (4): 635-655 
 
3/23 Yang, L. R & T. Givon (1997), “Benefits and drawbacks of controlled laboratory 
studies of second language acquisition.” Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 19 (2): 
173-193 
 
3/30 Ellis, R. (1998) "The Effects of Linguistic Environment on the Second Language 
Acquisition of Grammatical Rules." Applied Linguistics, 9:3, 257-274. 
 
4/6 Mackey et al (2000), “How do learners perceive interactional feedback?” Studies 
in Second Language Acquisition, 22 (4), 471-497 
 
4/13 Derwing et al. (1998), “Evidence in favor of a broad framework for pronunciation 
instruction” Language Learning, 48 (3): 393-410 
 
4/20 McIntyre et al. (2001), “Willingness to communicate, social support and 
language-learning orientations of immersion students.” Studies in Second Language 
Acquisition, 23 (3): 369-388 
 
4/27 Bogaards, P. “Lexical units and the learning of foreign language vocabulary.” 
Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 23 (3): 321-343 
 
5/4 Huchin, T. & J. Coady (1999), “Incidental vocabulary acquisition in a second 
language” Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 21 (2): 181-193 
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