
Spring 2010  
ICC 620: Materials and Techniques for Teachers of English as a Second 

Language  
 
Instructor:  
Office:  
Office Hours:  
Cell Phone:  
Email:  
Joa

nne E. O'Toole Old 
Main 225D By 
appointment 315-
657-3891  
i oanne. otoo 
le@cortland.edu  

Classroom:  Old Main 230  
Times:  M, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.  
Credit Hours: 3  

 
Course Description  
This course is designed to assist graduate preservice and inservice language teachers in developing 
a working knowledge of materials and techniques of teaching English to speakers of other 
languages through mathematics, science, and social studies content areas. In doing so, students will 
apply theories of second-language acquisition and pedagogy to the teaching of English in these 
disciplines.  

Course Objectives  
1. To review current literature on Second Language Acquisition and glean pedagogical 

implications from research findings and scholarly discussions;  
2. To understand how sheltered instruction meets the needs of English Language Learners 

(ELLs) without hindering the progress of native English speakers;  
3. To learn how to use the SlOP (Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol) to meet the 

needs of ELLs and as an instrument of professional development;  
4. To understand the centrality of register variation in (second) language teaching and 

learning;  
5. And to create lesson plans that reflect successful teaching practices in the areas of 

mathematics, sciences, and social studies.  

Required Texts  
Echevarria, J., Vogt, M., & Short, D. (2008). Making content comprehensible for English 

learners: The SIOP® model (3rd ed.). Boston: Pearson.  
Vogt, M., Echevarria, J. (2008). 99 ideas and activities for teaching English learners with the 

SIOP® model. Boston: Pearson.  
Content area textbooks (Math, Science, Social Studies)  

Required Web Access  
JOT Language (professional and course resources, materials, and discussion forum) 

http://www.jotlanguage.com (Discussion Forum password: icc620)  
New York State Education Department (learning standards)  

ES L Standards: http://www . emsc.nysed. gov /biling/resource/E S L/ standards .html  

mailto:le@cortland.edu
http://www.jotlanguage.com/


Additional Course Requirements  
./ Please bring your textbook to each class unless otherwise indicated .  

./ All written assignments should be typed using a l2-point standard font (i.e. Times New 
Roman, Arial) and carefully proofread prior to submission .  

./ Maintain an electronic copy of each assignment you submit.  

./ Assignments that require citations should be completed using AP A style. Citation support is 
available from Memorial Library at: http://library.cortland.edu/reference resources. asp  

./ As communication will take place via email.itis critical that you regularly check the email 
address you have provided the course instructor.  

Class Participation, Assignments, and Grading  

In order to make our class a rich context for learning, it is critical that you engage fully and on 
multiple levels. You will receive a participation grade that will be based on your active and 
thoughtful participation in whole- and small-group discussions and activities, the evidence you 
provide of having completed course readings (including Questions and Quotes), and your 
responses to informal assignments.  

Given the structure of the course, attendance and timely arrival to class are of the utmost 
importance. There will be no consequence for the first absence from class; however, each 
additional absence will diminish your participation grade by two points. Late assignments are not 
acceptable without exceptional circumstances and prior permission from the instructor.  

By the end of the course, you will have earned up to 100 points as awarded among course 
assignments and participation as follows:  

 
Lesson Plans (4 focus SlOP components) 
Lesson Presentation  
Field Placement Discussion Forum Posts 
Final Project Unit Plans (2 content areas) 
Participation  

32 points  
8 points 

10 points 
40 points 
10 points  

 
A+:  98-100  B+:  87-89  C+: 77-79 D+: 67-69  
A:  93-97  B:  83-86  C:  73-76  D:  63-66  
A-:  90-92  B-:  80-82  C-:  70-72  D-:  60-62  

    E: 59 and below 

http://library.cortland.edu/reference


Technology in the Classroom  
While technology is a valuable learning tool, its use in class for purposes other than achieving 
course goals is unacceptable. If you have a unique need or circumstance for which you must use a 
technological device in one or both of these settings, please talk with the course instructor so she can 
make appropriate arrangements.  

Academic Integrity  
In completing the assignments for this course, it is expected that you will adhere to standards of 
academic integrity. Among the instances during this class when academic integrity may come into 
play are when you cite sources, when you credit others' work, and when you represent work as your 
own. If ever you have questions or issues you would like to raise regarding academic integrity, 
please consult the course instructor. She will make sure you are able to comfortably meet these 
standards. Further information on what constitutes academic dishonesty and potential consequences 
for engaging in it can be found at:  
http://www2 . cortland .ed u/o ffi ces/j udaffairs/ code-of-cond uct.dot  

Disability Services  
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you are a 
student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Student 
Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. For 
further information, you may wish to visit their website:  
http://www2 . cortland. edu/ offices/ student -development-center/ disability -services/  

Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many accommodations 
require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible. Any 
requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness 
to this setting.  



Class  Date  Topics(s)  Readings / Assignments /Presentations Due  
   (Other assignments as announced in class)  

1  Jan. 27  Introductions  SlOP, Ch. 1  
  SlOP, Chapter 1, and Course Overview   
  Assignment of Content Areas   
  Field Placement Office Coordinator   

2  Feb. 3  Lesson Preparation  SlOP, Ch. 2; 99, Ch. 2; Q & Q;  
  Textbook Chapters  Content area textbook chapter  

3  Feb. 10  Building Background  SlOP, Ch. 3; 99, Ch. 3; Q & Q;  
  Content and Language Objectives  Textbook chapter content and language  
   objectives 

4  Feb. 17  Presentations: Building Background   
  Building Background Wrap-Up  

5  Feb. 24  Comprehensible Input  SlOP, Ch. 4; 99, Ch. 4; Q & Q;  
   Building Background lesson plan due 

6  Mar. 3  Presentations: Comprehensible Input   
  Comprehensible Input Wrap-Up  

7  Mar. 10  Strategies  SlOP, Ch. 5; 99, Ch. 5; Q & Q;  
   Comprehensible Input lesson plan due 

8  Mar. 24  Interaction  SlOP, Ch. 6; 99, Ch. 6; Q & Q  
9  Mar. 31  Presentations: Interaction   
  Interaction Wrap-Up   

10  Apr. 7  Practice and Application  SlOP, Ch. 7; 99, Ch. 7; Q & Q;  
   Interaction lesson plan due  

11  Apr. 14  Presentations: Practice and Application   
  Practice and Application Wrap-Up  

12  Apr. 21  Lesson Delivery and Review and  SlOP, Ch. 8; 99, Ch. 8; Q & Q;  
  Assessment  Practice and Application lesson plan due  

13  Apr. 28  To be Announced   
14  May 5  Course Wrap-up  Final Unit Plans (2 content areas)  



Course Assignments  

1. Questions and/or Quotes (Q & Q). This is an informal but very important assignment. Please bring 
to class at least one question (e.g., something you didn't understand; something you would like to 
discuss) and/or a quote (something you thought was important/insightful and should be 
discussed/highlighted in class) based on the assigned SlOP chapter for the day. The question does 
not need to be typed; the quote can be just underlined or highlighted in your book. We will use your 
questions and quotes as part of our discussions. This assignment is not graded but is considered an 
integral aspect of your course participation.  

2. Lesson Plans. You will write 4 lesson plans (LPs) ---addressing 4 of the 8 SIOP® components 
(Building Background, Comprehensible Input, Interaction, and Practice/Application). Please follow 
these steps:  

a. Textbook sources: You will be assigned a content area (math, science, or social studies) and will 
choose a textbook chapter from those available to you. You may choose to view the selection in 
the Teaching Materials Center of the campus library, use one from the school in which you teach 
or complete your practicum or any other appropriate source. You will need to seek the course 
instructor's approval for the text you choose. Please note that the textbook may not be one that is 
already adapted for English language learners.  

b. Grade level: You may choose textbook chapters at the elementary, middle school, or high 
school grade levels. Please note that you will assume that the students are already literate 
(regardless of level of English proficiency) as early literacy is not covered in ICC 620.  

c. Language proficiency level: Assume a high beginning to low intermediate level of English 
proficiency. Please do not assume an advanced level of language proficiency.  

d. Lesson planning format: You will be provided an electronic template for planning the SlOP 
lesson. It is an adaptation of Template #4 in your textbook. You will complete designated field 
as per each course assignment.  

3. Lesson Plan Presentations (Focus on Individual Components of the SIOP® Model). You will 
present one (l) LP during the semester. You will receive specific guidelines for your presentation.  

4. Final Project Unit Plans: Your final project is composed of two (2) separate complete (all SlOP 
components) Lesson Plans in two different content areas. The two content areas must be different 
from the one you worked on during the semester. If you used a science chapter during the 
semester, you will use math and social studies for your final project.  

5. Field Placement Discussion Forum. Each week you are in the field placement, you will respond 
thoughtfully to at least one of the posted topics of discussion. You may post to the same topic more 
than once, but should make every effort to post to all topics over the course of the semester. In 
addition, you should offer responses to at least two classmates' postings each week. These may be 
brief, but should always be thoughtful. The purposes of participating in this discussion forum are to 
(a) reflect on your observations and experiences, (b) inform your classmates and be informed by 
them through experiential learning, and (c) wrestle with issues in the language teaching profession.  

 


