
BY PETER D. KORYZNO Editor

The New York Jets of the 
National Football League 
selected SUNY Cortland as 
the site for their 2009 summer 

training camp that begins in late July.
Gov. David A. Paterson and New 

York Jets owner Woody Johnson made 
the formal announcement during a news 
conference in the Park Center Hall of 
Fame Room on April 20, along with SUNY 
Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum, local 
business leaders, state and local elected 
officials.

“This is an incredible spot,” said Johnson, 
whose Jets have held their training camp at 
Hosftra University on Long Island for the 
past 40 years. “Everything about Cortland 
was exactly what we were looking for.”

The Jets recently opened a $75 million 
state-of-the-art training facility in Florham 
Park, N.J., but the site does not have parking 
and bleachers for the thousands of visitors 
who attend summer training camps, nor 
does it have dormitories for its players.

New York Jets coach Rex Ryan, in his 
first year with the team, wanted a remote-
training-site experience to build “team 
chemistry” among his players. 

Gov. Paterson announced $410,000 
in state grants to SUNY Cortland to help 
defray the costs associated with hosting the 
training camp and for long-term improve-
ments at the College that will benefit the 
campus community all year round. 

“Beginning this year, Upstate New York 
will become the capital of pro football 
during the summer months, with the Bills’ 
training camp at St. John Fisher in Roch-
ester, the Giants’ training camp at SUNY 
Albany, and now the Jets’ training camp in 
Cortland,” said Gov. Paterson. “It is truly 
exciting that all three of New York’s profes-
sional football teams will train right here in 
New York state.

“We are thrilled to welcome the Jets to 
this town and campus. Central New York 
is one of the most beautiful parts of New 
York state and the New York Jets will draw 
thousands of New Yorkers to the area 
where they will enjoy not only watching the 
team train for its upcoming season, but all 
that the surrounding area has to offer. 

“Bringing the Jets to Cortland will also 
generate much-needed revenue for Central 
New York at a time when our state faces an 
unprecedented fiscal crisis. More economic 
activity translates into more jobs and more 
opportunities for the people of this region.”

President Bitterbaum, who thanked area 
legislators for their support in relocating the 
training site to Cortland, singled out Gov. 
Paterson and Marty Mack M’76, a Cortland 
native and the governor’s deputy secretary 
for intergovernmental affairs, for making 
the move a reality through the added state 
funds.

“SUNY Cortland is honored to be 
the summer home of the New York Jets 
for several reasons,” noted Bitterbaum. 
“The partnership will augment our already 
nationally respected academic majors 
in sport management, athletic training, 
physical education and kinesiology. We look 
forward to the internship opportunities 
for students in other majors as well. Many 
of our exceptional graduates work in the 
professional sports field, so the Jets organi-
zation can rest assured that their experience 
at SUNY Cortland will be an outstanding 
one as Coach Rex Ryan prepares his squad 
for the 2009 season.

“From an economic and tourism 
standpoint, Cortland County and all of 
Central New York are eager to roll out the 
welcome mat to Jets fans from across the 
nation. We encourage them to visit this 

New York State Gov. David Paterson 
received a hearty round of applause when 
he announced on April 20 that the New 
York Jets would bring their summer training 
camp to SUNY Cortland. A capacity crowd 
attended the media conference in the 
Park Center Hall of Fame Room, where 
the speakers included (left to right) SUNY 
Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum, Gov. 
Paterson, Jets owner Woody Johnson and 
Cortland County Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Garry VanGorder.
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One of many benefi ts of the Jets training camp on the SUNY Cortland campus will be student 
internships with the professional football operation. Jets owner Woody Johnson chats with a group 
of students following the media conference in the Park Center.

Jets Choose Cortland

continued on page 21
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As the end-of-semester excitement built and the enthusiastic 
anticipation of Commencement permeated the air, the gradu-
ating Class of 2009 also experienced other emotions, including 
the pending concern about finding a job in the “real world.” 

Such uneasiness is understandable, especially considering 
that, according to the U.S. Labor Department, the U.S. unem-
ployment rate jumped to 8.5 percent in April 2009, signifying 
a loss of 5.1 million jobs since December 2007, when the 
recession began. Nevertheless, recent reports suggest that 
the most severe period of job loss may be nearing an end.

Although finding a job in this unfavorable economic envi-
ronment may seem daunting at first glance, I am confident 
that our graduates will succeed in their respective searches. 
I assure you that this is not merely wishful thinking on my 
part. I believe this for a number of reasons. 

First, there are jobs available out there. Jobweb.com 
cites slight increases in hiring in the areas of professional 
services, manufacturing and government. The New York State 
Education Department reports a shortage of teachers in high-
need areas like special education, science and mathematics 
education and foreign language education. Other jobs are 
available, too. They just require a bit of investigating.

Our graduates leave the College exceptionally well 
prepared for the work world. A SUNY Cortland education 
has afforded them the opportunity to develop expertise in a 
specialized field for which they have a passion. The enthusiasm 
of our students cannot help but be reflected in a job interview 
and will be readily detected by a prospective employer.

Our strong general education program provides students 
with the breadth of knowledge they need to analyze criti-
cally, through courses in literature, history, sciences, quan-
titative skills, and a host of other subjects; to communicate 
effectively both orally and in writing; and to appreciate 
different cultures and interact amicably with others.

Opportunities abound for SUNY Cortland students to 
learn in smart classrooms, surrounded by state-of-the-art 
technology, to take online courses and to use WebCT in 
classes throughout their college careers. Information tech-
nology is second-nature to SUNY Cortland students. 

More than 90 percent of SUNY Cortland students leave 
college with some type of hands-on experience listed on 
their résumés. Many take the initiative to seek out intern-
ships in their chosen fields, thereby gaining on-site expe-
rience prior to graduation. These internships often span a 
multitude of professions, from business, banking, athletics 
and events planning, to working in museums, hospitals, 
YWCAs and classrooms. 

With the College’s focus on wellness, more than 70 
percent of our students have been involved in a sports team, 
club or physical activity while on campus. They have learned 
teamwork and what it takes to achieve success. These skills 
will inevitably prove useful in the world of work.

A growing number of SUNY Cortland students have 
enhanced their portfolio with an international experience, 
whether through study abroad, interacting with international 
students and visiting professors on campus, or via cultural 

experiences gleaned through the study of a foreign language.
Many of our students have been active participants 

in student government and other campus organizations. 
SUNY Cortland graduates also have a longstanding tradition 
of commitment to service learning, volunteerism and 
civic engagement. Our students have learned to “make a 
difference” in the lives of others, devoting thousands of 
hours per year to helping those in need. They are sure to 
become involved and caring citizens, and that important 
value will carry into the workplace.

SUNY Cortland supports our students planning to 
enter the work force with superb assistance through Career 
Services. Any student who visits will immediately discover a 
wealth of resources available, including job skills assessment, 
résumé workshops, job postings, and mock interview work-
shops. In addition, Career Services establishes and maintains 
student credential files. Meanwhile, the Goofs and Goblets 
and Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner programs provide 
valuable dining experiences for potential interviewees and 
professional guests. Teacher Recruitment Days is an annual 
event that brings hundreds of K-12 administrators from 
around the nation to campus to conduct interviews.

Armed with a solid educational foundation, job skill 
development, hands-on experiences and widespread 
support from faculty, alumni and campus offices, the 
SUNY Cortland Class of 2009 stands ready to successfully 
enter the workforce.

Newest grads prepared for the real world
BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President
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The Student Alumni Association (S.A.A.) 
in conjunction with the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association, hosted the annual Senior 
Send-Off for the Class of 2009 on May 5 
in the Corey Union Function Room. This 
event celebrates the newest alumni group 
and is always held on the last day of classes. 
The theme this year was “Welcome to the 
Jungle” and decorations included animal print 
tablecloths, tropical flowers and stuffed 
jungle animals. Entertainment included a 
video dance party and photo booth. The 
Alumni Association looks forward to seeing 
the Class of 2009 members at future alumni 
events and strongly encourages them to 
create their alumni records by visiting 
www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate.

Senior Send-Off celebrates Class of 2009 
Five seniors celebrate 
the end of their time 
as SUNY Cortland 
students and the 
beginning of their 
lifetime as SUNY 
Cortland alumni. 
From the left are: 
Katy Kaplun, Priscilla 
Muskaradin, Lisa 
Hlebica, Kim Centore 
and Hannah Winiker.
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Being the Alumni Association 
president is one of the most 
difficult yet most rewarding tasks 
I have ever undertaken. Moth-
erhood still tops that list for me.

My presidential responsi-
bilities include communicating 
with our alumni to learn what 
they want and expect from 
their association, as well as to 
keep them abreast of what’s 
happening at SUNY Cortland. 

So twice a month and sometimes more often, I take a trip 
to the Cortland campus. I think my car can make the drive 
to-and-from my Saratoga residence by itself.

I have had the privilege of mingling with students, partici-
pating on College-wide committees and attending a variety of 
athletic events, academic programs and artistic performances. 

At one such occasion last September, I was seated at 
a table with Paul and Kathy (Lopez) Fernandes, two of my 
Cortland classmates who are actively involved in the Class of 
1967 Scholarship. Joining us were three students, two young 
women and a young man. 

The young man was quiet and, for a while, did not say 
much. He seemed a bit uncomfortable in a room filled with 
teachers and benefactors. Paul, Kathy and I started a conver-
sation. We learned his name, Jashee Pickering, and that he 
came from Staten Island. He was beginning his junior year 
majoring in sociology. 

Paul questioned him about his career goals. Jashee wasn’t 
quite sure how he would apply his education in the real 
world. Paul asked if he had any experience in the field or had 
he done an internship or served as a volunteer. He said no, 
and in fact, he did not know where on campus to learn about 
such opportunities. Paul and I began a discussion with Jashee 
that continues today. We encouraged him to talk to his 
professors, ask specific questions and go to Career Services 
to inquire about internships. We let the conversation go and 
completed our dinner and left for the evening. 

Jashee’s responses during the course of our dinner 
suggested to me that he might benefit from more guidance. 
To this end, I asked him for his e-mail address and we began 
a correspondence. The next time I was on campus, Jashee 
met me for lunch. We talked about how to approach his 
teachers. I assured him his teachers would listen. As timid as 
he seemed, Jashee followed through with our plan. We met 
for breakfast a few weeks before first semester final exams. 
Jashee was eager to share his experience. Surprisingly to 
him, but not to me, his teachers were more than receptive 
to his questions. They offered suggestions about internship 
and research opportunities. One suggested specific courses 
Jashee might take and encouraged him to keep in touch. 

Jashee and I met again early into second semester. This 
time he was filled with enthusiasm. One professor had 

helped Jashee secure an undergraduate research project in 
an area that interests him. Another made suggestions about 
graduate schools and career choices. Jashee was amazed his 
teachers took the time and had the interest. I explained this 
has always been one of Cortland’s greatest assets — a caring 
and engaged faculty. I reiterated, “Students simply have to 
ask.” Jashee smiled and agreed.

Spring is the time of banquets and awards and I was 
invited to speak at the Student Leadership Recognition 
Banquet. There I stood, a bit intimidated and quite impressed, 
among student government leaders, sorority and fraternity 
presidents, College politicos, committee chairs, athletes and 
scholars. Students were being honored for their tireless work 
on campus and in the Cortland community.

Among those honorees was Lauren Hedger, who won 
many accolades that evening for her leadership qualities. 
A double major in special education and English, Lauren is 
a resident assistant and a member of the Residence Hall 
Association. She also managed to make the Dean’s List. But 
it was her Outstanding Sorority Member of the Year Award 
that made me stand up and cheer.

When I was a student at Cortland, I was an Alpha Sig 
sister. Over the years the Greek system seemed to fade off 
the campus and with it, Alpha Sig. During her sophomore 
year, Lauren and a group of her friends decided to attempt 
to bring a new sorority on campus. “I felt the women on this 
campus needed other options,” Lauren told me. 

The two-year process was tedious and complicated, 
but Lauren was persistent. With advice from the assistant 
director of campus activities and Greek affairs, Lauren 
and the others asked the Pan Hellenic Council to approve 
expansion. Once given the go-ahead, word went out to 
national sororities. The national organization of Alpha Sigma 
Alpha contacted Cortland and re-colonization began. 

“We were so excited to bring Alpha Sigma Alpha back to 
campus,” Lauren said. “There is so much history and tradition 
connected with the sorority and its presence at Cortland for 
more than three decades.”

National representatives visited Cortland. In October 
the sorority became a colony and this spring a chapter. The 
sorority attracts women with diverse backgrounds, different 
majors and ideas. All this because Lauren Hedger believed the 
sororities at Cortland did not fit everyone. 

These two young people are our future alumni. They 
represent the Cortland of the 21st century. Along with the 
thousands of other students on campus, they embody why 
the Alumni Board of Directors works so hard to reconnect 
alumni to the College. We are all part of this unique institution 
that has been educating students for nearly 150 years. 

As the wife of a 1959 grad said to me at the Florida 
Reunion, “There is something different and very special 
about Cortland alumni.” 

Oh, how true!

Our future alumni
BY RONNIE STERNIN SILVER ’67 President, SUNY Cortland Alumni Association

A L U M N I

Perspective
H A R R Y ’ S  A L U M N I  H O U S E 

WISH LIST
SUNY Cortland’s loyal alumni are encouraged to once 
again come through for their College by donating to 
the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House 
items included in “Harry’s List.” 

This wish list of necessities for the Alumni 
House is named after Harry Bellardini ’56, an Alumni 
Association board member whose countless 
volunteer hours have transformed the facility into a 
beautiful and inviting place for graduates to reunite.

If you are interested in making one or more of 
these wishes come true, as well as confirming the cost, 
please contact either Harry at (607) 423-2143 or Doug 
DeRancy ’75, executive director of alumni affairs, at 
(607) 753-2516 or doug.derancy@cortland.edu. 

Donations may be tax deductible as allowed by 
the IRS. Several new items have been added to the 
wish list, as follows:

HARRY’S WISH LIST

INDOORS
 Queen-sized bed for Phillips Room $2,500

 Walk-in shower and new tiles for Phillips 
bathroom $11,000

 Air conditioner for dining room $300

OUTDOORS
 Lighting for front walk $1,000

The Alumni Association hopes that generous 
alumni will support acquiring other items contained 
on the complete wish list. To learn about those 
needed furnishings, contact Harry or Doug at the 
numbers provided above.

NAME CLASS YEAR

ADDRESS 

IS THIS A NEW ADDRESS?  YES  NO   IF YES, WHEN DID IT CHANGE?

DATE OF BIRTH

E-MAIL* WORK PHONE (           ) 

HOME PHONE (           ) MOBILE PHONE (           )

OCCUPATIONAL TITLE

NAME OF EMPLOYER

BUSINESS ADDRESS

SPOUSE/PARTNER  CLASS YEAR 

CLASS NOTES

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO: Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, 
Cortland, NY 13045-0900 or fax to (607) 753-5789 or send e-mail to alumni@cortland.edu. Alumni 
can also update their alumni records by visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate.

* By providing your e-mail address, you are expressing an interest in receiving electronic communications from 
SUNY Cortland.

Keep In Touch

FIRST PRE-MARITAL  LAST  

FIRST PRE-MARITAL  LAST  

Harry Bellardini ’56
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EVENTS MAILING SCHEDULE
Event registration materials are mailed six to eight weeks in 
advance of an event. If you do not receive a mailing and wish 
to attend your local chapter event, contact our office at 
(607) 753-2516 or by e-mail at alumni@cortland.edu and we 
will send one to you. We also use e-mail to notify and remind 
graduates of upcoming alumni events. If you would like to be 
contacted by e-mail, write to alumni@cortland.edu and supply 
your e-mail address.

Capital District
On Aug. 2, the Capital District Chapter is planning a Day at 

the Races in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Alumni will enjoy a buffet 
lunch in the Paddock Tent, which features betting windows, 
numerous televisions and a close-up view of the jockeys getting 
the thoroughbreds ready for their race. Look for more informa-
tion in an upcoming mailing.

Cortland
More than 50 alumni, family and friends attended the 

Cortland Chapter dinner and the musical play, “Guys and Dolls,” 
at SUNY Cortland on March 28. Dinner was served in Brockway 
Hall Jacobus Lounge. Professor of Performing Arts Thomas 
Hischak spoke to alumni about the history of “Guys and Dolls” 
on Broadway and the silver screen. After his presentation, alumni 
and guests walked across the street to enjoy the Performing Arts 
Department’s rendition of the musical.

The Southern Tier and Cortland Chapters are teaming up for 
a brunch cruise on Cayuga Lake in Ithaca, N.Y., on Sunday, Sept. 13. 
Come aboard the M/V Manhattan to enjoy the two-hour cruise 
around the lake. The brunch menu will offer a variety of choices 
and include a complimentary glass of champagne. A raffle will 
give participants a chance to win SUNY Cortland-related apparel 
and other items. Look for additional information in an upcoming 
mailing.

Hudson Valley
The Hudson Valley Chapter hosted 41 alumni and guests at 

the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y., on May 7. 
Attendees were given an educational tour of the campus and its 
facilities. SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum took time to 
personally speak with alumni and their guests. Alumni completed 
their evening with a meal on the institute’s campus in the fine 
dining atmosphere of the St. Andrews Café.

Long Island
An estimated 3,000 alumni, students, family and fans 

attended the SUNY Cortland Men’s lacrosse game versus 
Gettysburg College on March 7 at Burns Park in Massapequa, 
N.Y. The contest was a preview to the NCAA Division III national 
championship game played by Cortland and Gettsyburg in 
Foxborough, Mass., on May 24. The Long Island event included 
both a pre-game and post-game tailgate event organized by 
Joseph Lawless ’87, the Alumni Affairs Office and parents of the 
lacrosse team players. The SUNY Cortland Red Dragons defeated 
Gettysburg 14-8. Red Dragon athletes were greeted by the fans at 
the post-game tailgate for a well-deserved celebration. A special 
thanks goes out to Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor John Venditto, 
Assistant Deputy Commissioner of Oyster Bay Bobby McGreever, 
Massapequa High School Athletic Director John Piropato ’87, John 
Kirby of the Massapequa Lacrosse Club and all of the Oyster Bay 
Town staff for their efforts to make this event a huge success.

Mid-Atlantic
On Saturday, Sept. 12, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter plans another 
University of Maryland Football Game and pre-game tailgate. 
The event is made possible by the generosity of Gloria Spina 
Friedgen ’71 and her husband, Head Football Coach Ralph Friedgen. 
Invitations to this event will be sent out soon.

Southern Tier
The Southern Tier Chapter welcomed 48 alumni to the 

Binghamton Senators hockey game on March 27. The evening 
included a catered buffet dinner in a private room at the Broome 
County Veterans Memorial Arena. SUNY Cortland President Erik 
J. Bitterbaum gave a brief College update to the alumni and their 
guests after dinner. Look for this event to be repeated next year.

Get ready for the 11th annual Southern Tier Binghamton 
Mets game on Thursday, Aug. 13. The B-Mets host the Harrisburg 
Senators at NYSEG Stadium. The all-you-can eat buffet picnic 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. and the game will start at 7:05 p.m. Alumni 
and their guests will have an opportunity to meet SUNY Cortland 
President Erik J. Bitterbaum and spend some time in the Maine’s 
skybox for dessert and coffee. After the game, attendees will 
enjoy the Toyota fireworks display. Look for more information and 
details in our upcoming registration mailing.

Syracuse
The St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Syracuse, N.Y., drew 39 SUNY 

Cortland alumni to Mulrooney’s Pub for a celebration in Armory 
Square. Plans are to have this event again next year so don’t miss 
out on the parade, great food and company. 

Western New York
The Western New York Chapter will hold its annual Scholarship 

Golf Tournament on Monday, Aug. 10, at the Glen Oak Golf Course 
in East Amherst, N.Y. The tournament will begin at 1 p.m. A dinner 
and awards ceremony will follow the competition. All proceeds 
from the event will benefit the Western New York Chapter 
Scholarship Fund, which annually supports a deserving Western 
New York student attending Cortland. This year’s scholarship will 
be awarded to Timothy Harroun, a physical education major from 
Tonawanda, N.Y.

SUNY CORTLAND ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION CHAPTERS

ADIRONDACK AREA 
Beryl Cooper Szwed ’70

157 Kiwassa Rd., Saranac Lake, NY 12983
H (518) 891-5008    szwed@northnet.org

ATLANTA AREA 
Lisa Falvo Santangelo ’77

13825 Bethany Oaks Pointe, Alpharetta, GA 30004
H (770) 664-1805    lisasan55@att.net

BOSTON AREA 
Bernadette Mackin Graycar ’78

170 Jefferson St., Braintree, MA 02184
H (781) 848-6480 

CAPITAL DISTRICT
Mike Horelick ’67

1702 Western Ave., Apt. 106, Albany, NY 12203 
H (518) 452-1412    mhoreli1@nycap.rr.com

Bob Samaniuk ’00
866 Oregon Ave., Schenectady, NY 12309

H (518) 506-2977    TmiamiD@aol.com

CORTLAND AREA 
Linda May Armstrong ’76

H (607) 749-4780    darmst7@twcny.rr.com 

HUDSON VALLEY 
Colleen FitzPatrick Napora ’87

6 Malmros Terrace, Poughkeespie, NY 12601
H (845) 298-2141    ruirish@optonline.net

Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82
1347 Peekskill Hollow Rd., Carmel, NY 10512

H (845) 225-8640    jsorbella@aol.com 

LONG ISLAND 
Jennifer Gaeta ’06 

117 Ann St., Valley Stream, NY 11580 
H (516) 398-2152    gaeta826@yahoo.com 

Cindy Mardenfeld ’93
108 Town House Village, Hauppauge, NY 11788 
Cell: (516) 510-6176    cindy@mardenfeld.com

MID-ATLANTIC 
Sarah J. Pope ’04

sarahpope29@hotmail.com

Meaghan E. Hearn ’05
meaghanehearn@gmail.com 

NEW YORK CITY
Stephany Krauz ’04

345 Bay Ridge Parkway, Apt. 30, Brooklyn, NY 11209
stephkrauz@hotmail.com

Joe Vallo ’79
1302 Regent Dr., Mount Kisco, NY 10549

H (914) 242-3297    joemarkemma@aol.com

ROCHESTER
Art Jones ’74

329 Linden St., Apt. 3, Rochester, NY 14620
H (585) 368-2103    ajones@macsourceinc.com

SOUTHERN TIER
Michael ’01 and Megan Benjamin Kennerknecht ’02

15 Rotary Ave., Binghamton, NY 13095
H (607) 743-0574

makennerknecht@gmail.com 
meganlyn@live.com 

SYRACUSE AREA 
Lou Chistolini ’65 

104 Genesee Rd., Camillus, NY 13031
H (315) 487-3862    LchistoL65@yahoo.com

Lou Pettinelli Jr. ’55
9415 Wickham Dr., Brewerton, NY 13029

H (315) 676-7175    louispett@yahoo.com

WESTERN NEW YORK 
David Dengler ’78

100 Ruskin Rd., Eggertsville, NY 14226
H (716) 835-3332    W (716) 837-2070

djdbflo@yahoo.com 

ChapterChatter

The Southern Tier Chapter hosted a dinner around a Binghamton 
Senators March 27 hockey game at Broome County Veterans 
Memorial Arena. Pictured from the left are: Linda Wilson Herrick ’62, 
Wendy Herrick Bostrom ’90 and Rick Bostrom.

The Syracuse Chapter held a St. Patrick’s Day get-together at 
Mulrooney’s Pub on March 14. In the front row are Gary Schuehler, 
Danielle Sherwood, and Bob McGarvey. Pictured in the back 
row are: Alumni Board of Directors Member Kathleen Hoefert 
Schuehler ’78, Judy McGarvey, Bill Hoefert and Jesse Sherwood.

On March 7, the Long Island Chapter hosted a tailgate event at Burns 
Park in Massapequa, N.Y. Pictured from the left are: Men’s Lacrosse 
Coach Stephen Beville, Joseph Lawless ’87 and Ellen Lawless.
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YANKEE EVENT CANCELED
The previously scheduled trip to the Yankees vs. 

Red Sox game was cancelled this year due to the restruc-
turing of group tickets and game ticket availability by the 
New York Yankees. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused our alumni. 

The Alumni Affairs Office does have a limited 
number of tickets to the Saturday, Sept. 12, Baltimore 
Orioles vs. New York Yankees game. Registrations will be 
taken on a first come-first serve basis. For information 
and instructions on how to register for this event, visit 
alumni.cortland.edu/yankees.

LAS VEGAS ALUMNI REUNITE
On Feb. 20–22 a Regional Reunion was held in 

Las Vegas, Nev., at the New York, New York Hotel and 
Casino. Terry Allen ’78 and Patricia Ignagni Allen ’78 
hosted 37 alumni, family members and friends at their 
home for a welcoming cocktail party that featured 
special guest impersonator Elvis Presley. Paul Terry ’75 
of “Fab Four Live” helped alumni “relive the days of 
Beatlemania” by providing them with discounted tickets 
to an electrifying performance that portrayed how one 
of the greatest bands of all time revolutionized the face 
of music forever. Alumni also had the chance to get out 
on the golf course and meet President Erik J. Bitterbaum 
at the reunion banquet.

FLORIDA REUNIONS HELD
On March 6, Gloria Quadrini ’59 hosted a cocktail 

reception at her Jupiter, Fla., home for 46 alumni 
and friends. Alumni enjoyed mixed drinks and Italian 
hors d’oeuvres provided by Gloria. President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum along with special guest Assistant Professor 

Emeritus of Physical Education Robert Wallace ’53 were 
at the event to greet alumni. Look to attend this event 
next year.

On March 7, James Cranfield ’61 and his wife, 
Susan, hosted 34 golfers at the Waterford Golf Club in 
Venice, Fla., for the 2009 West Coast Florida Reunion. 
Special guest Robert Wallace ’53 greeted alumni and 
their families. Golfers competed for a variety of SUNY 
Cortland prizes and joined 88 alumni and friends for 
dinner at the club after the tournament. President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum presented a SUNY Cortland update.

VOICE OFFICE PLANS ALUMNI REUNION 
On Friday, Oct. 2, and Saturday, Oct. 3, SUNY 

Cortland will host the first Voice Office Alumni reunion. 
Alumni who participated in the following groups will be 
invited to connect with current students: Asian Pacific 
Student Union, Black Student Union, Caribbean Student 
Association, Hillel/Jewish Student Union, La Familia 
Latina/Latin Student Union, Men of Value and Excellence, 
Rainbow Alliance/Spectrum-Cortland Gay Straight 
Alliance/Pride and Women of Color Club. 

Tentative events include a Friday alumni social, panels 
with current students and a student-alumni banquet.   

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SCHEDULES REUNION
In honor of its 20th anniversary, the International 

Studies Program will host a reunion for its alumni 
Saturday, Oct. 24, to Monday, Oct. 26. Tentative 
events include a social at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House, a wine tour of the Finger Lakes 
region, opportunities to reconnect with faculty and a 
symposium with current students.  

For updates, check the alumni online calendar at 
www.cortland.edu/alumni/calendar.asp

July
17-19 Alumni Reunion Weekend, SUNY Cortland

28  Alumni Picnic, Hosted by Hank ’49 and 
Sallie von Mechow, Hamilton, N.Y.

31-Aug. 2 Alumni Board of Directors Retreat, Outdoor 
Education Center, Raquette Lake, N.Y.

August
2 Capital District Chapter, A Day at the Races, 

Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

10 Western New York Golf Tournament, 
Glen Oaks Golf Course, East Amherst, N.Y.

13 Binghamton Mets Baseball Game and Picnic, 
NYSEG Stadium, Binghamton, N.Y.

15-16 Red Dragon Ride, SUNY Cortland

September
11-12 Homecoming Weekend, SUNY Cortland

12 Mid-Atlantic Chapter Event, University of 
Maryland vs. James Madison Football Game, 
Byrd Stadium, College Park, Md.

12 Baltimore Orioles vs. New York Yankees, 
Bronx, N.Y.

13 Southern Tier and Cortland Chapter Brunch 
Cruise, Cayuga Lake, Ithaca, N.Y.

19 Baseball Alumni Reunion, SUNY Cortland

30-Sept. 4 Post-World War II Reunion, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.

October
2-3 The Voice Office Alumni Reunion, 

SUNY Cortland

24-26 International Studies Program Reunion, 
SUNY Cortland

30 C-Club Classic Team Reunion: Women’s 
Cross Country National Championship 
Teams under Coach Jack Daniels

30-31 C-Club Hall of Fame Weekend, SUNY 
Cortland

November
14 Cortaca Jug Football Game, Ithaca, N.Y.

March
5 2010 East Coast Florida Reunion, Jupiter, Fla.

6 2010 West Coast Florida Reunion, 
Waterford Club, Venice, Fla.

calendar 
O F  E V E N T S

REGIONAL AND SPECIAL EVENTS
To be sure they receive invitations, alumni are urged to update their alumni records by visiting 
www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate.

On. Feb. 22, alumni attended a banquet for the Las Vegas Regional Reunion at the New York, New York Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, Nev. 
Seated from the left are: Richard McComb, George Calley ’58, Mary Ann Calley, Lynne Parks Hoff man ’68, Alice Purple Allen ’50 and Manager 
of Leadership Gifts Michael Katz. In the middle row are: President Erik J. Bitterbaum, Patricia Eckdahl McComb ’67, Michael Vela ’88, Jessica 
Wuerz, Deborah Quigley ’79, Lynn Karlin Perlman ’68, Adrienne Cass Friedman ’73, Donna Still Franco ’73, Judy Zandy, Bernard Zandy ’67, Sara 
Sellars and James Sellars ’59. In the back row are: Laurie Woodward Jenssen ’67, Patricia Ignagni Allen ’78, Terry Allen ’78, J.J. Walsh ’78, Richard 
Winkler ’78, Ron Jenssen, Robert Perlman, Robert Parks, Mike Friedman ’72, Vice President for Institutional Advancement Raymond Franco ’72, 
Russell Thompson ’70 and Jack Allen.

On Feb. 17, Atlanta area alumni met and ate dinner with President Erik J. Bitterbaum. From the left are: Harry Grogan ’63, Susan Searle ’82, 
Clarke Peterson ’72 , Lois Rosenbaum Peterson ’73, Jake Jacobson ’83, Larry Marquit ’60 and President Bitterbaum.

On March 7, alumni attended the West Coast Florida Reunion at the 
Waterford Country Club in Venice, Fla. Seated are Americk “Rick” 
D’Addio ’63 and Joan Stortecky D’Addio ’64. Standing are Robert 
Beaudine, Heidi Vercruysse Beaudine ’79, Richard Vercruysse ’61 and 
Ellen Vercruysse. 
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BY PETER D. KORYZNO Editor

NEWARK, Del. — In the mid-
1980s, years before such life-
changing American tragedies 
as Hurricane Katrina, 9/11 and 

the Northridge earthquake, Political Science 
Professor Richard Sylves ’70 got permission 
to create an experimental course for his 
University of Delaware students.

“It was called ‘Politics and Disaster’ and 
no political science department in any U.S. 
school or university had ever offered such 
a course,” recounted Sylves, who majored 
in history as an undergraduate. “At the time, 
I got teased about it. People said to me, 
‘Who would ever take that? Who cares 
about disasters?’”

The catastrophic events of the past two 
decades, coupled with the pervasive and 
instantaneous media coverage afforded 
them, have validated Sylves’ prescient 
academic interests. Although other 
educators at many campuses would even-
tually follow his lead, Sylves, who has been 
a member of the Delaware faculty since 
1977, remains one of the nation’s foremost 
experts on the subject. His fourth book, 
Disaster Policy and Politics, was published by 
Congressional Quarterly Press last year.

His knowledge of presidentially declared 
disasters and their political ramifications is 
second to none. Sylves maintains a public 
access Web site, funded by the Public Entity 
Risk Institute, that provides a chronological 
list of every disaster declaration — all 1,800 
major and 300 emergency proclamations — 
from President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s first 
in 1953 when a tornado hit northeast Georgia 
through into the Obama presidency of 2009.

At the same time, Sylves’ close familiarity 
with the oft-controversial Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) dates back 
almost to its origins under President Jimmy 
Carter in 1979.

“I was interested in nuclear energy 
concerns during the ’70s and, in 1980, had my 
first journal article published about offsite 
planning around nuclear power plants and 
the controversies over evacuation policies.”

Sylves garnered some fame for that 
research and, in 1984, was chosen as a repre-
sentative from the state of Delaware to 
participate in a National Association of 
Schools of Public Affairs and Administration 
(NASPAA) two-week workshop at the FEMA 
headquarters in Maryland. 

“The quickest description of the 
workshop was, it was everything you want 
to know about FEMA but were afraid to ask,” 
he explained. “We even got a trip to Three 
Mile Island. After the workshop, I started a 
newsletter called Emergency Management 
Dispatch. Also, the American Society for 
Public Administration, with my help, created 
a section on emergency crisis management 
that is still going strong.”

In 1988, Sylves bolstered his back-
ground in disaster preparedness when he 
and a colleague from Farleigh Dickinson 
University were granted rare access to the 
emergency plans for the City of New York 
during successive trips to One Police Plaza 
in Manhattan. Then, in 1990, Sylves used 
those experiences to write the first of many 
books, Cities in Disaster, on emergencies and 
disasters. By the end of that decade, Sylves 
was frequently sought-after by the media for 
his expert commentary and analysis.

Sylves recently shared his thoughts on 
FEMA, the current state of America with 
regard to disasters, and the important role 
that SUNY Cortland played in his personal 
and professional career.

“The smartest communities are the ones 
that have planned for their own destruction,” 
he explained. “That’s a very odd thing for me 
to say, but it’s absolutely true. If you plan 

for the worst-case scenarios, you are better 
prepared to deal with those eventualities 
when they occur. For example, the vulner-
abilities we have on the East Coast for hurri-
canes are immense. People have a tendency 
to think we do not have a hurricane threat 
anymore. We could be hit by three in one 
season in the Northeast.”

Sylves said he freely shares his disaster 
data on the Web to demonstrate that no 
state is immune from disaster and that 
recovery is not always swift or complete.

“People sometimes have a false confi-
dence that just because there is a FEMA or 
just because we’ve had disasters in the past, 
that somehow all things are going to be put 
back to perfection within days after the next 
catastrophe,” he warned. “That never, ever 
happens. Even in the smallest of disasters, 
people who experience them often have 
their lives changed forever.”

“In terms of my own comfort level, I am 
more confident now that FEMA can handle 
a really major disaster than it could before 
Katrina,” he added. “However, no agency 
can be expected to be prepared for a catas-
trophe, even on the scale of Katrina, We’re 
vulnerable to Katrina-scale disasters and to 

much-more damaging earthquakes than the 
Northridge quake of 1994. A future catas-
trophe could produce a trillion dollars worth 
of damage and could cause the financial 
collapse of the insurance and reinsurance 
industry worldwide. No one should assume 
that we’re fully prepared for catastrophes. 
It’s unfair to expect FEMA, an agency of 
less than 5,000 people, to be able to handle 
something as devastating as a super-earth-
quake along California’s San Andreas Fault.”

FEMA was an independent agency from 
its inception until 2003, when it was placed 
within the Department of Homeland Security 
owing to the nation’s response to 9/11. 

“Despite its high profile, FEMA employs 
only about 3,000-4,000 people out of the 
170,000 individuals working within Homeland 
Security,” said Sylves. 

“FEMA really is a speck, both budget-
arily and personnel-wise, within the gigantic 

Department of Homeland Security, but the 
speck has more integrity now than it had 
before Katrina because Congress allowed 
FEMA to pull back programs and functions 
that were ceded to other units of Homeland 
Security before and they’ve allowed FEMA 
to regain emergency management grant 
programs important to state and local 
governments,” he noted. “FEMA is abjectly 
dependent upon the president. How the 
president chooses to use or not use FEMA 
affects the ability of the agency to perform 
its duties.

“On those occasions when presidents 
have filled the top FEMA position as a political 
reward to an under-qualified crony, they 
have create the impression that federal emer-
gency managers do not have important jobs 
and you really don’t need to ever rely on 
these people,” said Sylves. “In such times, 
the morale of FEMA people craters and the 
agency loses credibility in performing its vital 
disaster mitigation and preparedness work 
with other government agencies and officials.

“I would be willing to say with great 
confidence that no matter who is president 
from here on, owing to the Hurricane Katrina 
debacle, you’re going to see someone running 

FEMA who is experienced, professional and 
knows how to handle disasters and emer-
gencies.

“Presidents have been declaring disasters 
since 1950 when a pair of laws, the Civil 
Defense Act and the Disaster Relief Act, gave 
them that power,” said Sylves.

“Before 1950, Congress passed special 
laws after each major disaster,” he explained. 
“It was a very awkward system. People had 
to wait too long. The bills didn’t come out 
the way they were proposed.

“The Stafford Act of 1988, enacted at the 
end of the Reagan Administration, extended 
even more broadly the range of things that 
presidents could define as disasters. The 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 extended it 
even further. Now we are at a point where 
Presidents, if they suspect that a disaster might 
result from a terrorist act that might occur, can 
trigger a form of disaster declaration.”

The conventional declaration process 
starts with a request to the president from 
a governor. Over the last 56 years, the pres-
ident receives an average of one disaster 
declaration request every two weeks. Since 
1988, about 75 percent of the requests are 
granted and that figure is increasing because 
of political pressures and the accuracy and 
detail provided by technology, particularly 
information technologies such as geographic 
information systems (GIS) and computer-
based simulations, said Sylves.

“GIS has revolutionized the ability to 
document loss,” added Sylves, who first 
experienced its potential in the late 1990s 
in New York City. He learned that the city’s 
emergency management director was leading 
an effort to digitize and store on a single 
CD every structure in New York to, for 
example, aid firefighters racing to the scene 
of a building fire with pertinent blueprint, 
ownership, renovation and inspection data.

“When my sons were little, they played 
with a computer game called SimCity 
that allowed them to model and manage 
different disasters hitting a pretend city. 
SimCity is no longer just a game. 

When When 
disaster disaster 
strikesstrikes

continued on page 8

“The smartest communities 

are the ones that have planned 

for their own destruction. 

That’s a very odd thing for 

me to say, but it’s absolutely 

true. If you plan for the worst-

case scenarios, you are better 

prepared to deal with those 

eventualities when they occur.”
— Richard Sylves ’70

University of Delaware Professor Richard Sylves ’70 has been researching, writing and teaching about the political component of disasters for the last 
three decades. He is pictured near the university campus, along the bank of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal with the Augustine Herman Highway 
Bridge in the background.
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BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

Arlington, Va. — Anthony 
McKeon ’01 struggled to 
afford college. Whether 
toiling as a teen at a super-

market in Binghamton, N.Y., or as a college 
student who sold his car for cash and 
juggled Work-Study against class time, the 
Greene (N.Y.) High School graduate labored 
and saved. 

He managed to also apply himself as 
diligently at college to learn geographic 
information systems (GIS) technology, a 
discipline even its loudest cheerleaders 
admit is very difficult to master. 

McKeon’s enormous work ethic paid 
off academically and still does in his chosen 
profession. One of the first SUNY Cortland 
geography majors to graduate with the 
then-new GIS concentration, he quickly 
creates maps and data to help America’s 
leaders establish rescue plans for communi-
ties facing fire, flood, hurricane, earthquake 
and yes, even a volcano eruption.

“I worked on maps for the D.C. inaugu-
ration of President Obama,” said McKeon 
of Columbia, Md., who is team lead GIS 
analyst for the National Guard Bureau 
Joint Coordination Center (NGBJoCC) in 
Arlington, Va. That’s all this civilian’s military 
clearance allows him to say on his involve-
ment in the logistical details of the 44th U.S. 
president’s Jan. 20 march to the capitol for 
the historic swearing-in ceremony.

McKeon’s staff of five covers a seven-
day, 24-hour operation that involves 
monitoring the National Guard troop 
involvement with natural crises, nationally 
significant events and federal emergencies. 
He reports to a geospatial program manager.

“This is where I want to be,” said 
McKeon, who was promoted from a 
staff position to his management role in 
December. “This is where I wanted to go 
when I graduated from Cortland, working 
for the government with GIS technology. 
It took a few years but now that I’m here, 
it’s great.”

“He’s among the really successful gradu-
ates from this department,” observed David 
Miller, a distinguished teaching professor of 

geography, who developed the GIS program 
at SUNY Cortland. “Students like Anthony 
come on like a fire hose in terms of their 
excitement and their productivity. Many of 
the students who really, really succeed with 
this field … know they need to just sit down 
and get the job done.”

McKeon takes the satellite-guided, near-
perfect physical renditions that are the 
hallmark of the ESRI GIS software that he 
uses — and learned how to use at SUNY 
Cortland — and plugs in whatever infor-
mation will help viewers decide how to 
proceed. His particular audience needs to 
know where and what the problems are, 
where and what the solutions are, and how 
to bring both together. 

“Sometimes they want imagery,” 
McKeon explained. “Sometimes they want 
critical infrastructure in a certain area. A lot 
of times we do exercises to train them for 
disasters such as earthquakes or hurricanes.”

The diagrams might plot the course of 
the calamity, the escape routes for people 
and the critical infrastructure in the crisis 
zone such as hospitals, helicopter landing 
pads, and shelters for displaced victims, he 
explained. His team simultaneously monitors 
all the National Guard deployments around 
the country in order to help military and 
civilian officials determine the troop source 
and size for the relief response.

First, key National Guard logisticians 
receive the images and data from his area, 
explained McKeon, who actually works for 
NANA-Pacific, a minority-owned federal 
contractor based in Alaska. His operation 
then converts the material into a constantly 
updated electronic report of whatever 
recent or looming catastrophe is being 
faced. As each 12-hour shift change occurs 
in his department, the fresh team of GIS 
operators is briefed on a PowerPoint 
summary prepared by the prior team to 
continue the seamless operation.

“We have something called a rolling 
Common Operating Picture Manager,” 
McKeon said, describing an essential tool of 
his staff. “It’s a map of the United States and 
we get live feeds from certain Web sites 
that have specific disaster information, like 

this Web site called GeoMac.gov, which the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s produces in order 
to share the current fire information from 
all around the United States. We import 
that into our GIS map.”

On the computer screen, viewers can 
select small, universal disaster symbols to 
open up fields that are loaded with current 
information about what’s going on, he said.

“Hurricanes are the most serious 
disaster as they involve a lot of manpower,” 
McKeon said. “I actually lived through my 
first hurricanes last year, with Gustav and 
Hanna. That was very, very intense. We 
were constantly getting requests for infor-
mation. ‘Where are the troops going? We 
need maps right away.’”

“I’ve also done maps for a volcano in 
Alaska and Texas and California wildfires,” he 
added. When Mount Redoubt erupted in 
Alaska, McKeon’s team responded with the 
awareness that dangerous gas was released.

“We developed a gas plume model to 
determine where that was headed and what 
cities were in the area,” he said. “Fortunately 
there’s not too much around there to be 
affected. But, we still have to prepare like 
there would be.”

Since graduation, McKeon has honed his 
skills in GIS, database, spreadsheet and image 
handling while working at two different 
utility companies and an environmental 
engineering firm. He moved to the D.C. area 
in 2003, determined to advance his career.

At SUNY Cortland, he had been on 
track to graduate with a degree in sociology 
before he had a career day encounter with 
one of his professors, Miller, who recruited 
him into the geography program. 

The budding cartographers in Miller’s 
newly created program were learning GIS 
on cutting-edge computer technology, 
supported by federal Title III funds to SUNY 
Cortland to enhance the School of Arts 
and Sciences. The program offered McKeon 
and his classmates the one-semester, multi-
disciplinary Learning Community experience 
called TechFirst. This prototype Learning 
Community required first-year course 
work in English, cultural geography, world 
geography, technology, an introduction to 
GIS, and world resources. The students also 
presented a map report. In this academic 
environment, McKeon thrived.

“Anthony saw you could do a lot of 
good things with GIS and sociology,” Miller 
said. “It would open a different suite of 
doors for him. But with GIS, you have to 
know how to work. It’s time consuming and 
involves an extremely steep learning curve.”

“Starting out, you just kind of had to 
have patience and really do the work on 
your own,” observes McKeon. “There’s a 
lot of geometry and scaling probability. 
But also you just have to have a sense of 
art because a lot the maps’ appeal are their 
esthetic qualities: how pretty they look, 
how even all the lines are, how it comes 
together and presents the information 
that it is intended to present. It all comes 
together and that’s the part I like, building 
my own special quality of map and saying: 
‘Here it is, here’s what I can do.’”

Mapping His Dream Job

Alumni, family and friends got together for a Post-World War II Reunion in Branson, Mo., from 
Sept. 24-27. Pictured in the front row from the left are: Ruth Daniels Scanlon ’51, Marilyn Kellam 
Tannenhaus ’48, Normal Hall Burns ’48, Carmela Olivari, Rose Marie Luppino Kleinspehn ’49, 
Edward H. Olivari ’49, Ruth Fitzpatrick Stapleton ’51, Barbara Bennett Carey ’50, Gloria Witter, 
Beverly Stowell Kearing ’51 and Frank Kearing. In the back are: Rachael Sprague, Kenneth Bush, 
Robert Basch ’49, Mary Bush, Lynne Levenbach, Dutch Craumer ’49, Rein Maavere, Eleanor Brox 
Maavere, Donald L. Bush ’50, Judi Murray, Cliff ord Murray ’50, Annette Fazio, Paul F. Fazio ’48, 
William H. Carey ’50, Richard F. Witter ’50, Michael Cassavo and Kay Cassavo.

POST-WORLD WAR II REUNION
Post-World War II alumni will hold their 11th reunion in Chattanooga, Tenn., on 

Sept. 30-Oct. 4. Rose Marie Luppino Kleinspehn ’49 and the Alumni Affairs Office are 
busy organizing the schedule of events. Preliminary plans include accommodations at 
the Chattanooga Choo Choo. Look for more information in upcoming mailings.

Anthony McKeon ’01, standing on the far left, explains the swine fl u virus poster map he created using 
geographic information systems (GIS) software to military offi  cers meeting with him in the Current 
Intelligence Offi  ce of the National Guard Bureau Joint Coordination Center (NGBJCC) in Arlington, Va.
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BY JEAN PALMER Staff  Writer

The colors crimson and pearl 
white can once again be seen 
on the SUNY Cortland campus, 
thanks to the installation of the 

Alpha Sigma Alpha chapter of the national 
sorority this spring.

For about a year-and-a-half, more than 
50 students worked to bring the sorority 
back to SUNY Cortland. The new Greek 
organization was officially recognized by 
the College in mid-October. From Nov. 6-7, 
national representatives visited campus to 
interview interested women and formally 
established the colony for 43 new sisters with 
a pinning ceremony on Nov. 8. In Spring 2009, 
more undergraduate women were recruited 
to join. 

“This is my dream come true,” said Lauren 
Hedger, a senior special education and English 
major from Smithtown, N.Y. “We started this 
more than a year ago and it’s a goal we’ve 
been working toward. It feels great to have 
achieved it. I am so proud of all of the girls.”

“This has been a long time coming,” 
said Sandra Wohlleber, assistant director 
of Campus Activities and Greek Affairs at 
SUNY Cortland. “Our last addition of a 
National Panhellenic Conference sorority 
was in 1993. This is the first time a former 
sorority on this campus has come back. 
There has been an interest and a need for 
an additional Greek sorority on our campus 
as evidenced by the growing number of 
women going through recruitment each 
semester. The addition of Alpha Sigma Alpha 
will not only provide our undergraduates 
with a new option, it will require our current 
groups to re-examine their core values and 
promote themselves accordingly if they wish 
to stay competitive.”

Alpha Sigma Alpha was chartered as 
the Gamma Clio chapter in 1946 at SUNY 
Cortland, but the chapter was closed in 1953 
when the State University of New York 
forced all campus sororities and fraternities to 
sever their ties with national organizations 
because of the perceived exclusion of 
minority groups in some of these organiza-
tions. The Gamma Clio chapter then became 

a local sorority called Alpha Sigma, which 
became inactive in the 1970s because of the 
declining interest in Greek organizations.

“The national organization is incredibly 
excited to come back to SUNY Cortland,” 
said Amber Shaverdi, national membership 
growth coordinator for Alpha Sigma Alpha. 
“Cortland’s chapter was one of our first 50 
and to come back to a place where we’ve 

had a history, especially to a campus that is 
experiencing growth, is exciting.”

Alpha Sigma Alpha exists to promote 
high ideals and standards for its members 
throughout their lives. The organization 
strives to develop women of poise and 
purpose and to assist members in fostering 
lifetime friendships.

The sorority’s national philanthropies 
include the Special Olympics and the 
S. June Smith Center, a non-profit agency 
that provides early identification, education, 
training and therapy to infants and children 
with disabilities in Lancaster, Pa.

The Gamma Clio chapter will join five 
sororities, four fraternities and one service 
fraternity at SUNY Cortland.

Alumna Minnie Huff ner Daub ’58, left, shares stories with new sisters Heather Strumpel, Laura Farmer and 
Lauren Hedger during an Alpha Sigma Alpha/ Alpha Sigma alumnae tea held on March 22 at the Lynne 
Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House. The sorority is back at the College after a 55-year absence.

“One thing about Delaware is we’re 
obviously a small state. The entire state is 
digitized — every fire hydrant, every water 
line, every building location. By compiling this 
spatial information and forming simulation 
models, one is able to project what would 
happen if, let’s say, a category 4 hurricane 
struck and produced a storm surge that 
pushed inland. We can now better estimate 
losses when hurricanes or even severe storms 
strike. Anyone who has appropriate subject 
matter expertise and who knows how to use 
GIS will probably never be out of work.”

Growing up in Blasdell, N.Y., and later 
in Endwell, N.Y., Sylves’ own aspirations 
gravitated toward being a history teacher. 
He chose Cortland after meeting a young 
political science professor, Henry Steck, 
whose manner and intellect impressed him 
greatly.

“I thought to myself, ‘That’s what I want 
to be!’” recalled Sylves. “Cortland, for me, 
was a full immersion and liberating expe-
rience. There were probably few things I 
didn’t try doing in my time there. To the 
chagrin of my parents and brothers, I made 
Cortland my full-time home all year long. 
Frankly, I loved every moment of the expe-
rience and I have few regrets.”

Sylves was the Hilltop Press news editor, 
a summer orientation counselor, a student 
justice and a member of Gamma Tau Sigma 
fraternity. He was a student representative 
to the Faculty Senate and he even wrote 
jokes for the campus newspaper. His first 
summer in college, he painted residence 
halls and absolutely loved working alongside 
“the blue-collar, salt-of-the-earth” College 
classified staff. “I made friends of campus 
security guards, janitors, groundspeople, as 
well as faculty, administrators and students.

“For the last two years, I actually lived 
in Neubig Hall,” he said. “We lived in an 
apartment, not intended for student housing, 
that was under an industrial dishwasher.

Sylves met his future wife, Claire Murphy 
Sylves ’70, who went on to a distinguished 
career in college admissions as an expert in 
foreign education credentialing, while they 
were classmates at Cortland. They married 
after graduation and have two grown sons, 
Nathan and Eric.

Academically, Sylves credits SUNY Cort-
land’s strong general education program for 
exposing him to courses such as philosophy, 
mathematics, geology, sociology, anthro-
pology, Spanish, and more. He conceded 
that he entered some courses “kicking 
and screaming” but often left them with a 
lifelong appreciation. He took four levels of 
calculus as a personal challenge and, although 
not passing the last one, sees the experience 
as highly worthwhile.

“I wanted to see how far I could go with 
it,” he recalled. “It didn’t help my cumulative 
GPA by failing Calc 4; however, I tell my own 
students that you should try to challenge 
yourself. If you simply go through school to 
find easy courses or to inflate your grade 
point average, you might be missing experi-
ences and leaving undiscovered talents you 
didn’t think you had.”

He fondly remembers Ralph Adams 
Brown, his history professor, who would 
sometimes bring his class to his home to 
share ideas and to study with him in his 
personal library.

“The methodology Professor Brown 
taught me as a historian is still an invaluable 
help to me — even to this day — in terms 
of how I do my research. The courses I took 
from Professor Steck have helped chart 

my future ever since. The academic prep-
aration I received at SUNY Cortland was 
terrific. When I went to SUNY Albany for 
my master’s degree in the School of Public 
Affairs and also to the University of Illinois 
for my Ph.D., I felt I had good grounding from 
my undergraduate experience.”

After SUNY Albany, Sylves worked for 
the New York State Senate researching 
first New York City revenue projection and 
then the State’s environmental wastewater 
treatment, the latter at a time between the 
passage of the federal Clean Air Act in 1970 
and approval of the federal Clean Waters 
Act two years later.

“New York state was very progressive 
and ahead of the federal government in 
terms of providing an environmental bond 
fund that subsidized waste treatment plant 
construction. People don’t realize that if you 
don’t have waste treatment, you don’t get 
suburban subdivisions, malls, plazas and new 
industries. Plus people began to recognize 
how critical it was to protect the environment 
of the state.”

Sylves used the data he collected for his 
doctoral dissertation at Illinois on partisan 
bias in the allocation of federal construction 
grants across New York State. The experience 
also gave him much more.

“What I got to see was the environment 
and political geography of New York state in 
great detail,” he explained. “I got to under-
stand the dynamics of a government program. 
The work I did for the Legislature opened an 
academic door for me that his inspired me to 
teach environmental policy for 30 years.”

Sylves views higher education as one 
vehicle for helping people understand their 
vulnerability to, and their preparedness for, 
disasters and emergencies.

“If I had one great wish granted, I would 
make sure that universities across the country 
facilitated teaching and course availabilities 
that enabled students to learn about disaster 
and disaster management,” he concluded. 
“I am not just advocating this for political 
science. There are many disciplines that have 
a great interest in the study of disasters — 
sociology, meteorology, the geo-sciences, 
economics, education, nursing, business, inter-
national relations, geography, and many more. 
There is today a growing specialization on 
how to handle the needs of disabled people 
in disasters. In many ways, Hurricane Katrina 
tragically demonstrated why it is essential to 
look out for people in times of emergency 
who suffer limitations or incapacities.

“I’ve long believed that disaster research is 
about five-to-10 years behind environmental 
research. When I was at the University of 
Cincinnati in the 1970s, I pleaded for permission 
to teach for the first time ever there a politics 
and environment course. Some of my older 
colleagues said environmentalism was a fad 
and that interest in it would soon fade away. 
For years I encountered the same senti-
ments with regard to disaster research. People 
think the field is irrelevant or too far out of 
the mainstream. Many also go to work every 
day believing they will never experience a 
disaster themselves. They trust that no disaster, 
whether caused by natural or human-caused 
forces, will ever touch them or their families. 
Several U.S. Presidents have labored under 
the same delusion and have had to pay a high 
political and reputational advice as a conse-
quence. The 9/11 terror attacks and Hurricane 
Katrina have begun to end this complacency. 
It is intrinsically important to know and study 
how organizations and how people behave in 
disaster circumstances. 

DISASTER continued from page 6

A A returns

“The national organization is 

incredibly excited to come back 

to SUNY Cortland. Cortland’s 

chapter was one of our first 50 

and to come back to a place 

where we’ve had a history, 

especially to a campus that is 

experiencing growth, is exciting.”
— Amber Shaverdi, 

national membership growth 
coordinator for Alpha Sigma Alpha
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the Hill
V I E W  F R O M

SUNY Cortland has obtained a federal grant of $247,000 
to develop academic programs that will train tomorrow’s 
community leaders and help keep young people in the state 
after graduation.

U.S. Rep. Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica, N.Y.) secured the 
congressionally directed funding for the Building Community 
Leaders project, which will underwrite a three-year initiative 
to develop a leadership program for the next generation of 
community leaders. Included in a fiscal year 2009 funding 
bill, the grant passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate and is part of the 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act 
signed into law by President Barack Obama on March 11.

“The next generation is the key to our success as a region 
and anything we can do to keep our young people here and 
engaged in the community is critically important,” Arcuri said. 
“The Building Community Leaders project at SUNY Cortland will 
help to build the next generation of business and civic leaders.”

Students in this program will develop the self-awareness 
and confidence to seek out and assume leadership roles in 
Cortland, their own communities, New York state and the 
nation.

“Our project will be unique in targeting leadership skills 
to meet community needs,” said Richard Kendrick, the Soci-
ology/Anthropology Department chair and director of the 
College’s Institute for Civic Engagement. “Many colleges and 

universities have leadership programs of various types, but 
we will be among the first to develop a program that focuses 
on the knowledge and skills to develop new leaders for 
community and economic development.”

SUNY Cortland students will be involved in the program 
through a set of common experiences that may include work-
shops, service projects, internships, retreats, credit-bearing 
courses, and community problem-solving experiences.

“We’re going to engage in a process of bringing people 
together who have an interest in developing this program,” 
Kendrick said. “We’re still working out whether the result of 
the grant will be courses, workshops or something else and 
how we will tie this to students’ experiential learning through 
service-learning, internships or other experiences. We will 
bring together the various individuals and organizations on 
campus who are already doing work in this area.” 

In 1999, the federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) awarded SUNY Cortland $400,000 to 
support its Community Outreach Partnership Centers (COPC) 
project. The program has allowed the College to share its 
intellectual resources with the community to help improve 
the local social and economic outlook. Sociology/Anthro-
pology Department Distinguished Service Professor Craig 
Little originated that initiative.

The Building Community Leaders project adds to that 
10-year-old community/college partnership model, explained 
SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum.

“Through our existing Institute for Civic Engagement and 
our Main Street SUNY Cortland downtown outreach facility, 
student leaders will be exposed to ideas, debates, research 
and problem-solving strategies to lead community revital-
ization efforts both in the Cortland community as students 
and in their own New York communities after their gradu-
ation,” Bitterbaum said.

“One of the president’s five goals is to make SUNY 
Cortland a leading partnership institution within SUNY for its 
engagement with the community,” Kendrick added.

Kendrick credits the project’s fruition not only to the 
congressman and his staff but to the Cortland Downtown 
Partnership, the Mayor’s Office and College entities, including 
the SUNY Cortland President’s Office, the Office of Research 
and Sponsored Programs, the Division of Institutional 
Advancement and the Division of Student Affairs.

SUNY Cortland gains federal money 
to prepare future civic leaders

Army Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody ’75, the first female four-star 
general in U.S. history, and Bert R. Mandelbaum ’75, M.D., 
a well-known orthopedic surgeon and U.S. Soccer Men’s 
National Team Physician since 1991, received honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters from the State University of New York.

Dunwoody and Mandelbaum were honored during SUNY 
Cortland’s Undergraduate Commencement exercises on 
May 16 in the Bessie L. Park 1901 Center Alumni Arena.

GEN. ANN E. DUNWOODY
Dunwoody, a 1975 SUNY Cortland graduate, became the 
first female four-star general in U.S. history on Nov. 14 in 
a ceremony featuring the defense secretary, the Army 
secretary, the chairman and all of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
two former Army chiefs of staff and other senior military 
officials.

A 2001 SUNY Cortland Distinguished Alumna, Dunwoody 
was promoted just hours before taking the helm of the Army 
Materiel Command, an organization with nearly 61,000 service 
members at nearly 150 locations worldwide charged with 
equipping, outfitting and arming the service’s soldiers.

Before her promotion, she was deputy commander of 
Army Materiel Command, one of only three female three-
star generals serving at the time in the U.S. Army.

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates heralded Dunwoody’s 
33-year career, calling her one of her generation’s foremost 
military logisticians and a proven, albeit humble, leader.
See the complete story online at www.cortland.edu/view

BERT R. MANDELBAUM. M.D.
Mandelbaum, a 1975 SUNY Cortland graduate, is an ortho-
pedic surgeon practicing since 1989 with the Santa Monica 
Orthopedic and Sports Medicine Group, where he currently 
serves as director of the Sports and Medicine Fellowship 
Program and the Research and Education Foundation. 

An active member of the Federation International de 
Football Association (FIFA), he is presently the medical 
director for the FIFA Medical Center of Excellence in Santa 
Monica, Calif. In 2002, he was named to the FIFA Medical 
Research and Assessment Committee and in 2007, to its 
Sports Medicine Committee. He served on FIFA committees 
including as Olympic Medical Officer during the 2000, 2004 
and 2008 Olympics.

Recognized as one of the top knee injury specialists in the 
U.S., Mandelbaum is also the team physician with Pepperdine 
University since 1990 and the team physician for all the U.S. 
Soccer Federation teams.
See the complete story online at www.cortland.edu/view

SUNY confers honorary doctorates upon two graduates

Bert R. Mandelbaum ’75, M.D., and Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody ’75

MARGARET “PEG” WALTMAN 

2008-09 Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence

Margaret “Peg” Waltman, a 
keyboard specialist in the SUNY 
Cortland Registrar’s Office, was 
honored with the Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Classified 
Staff during the 2009 Undergraduate 
Commencement on May 16.

The award was newly created 
by SUNY this year and Waltman 
becomes the first SUNY Cortland 

recipient. Nominees were considered based on their 
job performance in their present position, their flex-
ibility and creativity on campus, and their demon-
stration of exemplary customer service. Waltman 
has served SUNY Cortland for 21 years as the under-
graduate degree clerk. 

In 2007, she was pivotal in the success of Cort-
land’s new General Education Program. She also 
spearheaded the development and execution of 
TEACH, an online process Cortland students use to 
apply for teacher certification to the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED). 

In 1999, Waltman participated in the strategic 
planning for the College’s conversion to the Banner 
Student Records System. She was an instrumental 
participant in the development and implementation 
of the Curriculum Advising and Program Planning 
(CAPP) Banner’s degree audit and assisted in the 
planning for online registration. A key architect for 
developing online CAPP accessibility, she also was a 
major player in the employment of the online degree 
and the diploma and commencement application. 

“She is the consummate professional, working 
in a position that involves every Cortland student, 
faculty, advisor and administrator, wrote Registrar 
Donna Margine. “She has a genuine concern for the 
academic success of our students.”
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

“Many colleges and universities have leader-

ship programs of various types, but we will 

be among the first to develop a program 

that focuses on the knowledge and skills to 

develop new leaders for community and 

economic development.”
— Richard Kendrick, Sociology/Anthropology 

Department chair and director of 
the Institute for Civic Engagement
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Five SUNY Cortland faculty and staff 
members received the prestigious State 
University of New York Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence during the 2009 Under-
graduate Commencement on May 16 in the 
Park Center. The honorees are:

 JoEllen Bailey, associate professor of 
physical education – Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching

 Jeffrey A. Bauer, associate professor 
of kinesiology – Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Scholarship and Creative 
Activities

 Billie Jean Goff, senior counselor – 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Professional Service

 Bonni Hodges, professor of health – 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Faculty Service

 Kathleen Lawrence, associate professor 
of communication studies – Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching

The Chancellor’s Award process begins 
at each of the 64 SUNY campuses with 
nominations submitted by the respective 
presidents. The SUNY Committee on Awards 
then reviews the nominations and makes its 
recommendations.

JOELLEN BAILEY
Bailey, of Dryden, 
N.Y., becomes the 
50th SUNY Cortland 
faculty member to 
receive the Chancel-
lor’s Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching.

A Physical 
Education Department 

faculty member at SUNY Cortland since 
2002, she teaches teacher education courses 
in physical education at both the under-
graduate and graduate level, supervises 
student teachers, coordinates physical 
education student teaching in Australia and 
facilitates master’s student comprehensive 
examinations. 

Colleagues praise her student-centered 
teaching philosophy that emphasizes multi-
modal instruction, practical application of 
concepts and regular assessment of student 
learning.

“All students have the right to learn in an 
environment that is supportive and directed 
to their own learning style,” Bailey wrote. 
“Students need a choice to bring personal 
meaning to their learning. Students want to 
feel a sense of belonging and be valued as a 
person. Students need to experience success 
through challenge.”
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

JEFFREY A. BAUER
Bauer, of Cortland-
ville, N.Y., who joined 
the College in 2000, 
becomes the eighth 
SUNY Cortland faculty 
member to receive 
the Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence 
in Scholarship and 

Creative Activities.
He has been interviewed by national 

media regarding his research on lower leg 
injuries. His scholarship has been published 
extensively by journals in the field of biome-
chanics, as well as other areas related 
to exercise science, such as the Journal 
of Strength and Conditioning Research, 

Research Quarterly for Exercise and Sport 
and Sports Biomechanics.

Bauer has conducted research at the 
Institute for Biomechanical Analysis in Sport 
and Interdisciplinary Study, Munich, Germany, 
and was invited to teach a graduate course 
in Biomechanics at the Universidade Gama 
Filho, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He has presented 
at the Paromed Annual Gait Technology 
Conference at several locations in Germany, 
at the World Congress on Orthopädie and 
Reha-Technik in Nürnberg, Germany, and at 
the Second IOC World Congress of Sport 
Sciences in Barcelona, Spain.

His research has been supported by 
almost $1.5 million in external grant funding.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

BILLIE JEAN GOFF
A senior counselor 
in the College Coun-
seling Center at SUNY 
Cortland since 1990, 
Goff of Cortland, 
N.Y., becomes the 21st 
SUNY Cortland staff 
member to receive 
the Chancellor’s 

Award for Excellence in Professional Service.
Goff’s 30-year professional career has 

given her significant experience in various 
aspects of counseling. She is described by 
her colleagues as a highly skilled professional 
with superb clinical skills, an outstanding 
counselor and a quiet leader. Goff possesses 
a special sensitivity to her clients and 
their needs, a gift that is appreciated and 
respected across campus.

“Billie Jean’s work in this area has been 
instrumental in assisting hundreds of 
students over the years who have struggled 
with these issues,” said Michael Holland, 
assistant to the vice president for student 
affairs, referring to Goff’s work with eating 
disorders.

In 2005, Goff was recognized with the 
College’s Excellence in Professional Services 
Award for Service to Students.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

BONNI HODGES
Hodges, of Cortland, 
N.Y., who joined 
the College in 1992, 
becomes the sixth 
SUNY Cortland faculty 
member to receive 
the Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence 
in Faculty Service.

She has established a solid track record 
of campus and community service, focused 
in substantive and transformational change 
to improve the health, well-being and 
quality of life of children, college students, 
community residents and her SUNY 
colleagues.

“From my view, teaching, service and 
research have a relationship similar to what 
Albert Bandura would call ‘reciprocal deter-
minism,’” Hodges said. “They all contribute 
to one and another in multiple ways and 
it is difficult, if not impossible, at least for 
me, to isolate one from another. Moreover, 
attention to and involvement with all three 
are the ideals of Eta Sigma Gamma, the 
national health honor society, and as such, are 
important for our students to see demon-
strated and to experience for themselves.”

In addition to serving as Health 

Department chair for the past six years, 
Hodges co-coordinates the department’s 
participation in the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) 
process.

In the local community, Hodges 
currently serves as an elected member of 
the School Board of the Cortland Enlarged 
School District. She has been a very active 
consultant to the Cortland County Health 
Department, providing technical assistance, 
serving on a variety of health coalitions and 
helping to develop, implement and evaluate 
a countywide “Low Fat Milk” campaign.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

KATHLEEN 
LAWRENCE
Lawrence, of Homer, 
N.Y., who joined 
the Communication 
Studies Department 
in 1992, becomes the 
51st SUNY Cortland 
faculty member to 
receive the Chancel-

lor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching.
Her accomplishments as a teacher, 

advisor and mentor are considered to be 
exceptional by her colleagues.

“I am deeply committed to the prop-
osition that the essential quality of a 
professor’s contribution to the insti-
tution is in her ability to motivate students 
to learn,” Lawrence writes about her 

teaching philosophy. “That is, to provide 
in a thoughtful and creative way the basic 
knowledge that they can only obtain 
direction interaction with someone who 
can act as a trained arbiter of information. 
They should be taught how to analyze, 
evaluate and build on the information that 
they receive so that they can make their 
own worthwhile contributions to society 
as individuals.”

Her classroom teaching methods, which 
use a number of active-learning techniques, 
have won her praise from students and 
faculty members. Her approach is to 
promote critical thinking skills, inferential 
reading, group-building exercises and 
creativity assignments. She encourages 
teamwork by teaching students cohesive 
strategies they practice in and out of class.

Lawrence received the highly compet-
itive National Advising Award in 1998 and 
in 2000 was selected for SUNY Cortland’s 
prestigious Rozanne M. Brooks Dedicated 
Teacher Award, reserved for outstanding 
educators both in and outside the classroom.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

Five SUNY Cortland faculty, staff members 
receive Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence

Jeff rey A. Bauer, associate professor of kinesiology, uses the motion of a bicycle wheel to illustrate a 
biomechanical concept to students in his Studio West classroom.
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Timothy RodriguezRodrigo RodriguezJanel KiereckiAshley Chapple

SUNY Cortland students have been working 
closely with children at the five elementary 
schools in the Cortland Enlarged City School 
District since last fall, a sign of the new part-
nership between the district and the nearby 
College that prepares teachers.

Educators at SUNY Cortland and the 
district have formed the SUNY Cortland 
Professional Development School (PDS) to 
increase student learning as well as enhance 
preparation of a future education work 
force for preschool through high school-
aged children.

Since the fall, 66 college students 
have participated in one of three separate 
projects at Barry, Parker, Randall, Smith and 
Virgil elementary schools. 

“Professional Development Schools 
have been around for a long time, but we 
are new to the game,” said SUNY Cortland 
Lecturer Karen Hempson, a faculty member 
in the Childhood/Early Childhood Education 
Department and the SUNY Cortland PDS 
coordinator.

The National Council for Accreditation 
in Teacher Education (NCATE) encourages 
teacher education institutions to launch 
PDS collaborations with pre-school through 
12th grade level schools in order to meet 
curriculum standards, Hempson noted.

A PDS offers a nontraditional approach 
to clinical preparation programs, according 
to NCATE’s Web site. In Cortland, the collab-
oration brings SUNY School of Education 
students into elementary, and eventually 
secondary, school classrooms for hands-on 
field experience, Hempson explained.

“The project aims to increase student 
learning through the establishment of 
a learning community involving school 
teachers, college-based faculty, teacher 
candidates, and students as well as admin-
istrators both from area schools and the 
College,” Hempson said.

The main goals of the projects are to 
provide pre-service teachers with a more 
authentic classroom experience, give school 
faculty an opportunity to engage in applied 
research with college colleagues, provide 
an opportunity for college faculty to have 
access to a real world environment to bridge 
the gap between theory and practice, and 
ultimately to boost student achievement, 
Hempson said. 

A faculty mentor from either the 
College or the school is available inside the 
schools to advise the college students, who 
range from undergraduates who haven’t 
yet completed their required semester 
of student teaching to working teachers 

who are completing a master’s degree 
requirement.

“PDS involves the use of graduate 
studies, 100 clock hours of observation or 
even a semester of student teaching, all 
different aspects of teacher education,” 
Hempson said. “So the teachers and coor-
dinators for the projects use different 
approaches. The PDS projects are not all 
done the same way.”

Susana Davidenko, an associate professor 
in the College’s Childhood/Early Childhood 
Education Department, has teamed up with 
four teachers at Randall and Barry schools 
for a project called Mathematics Partnership, 
currently involving 50 students. The program 

places her teacher candidates in first, fourth 
and sixth-grade classrooms to learn how to 
teach different math strategies, Hempson 
explained. Davidenko created and coordinates 
the project involving two classes of juniors 
completing 100 hours of fieldwork over two 
semesters. The project focuses on different 
strategies to teach math within the curriculum 
to both teachers and teacher candidates 
while classroom teachers work closely with 
the teacher candidates and the children. 

David Smuckler, an assistant professor 
in the Foundations and Social Advocacy 
Department, and Kimberly Rombach, an 
assistant professor in the Childhood/Early 
Childhood Education Department, are 
working with Parker Elementary School 
teachers on a project called the Unified 
Teaching and Learning Initiative (UTLI), which 
integrates a special education teacher, a 
general education teacher, and one college 
student in each of those fields. Two students 
are participants this semester.

A third initiative involves 14 teachers in 
the district’s Cortland Reading and Writing 
Collaborative project. Phyllis Litzenberger, a 
literacy specialist, oversees the program to 
instruct Cortland teachers on strengthening 
literacy instruction and teacher decision-
making. The teachers receive graduate 
credit from SUNY Cortland. Litzenberger 
and the class also receive updated research 
from William Buxton, associate professor of 
literacy, who serves on an interim basis as the 
College representative.

“My hope is to draw from the expertise 
and resources on campus for these projects,” 
said Hempson, who envisions reaping many 
dividends from the cumulative projects. “We 
hope to have SUNY faculty enrichment, 
teacher candidate enrichment, school 
teacher enrichment and, ultimately the child 
will benefit from this program. We want to 
bring all these people together.

The SUNY Board of 
Trustees promoted 
Joy L. Hendrick, a 
SUNY Cortland 
professor of kinesi-
ology, to the rank of 
Distinguished Service 
Professor during its 
May 12 meeting in Fort 
Schuyler, N.Y.

The ‘distinguished’ rank, which can 
only be conferred by the SUNY Board 
of Trustees on the recommendation 
of the campus, System Administration 
and SUNY chancellor, constitutes a 
promotion above that of full professor. 

Hendrick, as a distinguished service 
professor, is honored and recognized 
for her substantial extraordinary service 
not only at the campus and within 
SUNY, but also at the community, 
regional, state and national levels.

Hendrick, who has served the 
College for 25 years, coordinates 
the College’s Exercise Science Unit. 
A member of the American Alliance 
of Health, Physical Education, Recre-
ation and Dance since 1979, she is also 
active in the North American Society 

for Psychology of Sport and Physical 
Activity, and the New York State Asso-
ciation of Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance (NYSAHPERD).

Hendrick currently serves on the 
College’s General Education Committee, 
the Quantitative Skills Committee, the 
Faculty Senate, the Workplace Violence 
Advisory Team, the School Personnel 
Committee, the Center for Obesity 
Research and Education (CORE) and the 
Undergraduate Research Council.

As faculty chair of the Middle States 
Reaccreditation Steering Committee 
from 1999-2002, she orchestrated the 
campus-wide self-study for Middle 
States reaccreditation along with the 
executive assistant to the president. 

She has served since 2007 as an 
assessment consultant with the SUNY 
Youth Sports Institute. As a member 
of SUNY’s GEAR Assessment Review 
Group since 2005, she has been 
involved with helping SUNY campuses 
determine whether they meet their 
general educational requirements.

See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

JOY L. HENDRICK

SUNY elevates kinesiologist to 
Distinguished Service Professor

SUNY Cortland graduate childhood education major Alison Evangelista of Ithaca, N.Y., shown on the 
right, looks on as two children in the Randall School elementary classroom of Bonnie Meldrim complete a 
literacy exercise. Meldrim, second from the left, is one of 14 teachers in the Cortland Enlarged City School 
District who are participating in the Cortland Reading and Writing Collaborative project of the Professional 
Development School program that SUNY Cortland has launched in collaboration with the district.

Professional development schools create partnerships

Four SUNY Cortland seniors were honored on April 7 in Albany, N.Y., with 2009 State 
University of New York Chancellor’s Awards for Student Excellence.

SUNY Vice Chancellor and Officer-In-Charge John J. O’Connor recognized 238 students 
from the 64 campuses throughout the state during the ceremony at the Empire State 
Convention Center. The recipients were honored for integrating academic excellence with 
accomplishments in leadership, athletics, community service, creative and performing arts or 
career achievement. This year’s honorees have an overall grade point average of 3.77.

The SUNY Cortland recipients are:
 Ashley Chapple, a senior physical education major from Albany, N.Y.
 Janel Kierecki, a senior inclusive special education major from Hilton, N.Y.
 Rodrigo Rodriguez, a senior political science major from Ithaca, N.Y.
 Timothy Rodriguez, a senior outdoor recreation major from Poland, N.Y.

Each year, SUNY campus presidents establish a selection committee to review outstanding 
graduating seniors. The nominees are forwarded to the Chancellor’s Office for a second 
round of review and a group of finalists is selected. Each honoree received a framed certif-
icate and a medallion that is traditionally worn at Commencement.

With this year’s awards, 52 SUNY Cortland students have earned a Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence since the program was created in 1997.
See the complete story online at www.cortland.edu/view

Students honored for their
excellence by SUNY chancellor
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DONALD J. HARTLEY ’58
Red Creek, N.Y.
A member of the National High School 
Athletic Coaches Association Hall of Fame, 
Donald Hartley ’58 has won a New York 
record 22 sectional titles and has equaled 
a record with six state championships as 
the varsity boys’ soccer coach at Red Creek 
Central School.

Recognized across the U.S. for his 
achievements, Hartley was named National 
High School Athletic Association “Coach of 
the Year” in 1978 and the NSCA National 
Coach of the Year in 1991.

KAY SHANKS BARTON ’66
Skaneateles, N.Y.
An exceptional student-athlete and adminis-
trator at SUNY Cortland, Kay Shanks Barton ’66 
has devoted her professional career to creating 
and advancing opportunities for girls and 
women to compete in sports. 

As the Central Square (N.Y.) softball head 
coach from 1994 to 2005, she earned league 
coach of the year honors. 

From 2006-08, Barton coached the 
Onondaga Community College softball squad. 
She inherited a program that had folded five 
times in the six years prior to her arrival. She 
received the Mid-State Athletic Conference 
Coach of the Year honor in 2006.

FRANCINE KALAFER ’73
Venice, California
By the time of her retirement from Hofstra 
University in 2006, Francine “Fran” Kalafer ’73 
was ranked 11th nationally among all active 
NCAA Div. I women’s volleyball coaches in 
terms of victories. In 25 years, she compiled 
a 590-316 win-loss mark at Hofstra that, 
coupled with her three years at SUNY Stony 
Brook, blossomed to a 612-343 overall record. 

Kalafer received one of the highest acco-
lades in her sport in 2001, when she was 
honored with the AVCA Founders Award. In 
1998 she was named the Nassau County Sports 
Commission Female Coach of the Year.

JOANNE “JODI” SCHMEELK ’73
Canandaigua, N.Y.
In her 30-plus years as a physical educator 
and coach in the Fairport (N.Y.) School 
District, Joanne “Jodi” Schmeelk ’73’s behind-
the-scenes determination ensured expanded 
athletic opportunities for female compet-
itors throughout Section V.

A contributing member to the creation 
of the Section V Hall of Fame, Schmeelk was 
inducted in the section’s Basketball Hall of 
Fame. She was named the Greater Rochester 
Coach of the Year, and received the University 
of Rochester Teacher of the Year Award, and 
both the Crystal Apple Award and the Corner-
stone Award from the Fairport School District 
for her outstanding teaching and service. 

PERRY NIZZI ’77
Frankfort, N.Y.
As both a soccer player and coach, current 
Hamilton College men’s team mentor Perry 
Nizzi ’77 has enjoyed national success and 
acclaim at every point in his illustrious career.

He received the National Intercollegiate 
Soccer Officials Association Recognition 
Award for Outstanding Sportsmanship 

and Excellence in Coaching. He has been 
inducted into the NJCAA Soccer Hall of 
Fame, the Greater Utica Sports Hall of Fame 
and the Rome Sports Hall of Fame.

Nizzi captured five gold medals as a 
soccer coach/player in the Empire State 
Games. He has been active with youth sports 
throughout his career.

RICHARD “RICK” SUDDABY ’79
Burdett, N.Y.
An inspirational scholastic and collegiate 
gymnastics champion on the parallel bars, 
Richard “Rick” Suddaby ’79 has constructed 
a women’s gymnastics dynasty as the Ithaca 
College head coach during the past quarter-
of-a-century.

Under Suddaby, Ithaca has recorded nine 
top-four finishes at the National Collegiate 
Gymnastics Association (NCGA) meets and 
22 top-three finishes at the ECAC Champion-
ships, including capturing 12 ECAC crowns.

Five Ithaca gymnasts have won nine indi-
vidual NCGA championships, 23 have claimed 
a total of 57 All-American honors and 37 
have received NCGA all-academic recog-
nition with Suddaby at the helm. 

KATHERINE “TYKE” LEY (HONORARY)
Deceased
The late Katherine “Tyke” Ley, who died 
in December 1982 at 63 years of age, was 
a nationally renowned leader in athletics 
administration who, as the SUNY Cortland 
women’s physical education department 
chair from 1966-78, advocated and oversaw 
the transformation of women’s athletics 
from “play days” into full-fledged intercolle-
giate competition.

During her 12 years at SUNY Cortland, 
Ley strongly supported the passage of 
Title IX and the subsequent expansion and 
emphasis given to women’s sports.

A national leader, Ley led organizations 
that created and sponsored the first women’s 
intercollegiate national championships in 
1969. In 2008, the National Association of 
Collegiate Women’s Athletic Administrators 
presented her posthumously with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

BEULAH “BUFF” WANG (HONORARY)
Cortland, N.Y.
Beulah “Buff” Wang, a lecturer emerita of 
physical education and a longtime faculty 
member at SUNY Cortland, was the architect 
and first coach of the College’s women’s 
volleyball program in the late 1960s during 
the nascent days of intercollegiate athletic 
competition for SUNY Cortland females. 

Wang assembled SUNY Cortland’s first 
women’s squad in school history in 1968. The 
Red Dragon women became state champions 
and earned a berth in the Division of Girls’ 
and Women’s Sports (DGWS) National 
Collegiate Tournament in Miami, Fla. 

Wang served on the Volleyball Sports 
Committee under the newly formed New 
York State Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women (NYSAIAW) in 1972. 
An active volleyball official, she gained 
prominence with her national rating.
See the complete biographies at 
www.cortlandreddragons.com/
2009halloffame

C-Club Hall of Fame
NOMINATION FORM
Purpose: The Hall of Fame was established in 1969 to recognize and honor those men and 
women associated with SUNY Cortland athletics who, through their efforts and accomplish-
ments both as student-athletes and later in their professional lives, have brought great honor 
and distinction to the College. On special occasions, non-alumni have been recognized as 
honorary inductees into the Hall of Fame for their outstanding devotion and loyal services to 
the College athletics program.

C-Club Hall of Fame nominations may be submitted by anyone. In order to be 
considered by the C-Club Board of Directors the nominator must send a detailed letter of 
recommendation with the nomination form.

NOMINEE’S NAME 

HOME ADDRESS 

CITY STATE  ZIP 

HOME PHONE E-MAIL 

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR 

  CHECK HERE IF AN HONORARY NOMINEE 

NOMINATOR 

HOME ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE  ZIP 

HOME PHONE  E-MAIL 

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR 

Once an individual’s Hall of Fame Nomination Form and nominator’s letter of 
recommendation have been received, the athletics director will send the nominee 
a Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame Candidate Information Form.

Please submit nomination materials to Athletics Director, SUNY Cortland, 
P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045 by Jan. 15, 2010.

C-Club to induct eight members
Eight new members will be inducted into the SUNY Cortland 
C-Club Hall of Fame during its 41st annual banquet and ceremonies 
on Saturday, Oct. 31, in Corey Union.

The 2009 honorees are: Donald J. Hartley ’58, Kay Shanks 
Barton ’66, Francine Kalafer ’73, Joanne “Jodi” Schmeelk ’73, Perry 
Nizzi ’77, Richard “Rick” Suddaby ’79 and honorary inductees Beulah 
“Buff” Wang and the late Katherine “Tyke” Ley.

Established in 1969, the C-Club Hall of Fame recognizes 
Cortland alumni who competed as athletes at the College and who have since distinguished 
themselves in their professions and within their communities. Honorary members are recog-
nized for their long and significant contributions to SUNY Cortland athletics.

New C-Club members have been added annually, and this year’s ceremony will bring the 
Hall of Fame roster to 208 alumni and 23 honorary members. See the inductees’ complete 
biographies at www.cortlandreddragons.com/2009halloffame

The SUNY Cortland C-Club has 
launched a multi-year endowment 
drive that already has raised $40,000 
in pledges toward its goal of $500,000 
to enhance programming for student-
athletes and to foster the preservation 
of the College’s rich athletic history. 

“There have been annual dona-
tions made to the operation of the 
C-Club since its creation in the 1960s,” 
explained Peter VanderWoude, manager 
of planned giving at the College. “But 
any planning has fluctuated with the 
ups and downs of individual giving in a 
particular year. A significant endowment 
will provide a solid baseline of support 
for C-Club’s short- and long-term goals.”

C-Club President Jim Codispoti ’63 
was the catalyst behind the initiative 
that has received most of its contri-
butions from C-Club board members, 
explained VanderWoude.

“SUNY Cortland and Cortland 
athletics have enriched my life with 
great experiences, challenges and 
memories which have shaped my 
personal and professional life,” said 
Codispoti, who is a member of the 

C-Club Hall of Fame. “I am honored to 
be part of an organization dedicated to 
maintaining the high standard of excel-
lence that defines Cortland athletics.”

“Besides direct gifts, the 
endowment drive will include planned 
gifts,” added VanderWoude. “So, if 
someone puts us in their will, those 
funds will be counted toward the goal. 
I will be working with people to do 
planned gifts as well. 

“SUNY Cortland has an athletics 
history and tradition as illustrious as 
any of the major college and university 
athletics programs across the nation. 
Now, we want to parallel their alumni 
commitment to maintain that prestige 
through their financial contributions.”

“Please join me and the board 
of directors in funding the C-Club 
Endowment for Cortland athletics in 
the 21st century,” said Codispoti.

Anyone interested in learning 
more about the C-Club Endowment 
should contact VanderWoude at 
(607) 758-5309 or by e-mail at 
peter.vanderwoude@cortland.edu. 

C-Club $500,000 endowment drive to 
support athletics program and history
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BARRY L. BATZING
Barry L. Batzing, who 
has served on the 
SUNY Cortland faculty 
for 36 years, will retire 
on Aug. 31. He has 
earned the designation 
of professor emeritus 
of biological sciences.

Batzing, a former 
Biological Sciences Department chair, was 
honored in 1981 with a SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching.

A native of Rochester, N.Y., Batzing 
specialized in microbiology during college, 
earning a bachelor of science from Cornell 
University and a master of science and 
doctorate from The Pennsylvania State 
University.

From 1971-73, he conducted postdoctoral 
investigations for the Biology Division at 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.

Batzing joined SUNY Cortland in 1973 
as an assistant professor in the Biological 
Sciences Department. He was promoted to 
associate professor in 1977 and to professor 
in 1984.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

VAUGHN A. COPEY
Vaughn A. Copey 
of Camillus, N.Y., 
who has taught at 
SUNY Cortland since 
1980, will retire on 
Aug. 31. He has been 
designated lecturer 
emeritus of English.

Copey grew up 
in Auburn, N.Y. He obtained an Associate 
of Arts in Liberal Arts from Cayuga County 
Community College in Auburn, N.Y., before 
earning a Bachelor of Arts in Writing and 
Literature and a Master of Arts in Language 
and Literature from SUNY Oswego.

At SUNY Cortland, Copey taught basic, 
intermediate and advanced-level writing 
courses. He was among the first educators 
in SUNY Cortland’s English Department 
to experiment with and use technology-
assisted instruction. From the early 1980s to 
the present, he has used course management 
systems as vehicles for implementing and 
teaching his courses.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

DIANNE M. GALUTZ
Dianne M. Galutz 
of Cortland, N.Y., 
who has served the 
College for 21 years, 
retired on May 27. 
She has earned the 
designation of senior 
programmer/analyst 
emerita.

A native of Cortland, she received 
an Associate of Sciences from Tompkins 
Cortland Community College (TC3) in 
Dryden, N.Y., and a Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Education from SUNY Cortland.

Upon joining SUNY Cortland’s Admin-
istrative Computing Services in 1988, she 
provided continuing technical support to the 
College’s legacy system called TRITON. In 
1998, when the College began the conversion 
from TRITON to the Banner Student Infor-
mation System, she focused her work 
on the specific area of student accounts 
and finance. She provided Banner training 
and technical support to College business 
personnel and continued to support these 

areas in their daily processes, collection of 
tuition and fees and local and state reporting.
See the complete stories online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

SANFORD J. 
GUTMAN
Sanford Gutman of 
Ithaca, N.Y., who has 
served on the SUNY 
Cortland faculty for 
37 years, will retire on 
Aug. 31. He has earned 
the designation of 
professor emeritus of 
history. 

Gutman, who grew up in Detroit, Mich., 
focused on history as an undergraduate 
at Wayne State University and earned his 
master of arts and doctoral degrees at the 
University of Michigan, specializing in modern 
European history.

He joined SUNY Cortland’s History 
Department in 1972 as an instructor after 
teaching for two years at the University 
of Massachusetts-Boston. Gutman was 
promoted to assistant professor in 1976, 
associate professor in 1982 and professor 
in 1988. For much of his first 15 years at 
Cortland, Gutman taught European and 
French history and helped prepare secondary 
social studies teachers in the History Depart-
ment’s Professional Semester. An invitation 
from his department chair in 1979 to teach 
a course in Modern Jewish History led to 
his growing interest in that subject and the 
decision to add to his teaching repertoire 
that course and related ones on the Arab-
Israeli conflict and the Holocaust. 
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

JEAN W. LELOUP
Jean W. LeLoup, who 
has served SUNY 
Cortland for 16 years, 
will retire on Aug. 
31. She has earned 
the designation of 
professor emerita of 
Spanish. 

LeLoup earned 
her Master of Arts in Romance Languages 
and Literatures (Spanish) from Ohio State 
University, a Master of Education in Coun-
seling from University of Missouri-St. Louis, 
and a Ph.D. in foreign language education 
from Ohio State University. After teaching 
high school Spanish in St. Louis, Mo., for 16 
years, she joined SUNY Cortland’s Inter-
national Communications and Culture 
Department in 1993 as an assistant professor. 
She became a professor in 2003.

She is permanently certified in both 
Spanish 7-12 and as a guidance counselor 
to grades 7-12. At SUNY Cortland, LeLoup 
taught foreign language methods courses, 
supervised student teachers and served 
as a liaison between junior and senior high 
schools and the College. She coordinated 
adolescence education in Spanish and 
French, graduate studies in the Department 
of International Communications and 
Culture, and the Intensive Teacher Institute 
for Bilingual Education and Bilingual Special 
Education.

LeLoup is on a leave of absence from 
SUNY Cortland since the 2007-08 academic 
year to serve as a Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Spanish in the Department 
of Foreign Languages at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., a role 
she also fulfilled from 1995-96.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

JAMES J. STARZEC
James J. Starzec, who 
served the College 
for more than 33 
years, retired on Jan. 
7. He has earned 
the designation of 
professor emeritus of 
psychology.

Starzec attended 
Northern Illinois University (NIU) in DeKalb, 
Ill., on an Illinois State scholarship and 
received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in psychology. While studying for those 
degrees and his doctorate, he served as 
a teaching assistant in Introduction to 
Psychology courses and as a research 
assistant in developmental psychology 
projects. His scholarship was published on 
such topics as maternal responses to infant 
vocalizations and cues in rats and mice.

He began his career with the College 
in 1974 as an assistant professor. He was 
promoted to professor in 1988.

Starzec taught Experiential Psychology, 
Sensory and Perceptual Processes, Experi-
mental and Sensory, Child Psychology and 
the Senior Seminar, among other classes. 
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

PAULA N. 
WARNKEN
Paula N. Warnken of 
Cortland,  N.Y., who 
served SUNY Cortland 
for 16 years, will retire 
on Aug. 27. She has 
been designated asso-
ciate provost emerita 
for information 
resources.

Since joining the College in 1993, she has 
been responsible for providing leadership 
and strategic direction for all technology and 
library services, developing policies, setting 

priorities and providing resources to fulfill 
the institution’s instructional and adminis-
trative goals.

Warnken has had administrative oversight 
of the College’s Center for Advancement of 
Technology in Education (CATE), Memorial 
Library including its traditional library services 
as well as its Learning Commons, information 
and computer literacy instruction, media 
production, faculty technology training 
and instructional design support; Academic 
Computing Services including distributed 
technologies, computer labs, technology 
help center and database development; 
Classroom Media Services including media 
system development and services, Web 
and video conferencing; Administrative 
Computing Services including ERP systems 
and networking including the IP Phone 
System and information security. She has 
overseen a staff of 75 and an annual budget 
of $6 million.
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

PATRICIA WRIGHT
Patricia Wright, who 
served SUNY Cortland 
for 30 years, retired on 
Jan. 22. She has been 
designated senior staff 
assistant emerita.

Born and raised 
in Cortland, N.Y., she 

joined the College in 1978 as a data entry 
operator in the Computer Center and served 
for four years while attending computer-
programming classes at the College. Wright 
was promoted to computer programmer for 
the next five years. 

A billing manager in telecommunica-
tions, Wright worked for eight years until the 
position was eliminated and she became a 
classroom computer support technician. 
See the complete story online at 
www.cortland.edu/view

Retirements

“Where Alumni and Friends Meet”

BED AND BREAKFAST 
SPECIAL-EVENT FACILITY

Relax during an overnight stay or host 
a special event at the magnificent 
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni 
House located in the historic district 
of downtown Cortland. Surrounded by 
picturesque grounds, the 15,000 square-
foot mansion serves as an elegant 
wedding and meeting facility as well as a 
unique bed and breakfast.

 Five luxurious bedrooms for lodging
 Complimentary continental breakfast
 Wireless Internet and cable TV
 Walking distance to shops and 

restaurants
 Complimentary YMCA guest passes

GOLF SPECIAL
Enjoy a golf outing at one of the many 
nearby golf courses while lodging in 
one of our unique rooms. Show us a 
scorecard from your day on the greens 
and receive a 20 percent discounted 
rate on your lodging for that night.  

 We will accept passes from any golf 
course in the area.  

 All golf courses are 18 holes and offer 
great pricing, tee times and limited 
wait for “walk-ons.”

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR 
GOLF COURSE INFORMATION 

AND MORE DETAILS.
www.cortland.edu/alumnihouse

29 Tompkins St.
Cortland, NY 13045
(607) 753-1561
alumnihouse@cortland.edu
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The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association will 
present its highest honor, the Distinguished 
Alumna/Alumnus Award, to three grad-
uates during the Alumni Reunion Weekend 
luncheon in Corey Union on Saturday, July 18.

The 2009 Distinguished Alumni Award 
recipients are Rosa LaSorte Rich ’55, who is 
being honored for her outstanding service 
in public secondary and higher education, 
and the late retired Cmdr. John W. Clark ’59, 
a highly decorated U.S. Navy officer whose 
31-year career included combat service 
during the Vietnam War. The association 
will bestow its Distinguished Young Alumni 
Award on Jené Lupoli Luciani ’99, a successful 
broadcast journalist who chronicles the 
fashion industry.

Since 1968, 107 SUNY Cortland graduates, 
including this year’s honorees, have received 
the Distinguished Alumni Award for their 
career accomplishments and outstanding 
service to their community and alma mater. 
In addition, 18 alumni have been recognized 
with Distinguished Young Alumni awards and 
six have been named Honorary Alumni.

ROSA LASORTE RICH ’55
A retired health teacher from the Batavia 

(N.Y.) School District, Rosa LaSorte Rich of 
Brockport, N.Y., was nominated by Richard 
Boardman, a 1963 SUNY Brockport graduate 
who met her in 1959 as one of his class 
advisors and has since followed with admi-
ration her professional and volunteer career.

“I can’t come up 
with one special act 
or accomplishment, 
because there are 
many, but the success 
of each was the result 
of the accumulation 
of the smaller, day-to-
day positive contribu-
tions she makes, which 
are necessary to make 

individuals and society better,” Boardman 
wrote in his nomination letter.

She left SUNY Brockport in 1964 to 
start the first health and physical education 
program for women at the American 
University in Beirut, Lebanon, he noted. 

LaSorte Rich related about the expe-
rience: “The Near East College Association in 
New York City contacted me and asked if I 
would take on this position with the under-
standing that within the first year I would 
establish a program even though I had no 
budget, facilities or equipment. Using my 
organizational skills and creativity, I estab-
lished a viable program for all freshmen 
women students that was in place by the end 
of the first academic year. With patience and 
understanding, I was able to face the chal-
lenges and frustrations that would come 
with a position in a country with diversified 
customs and a university with students from 
59 different nations and 24 separate religions.”

She spent four years there, instituting 
the first full year overseas student teaching 
program with SUNY Brockport for the 
1965-66 and 1966-67 academic years.

“For two years, I not only supervised 
the student teachers, but taught them the 
physical education activities they would 
be missing at Brockport,” LaSorte Rich said. 
“They were thus able to fulfill their require-
ments for internship and at the same time 
lighten my teaching overload.”

On June 5, 1967, when the Arab/Israeli 
conflict that became known as the Six Day 
War began between Arabs and Israelis, 
LaSorte Rich was one of seven university 
faculty members, and the lone woman, who 
organized the successful evacuation of 5,000 
Americans from Lebanon in 24 hours. After 
the war and while still working for American 
University, she created the position of dean 
of women at International College in Beirut 
and served as acting dean of women from 
1967-68.

LaSorte Rich, an assistant professor of 
health and physical education at Brockport 
from 1958-64, has remained active with SUNY 
Brockport alumni and contributed a sizeable 
gift to the Class of 1963’s endowment schol-
arship at Brockport. She was honored during 
the college’s 2006 Homecoming with the 
Alumni Association’s Citation of Appreciation 
and during SUNY Brockport’s 1998 Alumni 
Reunion Weekend with the Outstanding 
Service Award.

A native of Endicott, N.Y., LaSorte Rich 
earned her bachelor’s degree in health, 
physical education and recreation. She earned 
a Master of Education from University of 
Buffalo in 1956. During her long career, she 
taught health and physical education at 
University of Buffalo, Troy High School in 
Ottawa, Canada, and SUNY Brockport and 
was assistant to the dean of students at 
St. Francis College in Pennsylvania.

From 1973-89, LaSorte Rich taught health 
at Batavia Middle School. She also directed 
the Diners/Fugazy Travel School in New York 
City and served as a travel agent there in the 
late 1960s-early 1970s.

As a SUNY Cortland alumna, she 
helped her class organize to celebrate its 
50th reunion in 2005. After she wrote the 
2005 book related to her work in Lebanon, 
Crossing Boundaries: Beirut and Beyond, 
LaSorte Rich has donated proceeds from 
Cortland book sales to the Class of 1955 
Alumni House Fund.

She is married to George Rich.

CMDR. JOHN W. CLARK ’59
U.S. Navy Cmdr. John W. Clark ’59, who 

died on Sept. 29, 2007, enjoyed a distin-
guished military career. His 31 years of Naval 
service included flying aircraft on a number 
of missions as a reconnaissance attack navi-
gator during the Vietnam War as well as 
commanding an aircraft carrier.

A native of Syracuse, N.Y., Clark grad-
uated from SUNY Cortland with a degree in 
physical education and enlisted in the Navy 
as an aviation fire control technician. He 
soon joined the Aviation Officers’ Candidate 
Program.

Clark flew more than 4,700 hours and 
made more than 350 carrier landings during 
his Naval career.

The RA5C Vigilante flown by Clark was 
reputed to be an extremely complex aircraft 
and very difficult to maintain, noted Donald 
Traver ’59, who nominated Clark for the 
Distinguished Alumni Award. “Many flights of 
this type of plane had to be cancelled due to 
mechanical problems and the aircraft had the 
highest loss rate of any in the Navy during 

Vietnam, including 18 
downed in combat 
and five due to acci-
dents,” wrote Traver.

“He sure sounds 
like a warrior and 
driving a Vigilante 
around over Vietnam 
was not for the faint of 
heart,” observed Adm. 
Jerry Riendeau ’53, a 
1985 SUNY Cortland 

Distinguished Alumnus who had not known 
Clark but was consulted by Traver about the 
military service of this alumnus.

Clark received more than 12 medals, 
including the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
presented to him as a Presidential Citation 
for his heroism over Vietnam in 1972. He was 
also honored with an Air Medal and Navy 
Commendation Medal with Combat “V,” 
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Navy 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross Ribbon and Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal.

Later at sea, Clark became an air boss on 
the U.S.S. Forrestal and U.S.S. Independence 
aircraft carriers. During launches and recov-
eries of aircraft, the air boss controls the entire 
flight deck, makes instantaneous decisions and 
is responsible for the safety of every pilot and 
sailor on board, explained Traver.

Clark’s final assignment was to command 
the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Independence from 
Philadelphia around Cape Horn to San Diego, 
Calif. He retired from military service in 1991.

“I am not only humbled by his accom-
plishments but have become even more 
aware of what Cortland did for us all,” said 
Traver in the letter nominating his former 
classmate for the award. “John Clark is an 
exceptional role model who demonstrated 
the scope of the leadership skills Cortland 
developed in us and the unexpected 
outcomes of our academic preparation.”

“Clark was truly a great example of 
ordinary people in ordinary situations doing 
extraordinary things,” wrote John P. Griffin ’59 
in support of the nomination. “We feel that 
he is a great credit to his alma mater,” added 
his wife, Barbara Koppisch Griffin ’60.

“John Clark is a true American hero,” 
wrote Class of 1959 President Ronald Black ’59. 
“His service to his country more than qualifies 
him for the Distinguished Alumni Award.”

After retiring from the Navy, Clark dedi-
cated more than 10 years to his second 
career at BEI/Kimco Magnetics.

In San Diego, Calif., he was a very active 
member of the Knights of Columbus in the 
San Rafael Parish and served as Grand Knight 
for Council No. 9710.

Clark is survived by his three children, 
Malia, Laurie and Joe, and seven grandchildren.

JENÉ LUPOLI LUCIANI ’99
Jené Lupoli Luciani ’99 was not afraid 

to leave behind a successful television 
producing career of hard news stories in 
New York City to find personal fulfillment 
and national success covering the fashion 
industry.

“I tired of the day-to-day news with 
fires and police activity and tragedies 
and yearned for something positive,” said 
the Hudson, N.Y., native who had earned 
her broadcast communication expe-
rience covering such events as the 2000 
presidential elections and the immediate 
aftermath of 9/11 for NBC Newschannel 13 
in Albany, N.Y. 

Association to honor ‘Distinguished Alumni’

FILL OUT THIS FORM
DEADLINE: FEB. 1, 2010

Nominations for the 2010 Distinguished Alumni and the 2010 Distinguished Young 
Alumni Awards are now being accepted by the SUNY Cortland Alumni Affairs 
Office. The Distinguish ed Alumni Awards are the highest honors that the Alumni 
Association can bestow upon graduates of SUNY Cortland. Established in 1968, 
the awards have been presented to 107 graduates. In 1977, the Distinguished Young 
Alumni Award was introduced and, to date, 18 such graduates have been honored.

These awards seek to recognize Cortland alumni for distinguishing themselves in 
their careers and communities, and/or rendering outstanding service to the College 
or Alumni Association, thus bringing credit to the alumnus or alumna and honor to 
the College.

Distinguished Young Alumni Award winners must be under 35 years old and must have 
graduated in the last 10 years. Those alumni nominated since 2007 who have not received 
awards do not have to be re-nominated. Nominations are active for three years inclusive 
of the year of initial nomination. Distinguished alumni and young alumni awards will be 
presented at the Alumni Reunion Weekend Luncheon on Saturday, July 17, 2010.

Nominations will be accepted by filling out and submitting the form below or by 
visiting the Alumni Affairs Office Web site at www.cortland.edu/alumni and going to 
‘Distinguished Alumni.’

I wish to nominate:

Nominee’s Address:

for the (check one):

 Distinguished Young Alumni Award

 Distinguished Alumni Award

Nomination submitted by:

IMPORTANT: Please include with this nomination form a letter of recommendation 
that strongly emphasizes how the nominee has distinguished himself or herself. If 
more than one nomination is submitted, please attach the extra names and sup-
porting documentation to this form. Please submit nominations by Feb. 1, 2010, to:  
Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045.

Nominate an Exceptional Grad

Rosa LaSorte Rich ’55

continued on page 15

Cmdr. John W. Clark ’59, 
U.S. Navy
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After six years in broadcast jour-
nalism, mostly behind the camera rather 
than in front of it, she joined the multi-
media marketing company of fellow SUNY 
Cortland graduate Melissa Browne ’99, and 
gained access to the firm’s clients, some 
of the biggest corporations and fashion 
designers in the world.

“I learned a different side of the 
business, dealing with the media as a 
publicist and not as a journalist,” Lupoli 
Luciani said. She maintained her journalistic 
ties by freelance writing, launching her own 
fashion column for The Wag in 2005.

“The column became my baby, my pride 
and joy and everything just mushroomed 
from there,” she said. The magazine named 
Lupoli Luciani its fashion and beauty editor. 
She moved in front of the camera to offer 
fashion advice during local television station 
broadcasts.

Since 2006, Lupoli Luciani has become a 
nationally known television commentator 
covering the New York fashion scene and 
lifestyle and beauty topics, appearing on 
FOX, NBC, CBS, ABC and NEWS 12 affiliates, 
as well as national outlets like Better TV, 
The Daily Buzz, Style Network’s “Look 

for Less” and The 
Discovery Channel’s 
“Go Ahead, Make My 
Dinner.” She is a New 
York contributing 
editor to PinkMemo.
com and her first 
book, The Bra Book: 
The Fashion Formula 
to Finding the Perfect 
Bra, is scheduled for a 

Dec. 1 release in bookstores nationwide by 
BenBella Books and lingerie and department 
stores by Bra Company Fashion Forms. 
She has served as a guest speaker at 
SUNY’s Fashion Institute of Technology 
and Westchester Community College’s 
Fashion Forum. In April 2008, she delivered 
the keynote address at SUNY Cortland’s 
Student Leadership Recognition Banquet.

“I had the great honor of meeting her at 
the banquet and decided to nominate her 
for Distinguished Young Alumna based on 
what she said about her experiences and 
memories about Cortland and those after 
she had graduated from Cortland,” wrote 
Gordon C. Valentine ’68, past president of 
the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association and 

a SUNY Cortland lecturer in history. “She 
has used the education that she acquired at 
Cortland to create a remarkable, rewarding 
and successful career representing the very 
best of Cortland.”

“Despite the light-heartedness of her 
subject matter, Jené is a committed jour-
nalist,” wrote Catherine Censor, editor-in-
chief of The Westchester Wag. “She has 
interviewed Bette Midler, Michael Kors, 
Ashlee Simpson, Glenn Close, Vivica A. Fox, 
Sigourney Weaver, Ellen Pompeo, Joan Jett, 
Vanessa Williams, Cindy Crawford and Molly 
Sims, to name just a few famous subjects. 
Due to her expertise, she has become a 
sought-after guest speaker. I believe she is a 
credit to SUNY Cortland or any other insti-
tution of higher learning, for that matter.”

A 1995 graduate of Hudson (N.Y.) High 
School, Lupoli Luciani wrote a fashion 
column for her high school newspaper. 
Before earning a bachelor of arts in commu-
nication studies at SUNY Cortland, she 
helped her mother run a trendy denim 
boutique, trained and worked as a model 
and danced and sang professionally. She 
credits some of her post-collegiate success 
to the personal atmosphere of the SUNY 

Cortland campus and a faculty who sought 
to nurture minds. She recalls how as gradu-
ation approached and she worried about 
finding employment in her field, Distin-
guished Service Professor Samuel Kelley, 
communication studies, directed her to the 
internship at the NBC affiliate she would 
later join and work at for almost four years.

“I don’t believe I could have achieved 
any of this if my time at Cortland hadn’t 
taught me that I can be whoever I want to 
be, and the sky’s the limit,” Lupoli Luciani 
said.

Lupoli Luciani and her husband, Bill, live 
in White Plains, N.Y.

Jené Lupoli Luciani ’99

BY JEAN PALMER Staff  Writer

James Murphy ’78, a Tyco Electronics 
salesperson, shows his gratitude to 
his alma mater with financial dona-
tions for the exceptional education 

he received.
Murphy started college at Hofstra 

University on a sports scholarship. When 
he was injured and lost his scholarship, he 
viewed SUNY Cortland as a lifeline.

“I floundered around for awhile,” he 
says. “It was a tough time for me. I wound 
up coming to Cortland as a junior and it was 
just a great time. The professors and admin-
istrators were excellent. I lived off campus, 
but felt like I was part of the community. I 
grew up on Long Island, where there wasn’t 
that sense of community. It was intellectually 
a great time. Cortland is an amazing school 
with high-quality teachers. For me it was life 
changing. It was the time for me to be on my 
own, and I really grew up in Cortland.”

Gifts to SUNY Cortland, such as the 
major gift in 2008-09 by Murphy, help the 
College successfully pursue its educational 
mission.

“Those who participate in The Cortland 
Fund understand the importance of assisting 
in an exceptional Cortland education,” says 
Jennifer Janes, director of The Cortland Fund. 
“The contributions help the College provide 
programs and services such as student schol-
arships, academic programs, cultural arts 
programming and faculty development 
that make for a world-class education at an 
affordable price.”

In the wake of the nation’s difficult 
economic challenges, colleges and univer-
sities rely even more on their supporters to 
weather through, explains Janes.

“SUNY Cortland is no exception,” she 
says. “The College must increasingly count on 
private backers to help fund its vital student 
scholarships and its institutional enrichment 
programs.”

Many of the College’s alumni say they 
make gifts because of their campus expe-
rience and the great respect they have for 
their Cortland degree.

“I donate every year to the Biological 
Sciences Department because I’m so appre-
ciative of my education,” says Janine 
Hamilton Walsh ’93, a science educator at 
the Discovery Museum in Connecticut. “My 
husband and I travel a lot and have lived in 
many states. Every place we have lived, I have 
gotten a job because of my biology degree.

“It makes me feel good that I’m helping. 
I am fortunate to have a job and that my 
husband has a job. Everyone coming up 
through college is looking for the same 
opportunities that I had. During difficult 
times, I think I would still donate to ensure 
that something doesn’t get cut. Even if my 
little donation could help get more supplies, 
help retain a teacher on staff or for extra-
curricular activities.”

Aubrey Payne ’59 is pleased that he has 
been able to make his first gift to the College 
in his later years.

“I have been more fortunate now than 
in my younger years,” says Payne, a litigation 
consultant from Redondo Beach, Calif., who 
contributed to the Class of ’59 Scholarship, 
which will be awarded to a deserving student 
with financial need. “I had the privilege of going 
to Cortland for free, except for buying my 
own books. It adds to the pile, so to speak. 
If someone can benefit, then it’s worth it.”

“I support my other college, but not 
to the extent that I help Cortland because 

they do something different,” explains 
James Murphy, who received a master’s 
degree from Stony Brook University. “I 
think everyone feels good about giving to 
a familiar place, where you know where the 
money is going. You know the education is 
first-rate and we need state schools. I have a 
soft spot for Cortland.”

“We are proud of alumni, parents and 
friends for their investments in SUNY 

Cortland, especially during these rough 
financial times, says Janes. “This year more 
than ever, gifts are making a difference each 
and every day to benefit students, faculty 
and staff. Not only are these donors helping 
students attain their dreams, they are setting 
a wonderful example of how contributing to 
Cortland can change lives.”

The generous gifts from alumni, parents and friends help the College continue honored traditions, such 
as this year’s 13th annual Scholars’ Day. Pictured are students presenting their own research results during 
a poster session in the Old Main lobby.

A T  W O R K
YOUR GIFTS

Alumni make a difference one gift at a time

DISTINGUISHED continued from page 14
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1940
Mary Louise Weller Chapman ’40 

was featured in the book Extraordinary 
Lives, published by American Express 
Company to celebrate the credit card’s 
50th anniversary. Mary Lou served 
coffee and doughnuts to troops 
throughout England and Scotland 
during World War II. She worked at 
San Francisco’s Bay Area Chapter of the 
American Red Cross for 35 years and 
retired in 1984, but continues to volun-
teer. Her story was one of 22 selected 
among 1,500 members who enrolled 
when the card was launched. When 
Mary Lou retired, Bay Area donors 
created a fund to honor her work and 
that of her assistant. The Chapman-
Holcombe Fund brings international 
high school students to volunteer at 
the chapter and to receive leader-
ship training. Award-winning journalist 
Jennifer Barrett was selected to write 
Mary Lou’s feature, which she titled 
“Called to Serve.” Mary Lou, who turned 
90 in February, told her interviewer, “I 
just can’t imagine not volunteering, ever.”

1941
Marion “Bonnie” Yates Buchner 

and her daughter, Cheryl Kenney, 
attended a ceremony and book 
signing with Maxwell Kennedy, the 
ninth child of Robert and Ethel 
Kennedy, reported the Georgetown 
Record in Beverly, Mass., on Jan. 29. 
They received a special invitation 
because of Buchner’s husband’s 
connection to the USS Bunker Hill 
during World War II. 

1943
Following graduation from SUNY 

Cortland, Florence Hebbard Taylor 
taught elementary and special educa-
tion for 33 years before retiring in 1976. 
“I got active in working for veterans 
through the VFW Auxiliary,” writes 
Florence. “I served as state president 
and went on to become national 
president from 1982-83, traveling all 
over the country and the world.” She 
moved to Arizona in 1985 and gave 
17,000 hours as a volunteer in a VA 
hospital where she was employed for 
five years. She still volunteers.

1952
“As a 1952 graduate I, too, agree 

with Jacqueline Zabadal Goldman 
who finds substitute teaching satis-
fying after retirement,” writes M. Louise 
Warnes Miller. Louise, who lives in 
Casselberry, Fla., is also enjoying her 13 
grandchildren.

1955
George McCabe was selected as 

captain of the United States Tennis 
Association’s Men 75 Age Team, which 
represented the U.S. in the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF) seniors and 
super seniors tournament in Turkey 
in October. The team won the team 
championship by defeating three-time 
champion Canada. In the individual 
championships, George won the ITF 
World Championship in doubles for 
the past two years with two different 
partners. He lives in Oxford, Ohio, with 
his wife, Barbara Grubbs McCabe.

1959
Thomas Muench, former 

member and past president of 
the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, was recognized as an 
Honorary Alumnus at LeMoyne 
College on May 31, 2009, at the 
college’s commencement. Tom has 
worked in the LeMoyne Admissions 
Office for the past 16 years.

“Two years ago my daughter, 
Colleen, flew in from California and 
ran my first half-marathon with me,” 
writes John Nyilis. “This past January, 
I flew to San Diego, Calif., and ran 
my second half-marathon with her. 
My granddaughter, Sommer, age 12, 
jumped in and ran seven miles of the 
race with us.” John is retired and lives 
in Delmar, N.Y., with his wife, Maureen.

George Seiler was named to 
the Section IV Athletic Council Hall 

of Fame on March 7, reported The 
Evening Sun in Norwich, N.Y. George 
won more football games as varsity 
head coach of the New Berlin (N.Y.) 
High School football team than any 
previous coach. He served as director 
of athletics and varsity football coach 
until his retirement in 1992. 

1962
“Because of the quality education 

I received at Cortland, I was able to 
obtain a master of arts at New York 
University and a master of science 
from SUNY Albany and a doctorate 
from Ohio State,” writes Donald D. 
Brown. “For almost 30 years I taught 
graduate and undergraduate courses 
at The College of New Jersey, retiring 
in 2000. I also ran large graduate 
workshops for Penn State for 10 years. 
My wife, Judy Kelley Brown, and I 
now spend half the year at our Lake 
Gaston home in North Carolina.”

Constance “Connie” Egan and 
Richard “Brooks” Brogowski report 
that while attending a University of 
Washington football game during a 
fall trip through Seattle, they engaged 
in a conversation with their stadium 
seat neighbor who turned out to be 
James “Jim” Grenfell ’61 and his wife, 
Pat. “What was even more ironic is 
we played JV football together at 
Cortland,” writes Brooks. “When I got 
home I checked my ’59 Didascaleion 
yearbook. There we were, me, number 
68 on the right of the first row and 
Jim, number 31 on the left of the third 
row.” “We were in a stadium across 
the country that holds more people 
than may have attended Cortland in 
the last 40 years,” added Connie. “And 
we find another Cortland graduate 
from our era. The Cortland world is 
small, but ever expansive.”

HOW TO SEND CLASS NOTES
We enjoy hearing from you and encourage you to continue sending us 
your news by way of our ‘Keep In Touch’ form, located on page 3, or by 
e-mail at alumni@cortland.edu.

PHOTOS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
With respect to written submissions, please withhold announcements 
of your important life accomplishments until after the fact, when 
we will gladly report your promotion, marriage, new baby, etc. For 
weddings, please include the date, city and state, spouse’s full name and 
pre-married last name. For births, kindly include the exact date of birth. 
Regarding images, we reserve the right to not include blurry, ‘pixelated’ 
or grainy submissions. Please adjust digital cameras to the highest 
quality setting in order to meet our minimum size standard of 1 MB 
(megabyte) for small portraits and 3 MB (megabytes) for group shots.

WEDDING PHOTO POLICIES
The editors reserve the right to select wedding photos for publication 
based on available space, photo quality, timeliness, and the number 
of graduates named in the photo. Please send your photos when 
announcing your wedding, as we will not publish a photo for nuptials 
previously announced in Columns. 

Class Notes

HELEN LOGAN ’32 received fl owers from Alan Butler ’55 on Feb. 10, in celebration of 
Helen’s 100th birthday. SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum spoke with Helen 
on the phone, a barbershop quartet serenaded her and she ate her favorite food, 
chocolate. Helen resides at Atria Senior Living in Atria Plainview, N.Y.

THREE FORMER SUNY Cortland roommates from the Class of 1947 met at 
Syracuse University’s Minnowbrook Conference Center at Blue Mountain Lake in 
the Adirondacks on Aug. 16, writes Jeanne Mills Creamer, right. The trio reunited 
to celebrate her 60th wedding anniversary with her husband, George Creamer. 
Theresa Vant Snavely, left, and Dorothy Morley Charleton, center, lived with Jeanne 
at Mrs. Anderson’s boarding house when they attended the College.

LOUISE  JACQUEMARD SAUNDERS ’54 was honored by the Potsdam (N.Y.) Central 
School District on Dec. 6. The school district dedicated the physical education 
complex to Louise and fellow educator, Hal Gillette. Louise, who resides in Colton, 
N.Y., was recognized for 33 years as a teacher, coach, mentor and administrator. 
She followed in the footsteps of her mother, Margaret Morris Jacquemard ’27. Her 
daughter, Theresa Saunders Nims ’81, continued the tradition.

LEONARD SCHLEICHKORN ’52, third from the left, celebrated his 80th birthday on 
March 8 with Norman Skliar ’54, Stanley Silver ’54 and Joseph Halper ’52, wrote Norman.
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1963
“After 32 years on the faculty 

at SUNY Canton, I retired in August 
1998,” writes John “Jack” Pope. “I 
then lived in Muelhiem an der Ruhr 
in Germany for two-and-a-half years. 
My partner, Susan, and I then moved 
to Trowbridge, England, where we 
married and lived for seven and a half 
years. On April 8, 2008, we moved 
back to the United States.” Jack and 
Susan now reside in Hannibal, N.Y.

1964
Karen Collier Flewelling taught 

physical education until her retire-
ment in 1998, writes Eleanor Burt 
Moody. Karen, who lives in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., coached field hockey 
and lacrosse and took teams to 
Europe and South America. She is still 
coaching and traveling with teams. 
“Karen has traveled around the world 
in an effort to make our planet a 
better place for all living things,” says 
Eleanor. “Believing that one person 
can make a difference, Karen volun-
teered to help the environmental 
group Earthwatch as well as poor 
people in Third World countries.” 
All of her trips are made at her own 
expense and she gives talks and 
solicits help for the things she buys 
for the needy. 

1969
Penelope Schmitt is a member 

of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Task Force Pacesetter in Texas that 
was involved in the response and 
recovery mission following the after-
math of Hurricane Ike along the 
Texas and Louisiana region of the 
Gulf Coast, reported the Coshocton 
Tribune in Coshocton, Ohio, on Jan. 
13. Penelope’s efforts are part of the 
National Response Framework of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA).

Barton Moore writes that 
he taught for three years before 
becoming a social security disability 
examiner and was promoted to 
disability analyst. He worked for more 
than 10 years on the 83rd floor of the 
World Trade Center. Following that, 
he moved to Syracuse, N.Y., where he 
married his second wife and moved 
to Buffalo, N.Y. Barton, who is now 
retired, and his wife adopted a baby 
girl, Britany, from Bolivia.

1970
In mid-January, Joseph McInerney 

received the 2009 Special Recognition 
Award from the National Genome 
Research Institute at the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). The award 
is given to someone from outside 
NIH who has contributed significantly 
to the work of the Institute. He was 

honored for an extraordinary career 
of leadership in educating the nation’s 
students and its health professionals 
about genetics and genomics. “I 
recently retired after eight years as 
director of the National Coalition 
for Health Professional Education 
in Genetics in Baltimore, Md., and 
22 years at the Biological Sciences 
Curriculum Study in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., 14 of those years as director,” 
writes Joseph.

Terry Wood has been CEO 
of Willow Run Foods in Kirkwood, 
N.Y., since 1996, writes his wife, 
Gail Abraham Wood ’72, who is a 
seventh-grade social studies teacher 
in the Vestal (N.Y.) Central School 
District. Willow Run is a food distri-
bution company with annual sales of 
$532 million. Terry taught in Vestal 
and coached for eight years before 
moving to the private sector. 

1971
John Helion received the 2009 

Outstanding Professional Award for 
Physical Education from the Eastern 
District Association of the American 
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation and Dance at its annual 
convention in Lancaster, Pa.

1972
On Feb. 26, the Cortland 

Standard reported that Karen 
Cornell Funk, a field hockey coach 
in the Marathon (N.Y.) Central School 
District, was among the latest class of 
inductees honored by the Section IV 
Athletic Hall of Fame. She was among 
24 honorees during ceremonies 
on March 7 at the Broome County 
(N.Y.) Veterans Memorial Arena in 
Binghamton. Karen’s career record is 
433-131-42 at Marathon, and includes 
eight state championships. She was 
the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association’s 2007 National High 
School Coach of the Year and holds 
the second longest winning streak in 
the national high school record book 
with 87 victories. Karen was inducted 
into the C-Club Hall of Fame in 2002.

Gail Maloney, senior associate 
athletics director and long time 
women’s basketball coach at Buffalo 
State, retired on March 31. Gail is 
known locally for her 21-year career 
as Buffalo State’s women’s basket-
ball coach. Her teams captured seven 
State University of New York Athletic 
Conference (SUNYAC) Championships 
and made nine trips to the playoffs. 
Gail was named SUNYAC Coach 
of the Year in 1984, 1989 and 1994. 
Following the 1994 season, she 
was named Coach of the Year by 
the Converse Division III, District II 
and the New York State Women’s 
Collegiate Athletic Association. 
Gail was inducted into the C-Club 

Athletics Hall of Fame at SUNY 
Cortland in 1998.

The National Association for 
Health and Fitness (NAHF) honored 
Bert Knitter with the Glenn Swengros 
Award. Bert was recognized for his 
lifetime record of achievement and 
commitment to people’s well being 
through the development of physical 
fitness programs. For more than 30 
years, and across a broad spectrum of 
populations, Bert has provided leader-
ship in promoting active lifestyles. 
He also developed the U.S. Customs 
Service Health and Fitness program 
that was implemented nationwide, 
and is distinguished for involving the 
highest ratio of employees in the 
National Fitness Test. The NAHF was 
founded in 1977 by the President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports 
and staff.

Paul Wehrum was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame of the National 
Junior College Athletic Association’s 
(NJCAA) Men’s Lacrosse Coaches 
Association on May 8 in New 
Hartford, N.Y. Paul coached the 
Herkimer County Community College 
(HCCC) Generals lacrosse team for 
24 years. He led the Generals to 21 
state regional championships and 
eight NJCAA national titles. He was 
named NJCAA Coach of the Year 
four times. In 1997, Paul was inducted 
into the C-Club Hall of Fame and in 
1998 was chosen as an assistant on 
the World Championship Team USA. 
He left Herkimer in 2007 to take over 
coaching the varsity lacrosse team 
at Union College. Paul was named 
Liberty League Coach of the Year for 
leading Union to a program record 
12-win season and ranked 17th in 
NCAA Division III.

1973
Matthew Asen was shown 

holding one of several signs he 
brought to the home opener of the 
New York Mets game at the new Citi 
Field in Queens, N.Y., in an article 
on www.metro.us on April 14. Matt 
made the trip to his native town from 
Florida.

Anna Palazzo Brett, a retired 
elementary school principal in 
Kingston, N.Y., was honored in 
October by the Ulster Community 
College Foundation for her work in 
the field of education and her contri-
butions to the quality of life in the 
community. She was recognized for 
her outstanding personal achieve-
ments, community leadership and 
commitment to education.

LONGTIME FRIENDS Suzanne Pratt Birch ’59, left, and fellow alumnae Jane Merovich-Schneider ’60, Linda Heitman Wahl ’60 and 
Ruth Thayer Schaeff er ’60 reunited in August in Santa Barbara, Calif.

FOUR FRIENDS recently gathered at the South Pinellas Retired Educator’s Association 
meeting in St. Petersburg, Fla., writes Barbara “Bobbie” Kilian Bernstein ’60. Pictured 
from the left were: Marjorie Dey Carter ’50, a member and past president of the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, Lois Brutschy Campbell ’57, Bobbie and 
Antoinette “Toni” Lalla Harvey ’44.

1958 CLASSMATES Patricia Cleary Durbin, Lorraine Respol Evans, 
Marilyn Tompkins Doherty and Caryl Ann Reich Koesterer came back 
to Cortland for the fi rst time in 50 years to attend their 50th reunion 
in July. They were photographed posed in the same spots in the very 
same room in North Hall that they shared from 1956 to 1957. 

GERARD “ROD” MERGARDT ’63 and Thomas Olivo ’79 caught a 17-pound Peacock 
bass on an Amazon Fishing Expedition. Rod was Tom’s high school gymnastics coach.
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Susan Lowery Hamlin is a 
business owner and president of 
Hamlin Construction Co. Inc., in 
Liberty, N.Y. She writes that she has 
three grandchildren ages three, five 
and seven.

1974
“This past fall, I completed my 

30th season as varsity boys soccer 
coach at Arlington High School in 
LaGrangeville, N.Y.,” writes Gary 
Montalto. “During the season, I also 
was able to achieve my 500th career 
victory, which includes three New 
York State Championships in Class AA.”

Penny Seltzman Springer relayed 
a message on Jan. 16 that Edward 
Lader ’72 would be climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro, located in northeastern 
Tanzania, that week to celebrate his 
60th birthday.

1977
“Last weekend we traveled to 

Kansas City, Mo., with our son, Eric, 
a junior at SUNY Cortland, and the 
men’s and women’s club volleyball 
teams for the Collegiate Club 
Volleyball Nationals,” writes Cheryl 
Gress Buggs and Ronald Buggs ’79 
and on April 19. “The Cortland men’s 

team took the Division II National 
Championship.”

John Cossaboon was named head 
men’s soccer coach at the University 
of the Ozarks on March 20. John 
previously was the head women’s 
coach at Southern Methodist 
University and the University of San 
Diego. Before that, he spent two years 
as the assistant women’s coach at 
Gonzaga University.

1979
Richard “Rick” Armstrong was 

inducted into the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division 
III Wrestling Coaches’ Association Hall 
of Fame on March 5 in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, reported The Daily Star in 
Oneonta, N.Y., on Feb. 17. Rick, a 27-year 
wrestling coach in the Walton (N.Y.) 
Central School District, was a three-
time All-American at Cortland. He won 
Cortland’s first national title as a junior.

Mark Blais received the American 
Psychological Association’s 2009 
Theodore Millon Award in Personality 
Psychology at the organization’s 
convention in Toronto. The award 
honors an outstanding psycholo-
gist engaged in advancing the science 
of personality psychology, including 
the areas of personology, person-
ality theory, personality disor-
ders and personality measurement. 
“While I’m shocked to have been 
selected for the award, I am very 
grateful to the many people and 
institutions that helped me reach 
a position where such an achieve-
ment was even possible,” Mark wrote 
to Melvyn King, associate professor 
and chair of psychology at SUNY 
Cortland. “Certainly the rigorous 
lab and research-focused educa-

tion I received through the Cortland 
State Psychology Department played 
a significant role in this accomplish-
ment.” Mark is an associate chief of 
psychology at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and an associate professor 
of psychology at Harvard Medical 
School.

1980
Ronald “Otis” Jennings 

announced his candidacy for mayor of 
the city of Syracuse, N.Y., on Feb. 17. 
Ronald has resided in Syracuse for 
nearly 30 years. 

George Solan is the new vice 
president for student affairs at Barton 
College in Wilson, N.C., reported 
AARP Bulletin today on March 14. As 
chief student affairs officer, George 
oversees the residence life program, 
the office of the chaplain, health, 
counseling and career services, and 
student leadership and development 
programs. Prior to Barton, George 
served as vice president for student 
life at St. Bonaventure University in 
St. Bonaventure, N.Y., for 27 years.

1981
“I usually skim through the alumni 

news when I get the chance,” writes 
Gregor Beyer. “This past fall I was 
skimming through it and stumbled 
upon the article on Daniel Hawkins ’59 
and the alumni award he received. I 
was happy to hear that Mr. Hawkins 
was still alive and living in Greenlawn, 
N.Y. Mr. Hawkins was my fifth-grade 
teacher at Maplewood Elementary 
School in Huntington Station, N.Y. 
He was my favorite teacher. I also 
remembered that I was in his car 

when the Mets won the World Series 
in 1969. At the time, my mother was 
in the hospital and I had forgotten 
my permission slip to play in an away 
soccer game. So I wouldn’t miss the 
game, Mr. Hawkins drove me home to 
get my grandmother to sign the slip 
and then on to the game. On the way 
to the game, we listened to the World 
Series as the final out was recorded. 
When I read the article, I decided 
to write Mr. Hawkins, thanking him 
for his generosity and the impact 
he had on my life 40 years later. On 
Halloween night after getting home 
from trick or treating with my son, I 
received a call from Mr. Hawkins. He 
thanked me for my letter and told 
me how it brought a tear to his eye. 
A week later, my father called to tell 
me that I was quite the celebrity in 
my old neighborhood. My former 
next-door neighbor had gone to a 
retired teacher’s luncheon. One of the 
people at her table was Mr. Hawkins. 
He brought my letter to the luncheon. 
She read the letter and said, this kid 
used to be my next-door neighbor. 
Mr. Hawkins always made me feel 
better about myself when I was 10 
years old. Forty years later he was still 
doing the same thing.”

Gregory Gove and his 
winemaking at Peconic Bay Winery 
in Cutchogue, N.Y., were featured 
on www.hamptons.com on Jan. 21. 
Gregory is in his 23rd year making 
wine. He started out as a cellarmaster 
at Hargrave Vineyard, Long Island’s 
first winery. Gregory has been with 
Peconic Bay since 1999.

James Johnson Jr. is writing a 
book about his basketball team’s 
magical season a couple of years ago 
that garnered national attention. The 
Greece Athena (N.Y.) High School 

DAVID EVANS ’76, left, and his wife, Janet Schreiner Evans ’77, right, are pictured 
with their son, Dan Evans, a SUNY Cortland junior who competed at the State 
University of New York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) Men’s Swimming and Diving 
Championship meet. Dan was named the Most Outstanding Male Swimmer after 
winning three individual events, setting one meet record and leaving the meet with 
seven Cortland records. Dave writes that he was a member of Pete Cahill’s ’66 swim 
team in the mid-1970s. Janet currently teaches middle school social studies and Dave 
teaches adapted physical education and coaches swimming in Hamburg, N.Y. Dan’s 
sister, Jessica, is planning to attend Cortland this fall as a freshman. 

Diana Feldberg Levine ’53, 
a published author since 
1980, released her seventh 
book, Bubbee’s Bedtime 
Stories, in March. The 
stories are published by 
Xlibris, a subsidiary of 
Random House. The book 
is a collection of short 

stories about the Jewish holidays and Jewish 
traditions. 

Richard Smith ’67 
recently authored a 
book titled Premodern 
Trade in World History. 
Published by Routledge 
of New York, N.Y., the 
work advances the idea 
that trade and commerce 
are among the oldest, 
most pervasive and 

most important of human activities, serving 
as engines for change in many other human 
endeavors. The text examines the key themes 
of trading in world history, from the earliest 
signs of trade until the long-distance trade 
systems were firmly established. Richard 
addresses such basic issues as how and 
why people trade and what purpose trade 
serves. Richard is a professor of history and 
Williams Distinguished Teaching Professor in 
the Humanities at Ferrum College in Virginia. 
His research interests are in North and West 
Africa and world history.

My Heart’s Desire: A Journey Toward Finding 
Extravagant Love, by Mary Singer Wick ’80, 
was published in March by Outskirts Press 
of Denver, Colo. The book is described as a 
powerful story of the author’s struggle to 
find everlasting love. Mary walks through 
seven years of heartbreaking trials begin-
ning with the diagnosis that, as an otherwise 
healthy single woman, she may never have 
children. Desiring to be a wife and mother 
more than a career woman, she begins her 
desperate search for a cure. Classified as part 
of the Christian — Inspirational category, 
the book blends personal experiences with 
biblical advice for Christian living. Mary is a 
speaker and writer who spent 11 years working 
and attending school in Boston, Mass. She 
received her master’s degree in higher educa-
tion administration from Boston College. She 
relocated to North Carolina in 1995 to begin a 
career in technical recruiting. 

Cassandra Carkuff Williams ’80 explores 
raising a healthy Christian community in her 
new book, Learning the Way: Reclaiming 
Wisdom from the Earliest Christian 
Communities. The work is published by Alban 
Publishing in Virginia. Cassandra turns the 
reader’s focus to the marks and practices of the 
earliest Christian communities. The reflections 
are blended with stories drawn from her own 
life to form practical, timely ideas for building 
authentic Christian communities in today’s 
world. Cassandra is the national coordinator 
for discipleship resource development with 
National Ministries, American Baptist Churches 
USA. She has more than a decade of pastoral 
experience and is the author of Children 
Among Us and Children, Poverty and the Bible.

James Slattery ’82 
authored Camp 
Life in the Northern 
Kingdom: Memories 
of Frosty Mornings 
and Cold Nights in 
the Company of Men. 
Recently published 
by AuthorHouse of 
Bloomington, Ind., the 
book is a collection of 

James’ memories growing up in the Northern 
Kingdom of New York at the Haystack 
Mountain and Bear Paw hunting camps. Many 
of the men who were instrumental in making 
his memories have either passed away or aged 
beyond their ability to pass on their legacy. 
The work was written to inspire a revival of 
camp life or, at least, record what it was like to 
be a member of a group of men. The book is 
being sold internationally and a screenplay is 
in production. 

Debra “Debbie” Kiederer Cucullo ’83 and 
Marybeth Maida are the authors of Beauty 
Pearls for Chemo Girls published by Citadel 
Press, a subsidiary of Kensington Publishing 
of New York, N.Y. The book, which will be 
released in September, is a beauty guide for 
chemotherapy patients. It has insider secrets 
from top stylists and designers, derma-
tologists, doctors and other specialists. An 
online community Web site will launch with 
the release of the book and a portion of all 
e-books will go to cancer charities. Debbie 
has dedicated the book to her roommate, 
Susan Hauser Alexander ’83, and her cousin, 
both whom died of cancer.

The Annotated Origin, 
a facsimile of the first 
edition of On the 
Origin of Species, by 
Charles Darwin, was 
annotated by James 
Costa ’85. The work 
was published in May 
by The Belknap Press 

of Harvard University Press in Cambridge, Mass., 
and London, England. The text is the edition of 
Darwin’s work used in James’ course at Western 
Carolina University in North Carolina and in 
Harvard’s Darwin summer course at Oxford. A 
facsimile of the first edition of 1859 is accompa-
nied by James’ extensive marginal annotations, 
drawings and his experience with Darwin’s ideas 
in the field, lab and classroom. James is the 
executive director of the Highlands Biological 
Station in Highlands, N.C. He is the H.F. and 
Katherine P. Robinson Professor of Biology at 
Western Carolina University. 

Amanda Malloy 
Marrone ’89 will release 
her third young adult 
novel, Devoured, on 
Sept. 22. The volume, 
which is published by 
Simon and Schuster 
Publishing, follows 
Megan, the twin sister 
of Remy, who died in a 
car accident nine years 

ago, and has been haunting her ever since. 
Megan tries to keep the secret to herself and 
to lead a normal life, but when she takes a 
summer job at Land of Enchantment things 
get twistier.

ALUMNI IN PRINT
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coach put his team manager, an autistic 
student, Jason McElwain, in at the end 
of the game and he made six three-
point baskets. Jim writes that the story 
was published recently in Chicken 
Soup for the Soul Inside Basketball. Jim 
currently travels around the country 
giving motivational speeches and is 
still teaching and coaching. His team 
finished this season with a 16-4 record 
and reached his 300th win as a varsity 
basketball coach.

1982
Richard McElroy completed a 

doctorate from Walden University in 
2007 and accepted a position as an 
assistant professor of early childhood 
education at the University of Central 
Missouri.

1983
Robert Kalin is a professor 

of environmental engineering for 
sustainability and director of research 
at the David Livingstone Center for 
Sustainability in Glasgow, Scotland. He 
is a visiting professor of hydro geology 
at the College of Environmental 
Engineering and Sciences at Jilin 
University in China. He also serves 
as an honorary professor at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences at the 
Northeast Institute of Geography and 
Agricultural Ecology.

1984
John Barrett was recently 

recognized as one of America’s Top 
100 Financial Advisors by Barron’s 
Winner’s Circle for the third year in a 
row. John has been a financial advisor 
with Merrill Lynch for 23 years and 
resides in Montclair, N.J., with his wife 
and four children.

Donald Root Jr. became principal 
at Mexico (N.Y.) High School on Jan. 5, 
reported The Post-Standard in 
Syracuse, N.Y. Donald is the former 
assistant principal of Baker High 
School in Baldwinsville, N.Y. Prior to 
his nine years at Baker, he was assis-
tant principal and athletic director at 
Marcellus (N.Y.) High School, physical 
education teacher, athletic director, 
assistant junior high principal, assis-
tant high school principal and coach in 
Jordan-Elbridge (N.Y.) Central School. 
Donald lives in Onondaga, N.Y., with 
his wife and two daughters.

1985
Dominic Carter served as the 

keynote speaker for the 20th annual 
Sojourner Truth Awards Program at 
SUNY Orange in Middletown, N.Y., on 
March 6. The college formally recog-
nized 640 local students in grades 6-12 
attending Orange County schools 
for their achievements in a variety 
of educational areas. Dominic is a 
renowned news reporter and anchor 
from metro television outlet NY1. He 
is the host of NY1’s nightly political 
show, “Inside City Hall.”

1987
Patricia Dooley Castine joined 

the Lindenhurst, N.Y., William Rall 
Elementary School as its new principal 
in February. She is a former assistant 
principal in the Kings Park (N.Y.) School 
District and has more than 20 years of 
experience. She began her career as an 
elementary education teacher in the 
North Babylon (N.Y.) School District, 
where she taught third and fourth 
grades. Patricia lives in West Islip, N.Y.

Homer (N.Y.) High School German 
and Spanish teacher Dean Williams 
was profiled in the Feb. 25 edition of 
the Cortland Standard for his travels 
to India last summer. Dean spoke 
about his trip at a Cortland Zonta 
Club meeting. For the first month he 
was in India, Dean lived in New Delhi, 
where he worked at a care center for 
homeless boys. Following that, Dean 
went to Bangalore to live and work 
in an orphanage. Dean said he and a 
British volunteer would spend each 
day with 30 sick infants, who all lived 
in one room and slept on a concrete 
floor. A short time later, Dean began 
working at a prison for youth offenders 
in Bangalore. This summer he will 
go to Germany to lead Homer High 
School’s German exchange program, 
which he formed. He also will spend 
time in Italy. In the summer of 2010, 
he plans to go to Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia.

1989
At Red Hook (N.Y.) High School’s 

College Day, each teacher wore a shirt 
from their alma mater in an effort to 
promote student discussion, writes 
Deborah Vogel Beam ’89. 

James Longi III will retire from 
the Marines this summer after 20 
years. He plans to take a job with 
AT&T Government Solutions as a 

client business manager. James will 
remain in Manassas, Va., with his wife, 
Mary, and children, Madison, Connor 
and Spencer Faith. 

1990
Tracy Orr Durkee ’90 M ’95 was 

awarded national board certifica-
tion as a middle childhood gener-
alist, reported The Ithaca Journal 
on Feb. 26. Tracy has been teaching 
for 19 years in the Homer (N.Y.) 
Central School District and is the 
first teacher from Homer and the 
second in Cortland County to receive 
this prestigious honor. She resides in 
Homer with her husband, Jim, and 
their two sons.

1991
Victoria “Vicki” Mitchell, the 

University at Buffalo men’s and 
women’s cross-country and women’s 
track and field coach, was featured 
in Buffalo’s student newspaper, The 
Spectrum, on March 23. The article 
highlighted Vicki’s career as an athlete 
and a coach.

1992
SUNY Cortland Distinguished 

Service Professor and Chair of the 
Political Science Department Robert 
Spitzer spoke about the Obama 
inauguration on News10Now on Jan. 20, 
where he reconnected with New 
York City TV anchor Julie Chapman 
Gillenwalters.

Scott Foster was named a 
member of the Director’s Guild of 
America with a title of second assis-
tant director in October. He has been 
an assistant director on movies such 
as “State of Play,” “Taking Woodstock” 
and “Salt.”

1993
Gerald Franz M ’93 recently 

returned to his hometown of Fort 
Myers, Fla., where he is a librarian and 
history teacher at Hodges University.

1996
Zane Lamprey was interviewed 

for the Republican American in 
Waterbury, Conn., on Jan. 28, about 
his job as host of the television show 
“Three Sheets.” He travels the world 
exploring drinking traditions, explaining 
how different alcohols are made. 
Zane, a comedian from Syracuse, N.Y., 
who now lives in Los Angeles, Calif., 
has been pitching the show to other 
television networks after the folding 
of the high definition cable channel, 
MojoHD, which carried the reality 
show for three seasons. 

1997
Anthony Osburn was introduced 

as the new head football coach in the 
Albion (N.Y.) Central School District, 
reported the Buffalo News on Feb. 10. 
Anthony is quite familiar with the 
program at Albion. He was quarter-
back of the team from 1991-92 and 
in 2003 he accepted a job as a social 
studies teacher and junior varsity 
assistant football coach. 

Douglas Premo took over as super-
intendent of the South Lewis (N.Y.) 
School District, reported the Lowville, 
N.Y., Journal and Republican on Jan. 16. 

1998
Elizabeth Hashagen and her 

daughter, Allison Rae, who was born in 
October 2008, were featured on the 
cover of the March/April edition of 
Long Island Parent magazine. Elizabeth 
is an Emmy award-winning morning 
co-anchor for News 12 Long Island. 
The story focuses on Elizabeth’s hectic 
schedule as a new mom. 

BRIAN FREELAND SR. ’94 M ’00, left, a history teacher in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
(N.C.) Schools, was named 2009 Teacher of the Year on April 20. He is pictured 
with Peter Gorman, superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Brian 
grew up in a poor urban community. “The classroom became my place to think 
and prepare for a better future where I controlled life’s circumstances on my 
own terms,” Brian said. “I looked to teachers as instruments to obtain knowledge, 
wisdom and understanding.” 

AMY ZELIK ’96 wed Evan Diker on July 25 in New Hyde Park, N.Y. Attending front row from the left, were: Amy and Evan; second 
row: Janet Hores Deblasi ’96, Amy Gilbert Malec ’95, Emily White Delucia ’96, Donald Verteramo Jr. ’97, William Ko ’97 and Benjamin 
Torres ’97; and back row: Brian Delucia ’95 and Corey Roberts ’97. Melissa Phiebig Busch ’97 also attended.

“I PROPOSED TO MY GIRLFRIEND, Heidi Savage, this past February on “Live with 
Regis and Kelly,” writes Andrew Fowler ’01, shown on the left. “We were selected and 
I was able to get her to New York City for the surprise proposal. We are planning a 
June 12, 2010, wedding in Utica, N.Y.”
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1999
Shannon Mowers Forrest ’99 

M ’03, a social studies teacher in the 
DeRuyter (N.Y.) School District, was 
honored as the state’s outstanding 
middle school social studies teacher 
at the New York State Council for 
the Social Studies’ annual conven-
tion in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., reported 
the Cortland Standard on April 4. 
Shannon qualified for the competition 
by being named last year’s outstanding 
middle school social studies teacher 
in Central New York. She now quali-
fies for the top social studies teacher 
award in the nation.

Bonnie Holden Monteleone 
was highlighted in a Feb. 7 article on 
www.starnewsonline.com. An office 
assistant in the chemistry department 
at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington, Bonnie is working on a 
master’s degree in UNCW’s Graduate 
Liberal Studies Program. During one of 
her classes, she read an article called 
“Plastic Ocean” by Susan Casey. It 
described the discovery of a Texas-
sized area in the Pacific Ocean filled 
with plastic debris by sailing captain 
Charles Moore. Bonnie visited Moore 
and he described the weird things 
such as police tape and Mickey Mouse 
ears floating hundreds of miles from 
shore. Bonnie will join a research 
voyage that will sail south from 
Bermuda towing a trawl to collect 
debris. She won a Dr. Ralph W. Brauer 
Fellowship at UNCW, which will help 
pay her research expenses.

2002
“I have spent the last three years 

working for the Oneida County (N.Y.) 
Executive,” writes Brian Adey in a 
Feb. 25 e-mail to his former instructor, 
Robert Spitzer, Distinguished Service 
Professor and chair of the Political 
Science Department. “I often think of 
my time at SUNY Cortland and still 
encourage as many kids as possible to 
take advantage of a SUNY education.”

2003
Jennifer Angelillo has a master’s 

degree in school counseling from 
Long Island University. She is a college 
counselor and varsity girls lacrosse 
coach at Mary Louis Academy in 
Queens, N.Y.

On March 2, the Hagerstown 
(Md.) Suns baseball team announced 
the hiring of Benjamin Burnett as the 
team’s senior director of ticket sales 
for the 2009 season. Benjamin has 
seven years of experience in minor 
league baseball, having most recently 
served as the director of baseball 
operations for the Jamestown (N.Y.) 
Jammers. With the Suns, he will be 
responsible for selling season ticket 
packages and planning group and 
corporate outings. 

Kevin Lowry will transfer from 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service National Wildlife Refuge 
in Rockwood, Ill., to Whittlesey 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge in 
northern Wisconsin in June. “I will 
serve as the manager of the refuge’s 
visitor services program, focusing on 
environmental education and inter-
pretation, with responsibility for the 
direction, review, planning and coordi-
nation of all refuge visitor services 
program activities, the budget and 
overall program management,” writes 
Kevin. 

2006
Lisa Schult participated in the 

Inauguration Parade on Jan. 20 in 
Washington D.C. An AmeriCorps 
volunteer since graduating from 
Cortland, she represented AmeriCorps 
in the parade.

2007
Charlotte Kates, an AmeriCorps 

member working in Colorado, was 
profiled by The Post-Standard in 
Syracuse, N.Y., on Dec. 18. Charlotte 
began working as a community servant 
in February 2008 after applying to the 

Peace Corps. “It is the perfect program 
because it allows me to give back to 
the community and travel the country 
at the same time,” she says.  

Stuart Millstein was promoted 
from researcher at CBS Sports to 
broadcast associate and currently to 
chief researcher. 

2008
Daniel Catalano advanced from 

leadership consultant to director of 
expansion with the Delta Chi frater-
nity in Iowa City, Iowa. 

Matthew Muzza, a graduate 
assistant in the Binghamton University 
Sports Information Office, flew with 
the team on a charter to Greensboro, 
N.C., to watch Binghamton take on 
Duke in the 2009 NCAA Division I 
Men’s Basketball Championships, 
reported the Jamestown, N.Y. 
Post-Journal on March 19. Matthew is 
working towards his master’s degree 
in student affairs administration.

Marriages
Perry Novak ’82 to Kathleen Root on Aug. 9 in Fairport, N.Y.

Amy Zelik ’96 to Evan Diker on July 25 in New Hyde Park, N.Y.

Tara Fisher ’03 to Jonathan Bauer on Nov. 8 in Raleigh, N.C.

Steven Rieben ’03 M ’08 to Abby Moyer ’03 on Nov. 22 in Binghamton, N.Y.

Jennifer Rockwell ’06 to Kason O’Neil ’04 on Oct. 11 in Schenectady, N.Y.

Jyl MacNeal ’03 M ’07 to Gabriel Fletcher on Aug. 2 in Sayre, Pa.

Births
Caroline d’Addario Logan ’92 and Douglas, a son, William Hobbes, 

on Nov. 10.

Ronald Introini ’94 and Amy, a daughter, Sydney Lee, on Jan. 6.

Maria Manoni Pelliccia ’95 and Gregg, a son, Nicholas Rober, on Jan. 20.

Marie Stebbins West ’95 and Michael, a son, Braydan, on Feb. 19.

Jolene Nantista-Dombrosky ’97 and Mark Dombrosky ’96, a daughter, 
Isabella Liliana, on Oct. 27.

Stephen Luciana ’00 and Erin, a son, Stephen Robert III, on March 17.

Joshua Peluso ’00 and Heather Herweg Peluso ’00, a daughter, Sydnie 
Maxine, on Dec. 20.

Kristin Creegan Griff ’02 and Luke, a son, Kieran James, on Feb. 27.

Kristen Clapp Lubin ’02 and William Lubin ’03, a son, Oliver William, 
on Oct. 4.

In Memoriam
Florence Bauer Shults ’28
Katharine “Kitty” Wasson Reed ’34
Marjorie Douglas Lehard ’38
Katharine Berg Hathaway ’40
Grace Bryant Miller ’40
Claire Noller ’45
Joan McCawley Davis ’46
Audrey Flaxington ’46
Margaret Brand Meyers ’46
Winifred Kenneda Hoffman ’47
Carol Whittaker Benedict ’48
Edward Dente ’48
Charlisa Crosier West ’48
Paul Carrigg ’49
Theresa Schork Clark ’49
Domenic Mancini ’49
Frederic Pierce ’51
Betty Storey Ward ’51

Patricia Woodward ’51
Arnold Miller ’58
James Terrell ’59
Eleanor Miller ’60
Melchiore “Mel” La Rosa ’63
Bonnie Huntley Clift ’64
Elizabeth Enzel Dawson ’64
Patricia Schoninger MacKenna ’65
Joseph Demaso ’66
Sharon-Lou Vicedomini Stranko ’66
Fern Rader Bennett ’67
Susan Darling Motsko ’67
Peter DiNardo ’68
Michael Whitman ’84
Rebecca Martin Brown ’89
Esther Paddock Maybury ’93
Paul Fuchs ’98
Jason Hruscik ’05

STEVEN RIEBEN ’03 M ’08 married Abby Moyer ’03 on Nov. 22 in Binghamton, N.Y. Celebrating with the couple, front row from 
the left, were: Teresa Grubham Delgado M ’96; second row: Sarah Riebel Schultheis ’89, Julie Whitehead Cavallario ’03, Steve, 
Abby and Trevor Erb ’03; and back row: Richard Mathy M ’07, Timothy Jenny ’03, Christopher Richardson ’05, Daniel Savich ’03 
and John Marcotte ’89. 

JENNIFER ROCKWELL ’06 wed Kason O’Neil ’04 on Oct. 11 in Schenectady, N.Y. Attending front row from the left, were: Kevin 
DeMassio ’05; second row: Keri O’Neil ’08, Sabrina Wadd ’06, Jennifer, Stephanie Adamshick ’06; third row: Donald Cleveland ’07, 
Rebecca Quivey ’07, Kason, Davis McLane Connelly ’04, Eric Peterson ’06, Susan Wilson, SUNY Cortland associate professor of 
recreation, parks and leisure studies, Julie Lenhart, SUNY Cortland head softball coach, and Stephen Fragale ’89; and back row: 
Rebekah Locke DeMassio ’04, Michael Ringhoff  and Jonathan Pravel ’04.
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Cincinnati Bengals Offensive Line Coach Paul Alexander ’82 
spoke on the topic of “Coaching is Teaching” on Feb. 12 in the 
Corey Union Function Room. Paul just completed his 15th season 
with the Bengals. Since 2003, he also has been the team’s assistant 
head coach.

Michael Vela ’88, senior vice president of First Investors 
Corp., came to campus as an Executive-In-Residence on March 
23 to speak to marketing classes, the Economics Club and 
graduating seniors about his career in financial services and 
opportunities in the field for students after they graduate. 
Michael is one of three individuals in charge of directing and 
leading a 800-person national sales force and management 
team. He also spoke about the challenges and rewards of 
being one of the highest-ranked poker players in the world. 
Michael is ranked 36th on the World Poker Tour money list 
and is ranked as the 663rd best poker player in the world. 

Andrew Kozlowski ’95, glacial geology senior scientist 
for the New York State Geological Survey and the New York 
State Museum, gave a talk titled “Dates, Rates and Geological 
Hazards: Ongoing Investigations of the NYS Geological 
Survey” in Bowers Hall, Room 109 on Feb. 24. 

On April 8 in Old Main, Melissa Morales ’07 spoke to the 
Psychology Club and psychology majors and minors about 
her experience as a student in the behavioral neuroscience 
doctoral program at Binghamton University. 

Brent Sears ’07 talked with students interested in national 
fellowship and study abroad opportunities on April 14 in Old 
Main. In 2006, Brent was awarded the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship to study in Guayaquil, Ecuador. He 

shared with the audience how he funded an entire semester 
abroad with grants and scholarships.

Jennica Schuster Liberatore ’08 was a featured speaker 
at the induction ceremony for Psi Chi, the psychology honor 
society, on April 13 in the Corey Union Function Room. A 
graduate student in school counseling at SUNY Oswego, she 
is also enrolled in a certificate of advanced study program for 
expressive arts therapy at SUNY Oswego.

Alumni O N  C A M P U S

beautiful part of New York state. On behalf 
of SUNY Cortland and the region, I thank 
Gov. Paterson for his vision and his support 
in making Upstate New York the number 
one destination in the United States for fan 
friendly NFL summer training camps.”

The Jets summer training camp will  
tentatively open at SUNY Cortland on Friday, 
July 30, and will continue until Friday, Aug. 21. 
The team will be away from Cortland a few 
days during that time period. Spectators to 
the training camp will be able to watch team 
practices and attend autograph sessions near 
the Stadium Complex. There is no admission 
charge to the camp. The Jets will be bringing 
their interactive Jets Fest, with activities for 
the entire family. 

To receive up-to-date information 
on the summer training camp at SUNY 
Cortland, visit the New York Jets Web site 
at www.newyorkjets.com.

JETS continued from page 1
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Cortland Alumni Welcome the New York Jets

RONNIE STERNIN SILVER ’67, right, Alumni Association 
Board of Directors president, served as the keynote speaker 
for the 24th annual Student Leadership Recognition 
Banquet on April 16. Ronnie was chosen because of her 
accomplishments in the nonprofi t arena. Following the 
banquet, Ronnie spoke to new sisters of her former sorority, 
Alpha Sigma Alpha/Alpha Sigma. Alpha Sigma Alpha was 
recognized with the Outstanding Greek Chapter of the Year 
Award earlier that evening. From the left were: Noelle Paley, 
lecturer of philosophy and Africana studies and Alpha Sigma 
Alpha advisor; Lauren Hedger, Alpha Sigma Alpha president 
and winner of an Outstanding Student Leader Award and the 
Outstanding Sorority Member Award; and Danielle Bokowski, 
Alpha Sigma Alpha vice president of programming and winner 
of an Outstanding Student Leader Award.

MATTHEW ASEN ’73, right, off ered some professional advice to sport management juniors and 
seniors in Studio West, Room 131, before the students participated in mock interviews. He visited 
campus April 24-27 to attend the rugby reunion. 

CARLOS MEDINA ’78, right, delivered the keynote speech 
at the College’s 11th annual Unity Celebration on Feb. 26 in 
the Corey Union Function Room. He is pictured with Michael 
Lane, a senior social philosophy major from White Plains, 
N.Y., who read a poem after Carlos spoke. Carlos serves 
as assistant provost in the SUNY Offi  ce of Diversity and 
Educational Equity. 

PHYSICIANS WILLIAM BAERTHLEIN ’76 AND HARRIS 
SILVER ’67, second and third from the left, spoke and 
answered questions about their professions in an open forum 
on April 16 in Corey Union, Room 209. The talk was part of the 
College’s Executive-in-Residence Program. The two discussed 
how to get into medical school, how students need to prepare 
for admission, what the industry is like today and other 
student concerns. Silver, a 1981 SUNY Cortland Distinguished 
Alumnus, practices with Lakeside Orthopedics at Lakeside 
Memorial Hospital in Brockport, N.Y. Baerthlein currently 
serves on the Cortland College Foundation Board of Directors. 
He is a captain in the Medical Corps of the U.S. Naval Reserve 
at Naval Reserve Fleet Hospital, Great Lakes. 

The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
will have the unique opportunity to host 
events in conjunction with the New York 
Jets. To be sure you receive information 
and invitations to these gatherings, please 
complete the form below and return to: 
Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, 
P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045.

You may also indicate your interest 
online and update your alumni record by 
visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. 

General information about the New 
York Jets Training Camp at SUNY Cortland 
can be found at www.cortland.edu/jets. 
Please check this site often because 
information will be continually updated 
as plans develop.
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For the 23rd consecutive year, the SUNY 
Cortland Athletics program boasts of having 
at least one individual national champion, 
across all sports. The streak continued 
in March when junior Alyssa Neely of 
Allentown, Pa., won the balance beam 
title at the National Collegiate Gymnastics 
Association (NCGA) Div. III Championships 
in St. Paul, Minn.

Two other Red Dragons came close to 
joining Neely atop the national championship 
platform. Senior Paul LeBlanc of Morrisville, 
N.Y., finished second at 149 pounds at the 
NCAA Div. III Wrestling Championships, while 
junior Kristen Serikstad of Oyster Bay, N.Y., 
was the runner-up in the high jump at the 
NCAA Div. III Women’s Indoor Track and 
Field Championships.

Here’s a look at the highlights from 
Cortland’s 2008-09 winter sports season.

Women’s gymnastics team
finishes sixth in nation
After a ninth-place finish as a sophomore 
in 2008, Alyssa Neely won the national 
title on balance beam this winter at the 
NCGA Championships. Her winning score 
of 9.60 made her Cortland’s 13th women’s 
gymnastics individual national champion.

Two other Red Dragons earned All-
America honors. Junior Jenn Najuch of North 
Tonawanda, N.Y., tied for eighth place on 
vault and junior Christine Haungs of Derby, 
N.Y., finished 11th on uneven bars.

Cortland finished sixth as a team at the 
national meet under 11th-year head coach 
Gary Babjack. The Red Dragons earned their 
spot at nationals with a third-place finish 
at the Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) Div. III Championships.

LeBlanc national runner-up at 
NCAA wrestling championships
Paul LeBlanc capped one of the best careers 
in Cortland wrestling history with a second-
place finish at 149 pounds at the NCAA Div. III 
Championships in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. LeBlanc, 
a three-time All-American in four seasons, 
won three matches before dropping a 6-3 
decision in the championship.

LeBlanc finished the year with a 29-3 
record and graduates as Cortland’s career 
victory leader with an overall mark of 128-14. 
He also won four Empire Collegiate Wres-
tling Conference (ECWC) individual titles 
— Cortland’s first four-time conference 
champion since Chuck Wilkison ’64 captured 
four straight State University of New York 

Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) 137-pound 
titles between 1961-64.

Junior Joe Murphy of Smithtown, N.Y., 
also earned a trip to the NCAA Champion-
ships by winning the ECWC heavyweight title. 
Seventh-year head coach Brad Bruhn’s team 
finished second at the ECWC Championships 
and 19th nationally.

Serikstad second in high jump at 
women’s track and field nationals
In an exciting duel that wasn’t decided until 
the final attempt, Kristen Serikstad finished 
second in the high jump at the NCAA Div. III 
Women’s Indoor Track and Field Champion-
ships in Terre Haute, Indiana.

Serikstad cleared 5’ 6.5”, tying both the 
Cortland school record and the eventual 
national champion. The other athlete, 
however, earned the title by having fewer 
overall misses than Serikstad during the 
competition. Serikstad earned All-America 
high jump honors for the third time — twice 
indoors and once outdoors.

The Red Dragons tied for 28th nationally 
for second-year head coach Steve Patrick ’97. 
Cortland also finished fourth at the SUNYAC 
Championships behind individual titles from 
Serikstad in the high jump, junior Lisa Holt 
of Phoenix, N.Y., in the 3,000-meter run and 
senior Keri Laviska of Binghamton, N.Y., in the 
pole vault.

Women’s basketball squad 
advances to NCAA second round
The Cortland women’s basketball team, under 
SUNYAC Coach of the Year Jeannette Mosher, 
now in her 11th season, finished with a 24-5 
record and qualified for the NCAA Div. III tour-
nament for the fourth time in the past six years.

The Red Dragons won the SUNYAC 
regular-season title, but earned an at-large 
berth into nationals after losing in the 
conference tournament semifinals. Cortland 
defeated St. Lawrence in its NCAA opener 
and lost to host Scranton in the second 
round to finish tied for 17th nationally.

Junior forward Jessica Laing of Bloomville, 
N.Y., was named a third team All-American as 
well as both the ECAC Div. III Upstate New 
York and SUNYAC Player of the Year. Laing 
averaged 18.2 points and 11.3 rebounds per 
game, and is Cortland’s career scoring leader 
after just three seasons with 1,575 points. Soph-
omore forward Jennifer Patten of Bainbridge, 
N.Y., and senior forward Ali Canale of Oswego, 
N.Y., joined Laing on the All-SUNYAC team.

Men’s indoor track and field 
makes it three in a row
Cortland won its third consecutive title and 
seventh overall at the SUNYAC Men’s Indoor 
Track and Field Championships in Geneva, N.Y.

Senior Jake Zanetti of Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y., won his fourth straight league title in 
the pole vault to highlight five Red Dragon 
victories. Junior Caleb Olsen of Bellmore, N.Y., 
won the 800-meter run, and also teamed with 
freshman Kyle Fitzpatrick of Washingtonville, 
N.Y., junior Eric Graber of Lansingburgh, N.Y., 
and sophomore Andrew Brusso of Elmira, 
N.Y., to win the distance medley relay.

Senior Josh Henry of Truxton, N.Y., 
successfully defended his league title in the 
5,000-meter run and junior Joe Keleher of 
Newfane, N.Y., won the 55-meter hurdles. 
Second-year head coach Steve Patrick ’97 
was named the SUNYAC Coach of the Year.

Three Red Dragons represented Cortland 
at the NCAA Div. III Championships — Zanetti 
and freshman Ryan Pericozzi of Lancaster, 
N.Y., in the pole vault, and junior Seth DuBois 
of Altamont, N.Y., in the 5,000 meters.

Evans shines at SUNYAC men’s 
swimming and diving finals
Junior Dan Evans of Hamburg, N.Y., led 
Cortland to a second-place finish at the 
SUNYAC Men’s Swimming and Diving 
Championships, and in the process earned 
Outstanding Swimmer of the Meet honors. 
The Red Dragons, under seventh-year head 
coach Brian Tobin ’94, were league runner-up 
for the fourth straight season.

Evans won league titles in the 50-yard, 
100-yard and 200-yard freestyle races. He was 
also part of the winning 200-yard freestyle 
relay team along with senior Drew Hilker 
of Ithaca, N.Y., sophomore Matt Young of 
Richmondville, N.Y., and sophomore James 
McCabe of North Massapequa, N.Y.

Cortland posted an 11-2 dual-meet record 
during the season and finished first at the RPI 
Invitational for the third time in five years.

Men’s basketball just misses 
SUNYAC title game
The Cortland men’s basketball team advanced 
to the semifinal round of the SUNYAC post-
season tournament and was moments away 
from earning a berth in the finals. 

The Red Dragons, led by 14th-year head 
coach Tom Spanbauer ’83, finished 8-8 in 
conference play and were the seventh seed 
in the league tournament. Cortland upset 
second-seeded Buffalo State on the road, 
68-65, in the first round, but lost to Fredonia, 
56-55, in the semifinals in Oswego on a 
basket with less than 10 seconds left. The 
Red Dragons finished the year 12-15, including 
eight losses by seven points or less.

Senior Carson Niehoff of West Islip, N.Y., 
earned All-SUNYAC honors at season’s end. 
He led the Red Dragons with 14.1 points per 
game and finished his career ranked 17th in 
school history with 1,042 points.

Women’s swimming and diving 
fourth at SUNYAC meet
The Cortland women’s swimming and diving 
team, under seventh-year head coach Brian 
Tobin ’94, finished the season with a 9-3 
dual-meet record and placed fourth at the 
SUNYAC Championships. The Red Dragons 
also captured their third straight RPI Invita-
tional title.

Junior Kristin Barnoski of Stanley, N.Y., 
finished second in the conference in the 
50-yard freestyle and junior Krista Bergquist 
of West Islip, N.Y., was the league runner-
up in the 100-yard backstroke. Junior Taylor 
Houseman of Rushford, N.Y., placed third in 
the 200-yard breaststroke and sophomore 
Liz Neddo of Syracuse, N.Y., was third in the 
200-yard butterfly.

Men’s ice hockey falls shy 
of SUNYAC tourney bid
The Cortland men’s ice hockey squad battled 
for a SUNYAC tournament berth until the 
final weekend of the season. Second-year 
head coach Joe Baldarotta’s Red Dragons, 
however, fell two points shy of the final 
playoff spot with a 5-9-2 league mark to 
finish 8-15-2 overall.

continued on page 23
Junior Alyssa Neely won the balance beam national title at the 2009 NCGA Div. III Championships in 
Minnesota. Neely is Cortland’s 13th women’s gymnastics individual national champion. In each of the 
last 23 years, at least one Cortland athlete has won a national title, across all sports.  
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Gymnast Alyssa Neely wins national balance beam title;
Wrestler Paul LeBlanc sets school record for victories
BY FRAN ELIA Sports Information Director
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Junior defenseman Gerard Heinz of 
Kings Park, N.Y., was selected to the All-
SUNYAC team for the third straight season. 
He finished the season with three goals and 
11 assists. Junior forward Patrick Palmisano 
of Ann Arbor, Mich., also was named to the 
all-league team after registering a team-high 
15 goals, along with 14 assists, in 24 games. 
Palmisano scored four goals — the most by 
a Red Dragon in 16 years — in a victory over 
Fredonia.

Double standout in goal for 
women’s ice hockey team
Freshman goaltender Katie Double of 
Farmington, N.Y., turned in a stellar season 
between the pipes for Cortland’s women’s 
ice hockey team this past winter.

Named to the ECAC West All-Rookie 
Team, Double finished the season with a 
2.92 goals against average, a school-record 
.923 save percentage and 565 total saves 
in 18 games. She is the first freshman goalie 
to surpass 500 saves in a season since the 
program was re-established in the 2000-01 
season.

Second-year head coach Earl Utter’s 
team finished 3-19-3 overall and 2-14-2 in 
ECAC West play. The Red Dragons missed 
qualifying for the league playoffs by virtue of 
two 1-0 losses at Oswego, one in overtime, 
toward the end of the season.

For more information, call the SUNY 
Cortland Sports Hotline at (607) 753-2521 
or visit www.cortlandreddragons.com.

The Cortland women’s basketball bench celebrates during the Red Dragons’ victory over St. Lawrence 
in the opening round of the NCAA Div. III tournament. Cortland fi nished the season 24-5 and made its 
fourth NCAA appearance in six years. 
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Apply today for the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
Visa® Card
Networking events. 
Scholarship programs. 
Exclusive discounts. 
These are a few of 
the many important 
programs and services 
provided by the 
SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association. 

Show Your 
Red Dragon Pride!

Fantastic cardmember benefits and rewards: 

To apply, call 800-853-5576 ext. 8570 
or visit cortland.edu/alumni
* Certain conditions may apply. Introductory rate does not apply to Cash Advances and is valid for the first 

six months. The rate will end early and increase to the APR for Purchases and Balance Transfers or to a 
Delinquency Rate APR if your Account is delinquent, over the limit, or closed. 

†Accounts must be open and in good standing (not past due) to earn rewards.
U.S. Bank National Association ND is creditor and issuer of the SUNY Cortland Alumni Visa Card.  © 2008 U.S. Bank 

• No annual fee

•  Low introductory rate on Purchas-
es and Balance Transfers for the 
first six months*

•  Earn 1% cash back† on all pur-
chases with the Cash 
Rewards Visa option 

•  Earn reward points redeemable for your 
choice of virtually any type of reward with 
the Select Rewards Visa option

•  A portion of each net purchase made 
on the card will help the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association fund important pro-
grams, helping alumni stay connected 

DOUGLAS N. BULL
Associate Professor Emeritus Douglas N. 
Bull of Williamsburg, W.Va., who taught for 
29 years in the SUNY Cortland Institute 
for Experimentation in Teacher Education 
and its predecessor the Ella Van Hoesen 
Campus School, died on Aug. 31, 2008.

Born March 13, 1920, in Oneonta, N.Y., 
Bull graduated from Oneonta High School. 
A veteran of the U.S. Navy during World 
War II, he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
art education from SUNY Oneonta in 
1949 and a master’s degree from Cornell 
University.

Bull came to Cortland in September 
1952 after teaching for three years 
in Ithaca, N.Y. He remained until his 
retirement in July 1981. He and his wife, 
Helen, had a silk screening business, The 
Bull Pen, for which they designed and 
hand screened Christmas cards for many 
years. Helen, an art instructor who taught 
in the Cortland Public Schools system, 
died in 1973. 

Bull is survived by three daughters, 
Sara Bull of Cortland, N.Y., Lisa Kelly and 
Anna Krieger, both of Williamsville, Va., 
and Moravia, N.Y., and two grandchildren, 
Jason Kelly and Jesse Kelly.

ROBERT M. HAMMOND 
Robert M. Hammond of Paris, France, a 
professor emeritus of French cinema and 
literature at SUNY Cortland who was 
recognized internationally as an authority 
on foreign cultures and film, died on 
April 16.

Hammond received a B.A. from the 
University of Rochester and an M.A. and 
a Ph.D. from Yale University. His teaching 
and research interests included French 
language, literature and cinema.

He taught French at the University 
of Arizona until 1966 and joined SUNY 
Cortland in 1968 to chair the College’s 
Foreign Languages Department, which in 
1977 under his leadership was renamed 
the International Communications and 
Culture Department. A professor of 
French, he also taught film history and 
script writing.

“Bob lived in the future, always inno-
vating with extraordinary foresight, intro-
ducing, for example, Cinema Studies 
when it wasn’t yet considered a field,” 
recalled Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Emerita of French Hazel Cramer. “Bob 
was a prolific author of creative works as 
well as criticism. His energy for upcoming 
projects never flagged and his enthusiasm 
for creative and artistic endeavors was 
boundless.”

His colleagues remember that he 
hired and encouraged promising new 
faculty members and he connected with 
them and students in a way that engen-
dered life-long friendships that persisted 
despite time and distance.

Hammond was a jurist for interna-
tional film festivals and wrote articles and 
lectured on the teaching of literature 
by film. He received Fulbright and French 
government fellowships. His scholar ship 
was also supported by the SUNY Research 
Foundation and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.

From 1954 on, he collected shooting 
scripts of French films, many of which are 
now in the “Hammond Collection” as part 
of New York University’s Special Collec-
tions in the Fales Library. The library also 
holds the Robert Hammond Papers.

He worked with Pascal Vrebos, the 
Belgian playwright, as interpreter and 
collaborator in readings in Brussels of 
poetry by Americans. He also worked 
with Marcel Marceau, the internationally 
famous pantomimist, on the text of a film 
based on the novel Pimporello, which 
Marceau wrote.

Hammond authored Cocteau: Beauty 
and the Beast, published by New York 
University Press in 1970. He co-wrote two 
textbooks, Creative French, published by 
Harper and Row, and Deux Films Français, 
published by Harcourt-Brace.

Upon his retirement in 1988, he 
moved to Paris, where he lived with his 
wife, Marguerite, who predeceased him.

As an emeritus, Hammond continued 
to pursue his scholarly interests. With 
Henri Alekan, he co-authored the 1992 
illustrated book about a work of the 
famous filmmaker, titled Jean Cocteau: 
La Belle et la Bête. 

He co-authored with Charles Ford the 
text History of Polish Film, which included 
chapters by Grazyna Kudy.

His published novels included 
Theo, Ezekiel Cycle 88, La Violoncelle 
(Barjansky), and Don’t Call Me Ishmael, 
a sequel to Herman Melville’s 1851 classic 
novel, Moby-Dick. Hammond’s sequel was 
later released with a French translation.

Hammond was a prolific playwright. 
His most recent creation, “La fin des 
hasards prévus (the original English title 
is “Where Were We?”), was produced 
in Paris in 2008. A theatre reading of his 
“Amy” was staged in 2008.

His other plays produced in Paris 
include “Nursery,” 1996; “Les Balances,” 
circa 1998; and “Solitaire,” 1999.

Hammond is survived by his children, 
Roberta Hammond of Florida and Charles 
Hammond of Illinois.

WILLIAM “BILL” F. LYON
William “Bill” F. Lyon of Homer, N.Y., who 
served SUNY Cortland for 13 years and 
retired in 1996 as TV producer-director 
emeritus, died on Feb. 27, 2009.

Lyon joined SUNY Cortland in 1983. 
Employed in the College’s Training and 
Production Services, Lyon worked with 
faculty and staff in producing television 
programs to serve the instructional and 
administrative needs of the College 
community. He also taught broadcast 
journalism and television production.

A native of Syracuse, N.Y., Lyon 
earned an associate’s degree from 
Onondaga Community College and a 
bachelor’s degree in radio-television from 
Empire State College in Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y. He received his master’s degree in 
television from Syracuse University.

From 1962 to 1979, Lyon was a staff 
director for WIXT-TV in Syracuse. During 
the mid-1970s, he was an instructor/
producer in the Radio-Television 
Department at Onondaga Community 
College. He taught briefly at SUNY 
Oswego and Ohio University.

After he retired from SUNY Cortland, 
he was employed as assistant professor of 
communication arts at Taylor University, 
a Christian college in Upland, Ind., before 
moving back to the Cortland area.

Lyon was a member of Grace Epis-
copal Church.

Obituaries



2 4                    C O L U M N S  •  S U M M E R  2 0 0 9
N

on
-P

ro
fit

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n

U
S 

Po
st

ag
e

P
A

I
D

U
tic

a 
N

Y
 13

50
4

Pe
rm

it 
#5

7

Co
rt

la
nd

 S
ta

te
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f N

ew
 Y

or
k

Co
lle

ge
 a

t 
Co

rt
la

nd
P.

O
. B

ox
 2

00
0

C
or

tla
nd

, N
Y

 13
04

5-
09

00
A

lu
m

ni
 A

ff
ai

rs
 O

ff
ic

e

In
s
id

e
 t
h

is
 e

d
it
io

n
Je

ts
 c

ho
os

e 
Co

rt
la

nd
Pr

o 
fo

ot
ba

ll 
te

am
 t

o 
tr

ai
n 

on
 c

am
pu

s 
th

is 
su

m
m

er
 

1

Se
ni

or
 S

en
d-

of
f 

A
lu

m
ni

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

to
as

ts
 

ne
w

es
t 

m
em

be
rs

  
2

Ri
ch

ar
d 

Sy
lv

es
 ’7

0 
U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 t
he

 p
ol

iti
cs

 
of

 d
isa

st
er

s 
 

6

A
nt

ho
ny

 M
cK

eo
n 

’0
1

Pl
ot

tin
g 

lo
gi

st
ic

s 
fo

r t
he

 
N

at
io

na
l G

ua
rd

 
7

A
lp

ha
 S

ig
m

a 
A

lp
ha

Si
st

er
ho

od
 re

tu
rn

s 
to

 
SU

N
Y

 C
or

tla
nd

  
8

C-
Cl

ub
 H

al
l o

f 
Fa

m
e

Ei
gh

t 
m

em
be

rs
 t

o 
be

 
in

du
ct

ed
 in

 O
ct

ob
er

  
12

D
is

ti
ng

ui
sh

ed
 A

lu
m

ni
 

La
So

rt
e 

Ri
ch

 ’5
5,

 C
la

rk
 ’5

9 
an

d 
Lu

po
li 

Lu
ci

an
i ’

99
  

14

A
ly

ss
a 

N
ee

ly
Ba

la
nc

e 
be

am
 s

ta
nd

ou
t 

w
in

s 
na

tio
na

l t
itl

e 
22

Ch
ap

te
r 

Ch
at

te
r 

4

Cl
as

s 
N

ot
es

  
16

2 11 23

106

A
LU

M
N

I A
SS

O
CI

A
TI

O
N

 E
N

CO
U

R
A

G
ES

 
G

R
A

D
S 

TO
 S

TA
Y

 IN
 T

O
U

CH
Th

e 
SU

N
Y

 C
or

tla
nd

 A
lu

m
ni

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

w
el

co
m

es
 th

e 
C

la
ss

 o
f 2

00
9 

an
d 

st
ro

ng
ly

 
en

co
ur

ag
es

 th
em

 a
s w

el
l a

s a
ll 

cu
rr

en
t 

cl
as

se
s w

ho
 h

av
en

’t 
al

re
ad

y 
do

ne
 so

 to
 

cr
ea

te
 th

ei
r a

lu
m

ni
 re

co
rd

s b
y 

vi
sit

in
g 

w
w

w
.c

or
tla

nd
.e

du
/a

lu
m

ni
up

da
te

. 
Th

is 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 
co

nt
ac

t t
he

m
 w

ith
 in

vi
ta

tio
ns

 to
 a

lu
m

ni
 

ev
en

ts
 in

 th
ei

r a
re

a 
an

d 
ot

he
r a

lu
m

ni
 

ga
th

er
in

gs
. P

as
t a

lu
m

ni
 e

ve
nt

s h
av

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 a

 C
or

ta
ca

 Ju
g 

tic
ke

t l
ot

te
ry

, 
ev

en
ts

 a
t t

he
 C

ul
in

ar
y 

In
st

itu
te

 o
f A

m
er

ic
a,

 
Br

oa
dw

ay
 sh

ow
s a

nd
 m

or
e.

 W
ith

 th
is 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 th
e 

Al
um

ni
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n 
w

ill
 

se
nd

 in
vi

ta
tio

ns
 to

 c
lu

b,
 sp

or
t, 

fr
at

er
ni

ty
 

an
d 

so
ro

rit
y 

re
un

io
ns

. 
Al

um
ni

 a
re

 u
rg

ed
 to

 re
vi

sit
 th

e 
sit

e 
if 

th
ey

 m
ov

e,
 g

et
 m

ar
rie

d,
 st

ar
t a

 n
ew

 jo
b 

or
 h

av
e 

an
y 

ot
he

r m
aj

or
 li

fe
 c

ha
ng

e.
 T

he
 

as
so

ci
at

io
n 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 le
ar

n 
of

 o
ur

 
al

um
ni

’s 
la

te
st

 a
cc

om
pl

ish
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

ey
 d

on
’t 

m
iss

 o
ut

 o
n 

gr
ea

t S
U

N
Y

 
Co

rt
la

nd
 a

lu
m

ni
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s.

Edward Zambraski ’71 has been division 
chief of the Military Performance 
Division of the U.S. Army Research 
Institute of Environmental Medicine 
since 2003. The 1981 SUNY Cortland 
Distinguished Young Alumnus, shown 
to the upper left, delivered the keynote 
address at SUNY Cortland’s 13th 
annual Scholars’ Day on April 17. His 
presentation, “A Career in Research: 
A Rocky Road or a Smooth Pathway?” 
applied his 27 years of experience as a 
professor to the issues and questions 
students must address when considering 
the fi eld of research science. In the Old 
Main lobby, students clustered around 
an array of poster presentations to 
discuss the research fi ndings of their 
classmates. In the lower left photo, a 
young scholar shares his research in a 
classroom with fellow students.

SCHOLARS’ DAY
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