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REFLECTION
Mg Citg School
By Sheena Asibcg

on my cxPcricnccs at school and
Jonothan Kozol’s book Our America

Sheena is :’}/unior PE. major and a first year C.U.R.E.
Student. Sheis Part of the vo”cﬁyba” team and
rcccntly won the athelete of the week award.

Passcc]. What does the state expect From t'hcsc
inncr~citL) students who g0 through thirteen i'cachcrs,
or have never had a permanent teacher since
l(inclcrgartcn? And then they wonder whg African
Americans and Latinos in cig th grade are rcacling ata
second gradc level. That is not the child's fault at all.
TI’"ICLJ havc no control over issues like that. No one cares
cnoﬁgh to do something about it. It seems to me that
the system isjust h‘ging to drive minorities out of school.
Unstable teachcrs create madness and an unhcalthq
lcarning environment. :

In his book Jonathan Kozol Pointed out that the

white Parcnts from a Seattle ncighborhood, where 95

ercent of the students of the public schoolin town,
Thurgood Marshall Elcmcnt‘anj, were Black, HisPanic)
Native American, or Asian oriéin. Ateacher one daLj
said that she would see white parents at a bus stop’
around thc corner From thc school talcing their CH dren
to what she believed to be a rcdominanthj white
school. My qucstion is: are the white families afraid of
what gocs\on in Prcdominanﬂg minoritg schools? Are

Thereis a Patfern that 1 am beginning to see when it
comes to schools with a highcr Pcrccntagc of Blacks
and Hispanics enrolled; the minority schools are less
sfab[c in the way thetj are run. Théq havc fewer
resources to Prbvidé quality education and unquah{:icc{
teachers. Massive chaos occurs and it becomes
uncontro“ablc. How is that even Fair to the i'eachcrs or
the students? When we walked into class and saw that |
had a substitute tcachcr, my classmates and I knew that
we could do whatever we wanted. We would not learn
the lesson that dag and sometimes we would even give
thcm a hard time. 1 had a math teacher who had a lot OF
Pcrsonal issues at home and she called out for half of
thc semester mcanwhﬂc we had a state exam coming up.
At {:irst it was fun and games becausc we didn't havc ant
work to clo; soon a{:tcr, it became anissue. We were Fcé])
up because this wasn't fair to us. We weren't bcing
faught the material in an adcquatc way at all.

Ultimately, no one in the class did well on the test;
many even Fa\xicd I, on the other hancl_, was able to learn

sométhing out of the horrible cxPcricncc and barclq

minorities giving whites any other reason to think
otherwise abou_t their schools? When there are
shootings and fights in a place of |earning, I would not
want my own child arouncrthat. My school had a bad
reputation for being clangerous, but the People in the
town didn't give other peo le any choice but to believe
what theq were hearing. There was a Fight every clag,
magbe three Periocls out of 8, shootings all over the
news in the local Parl(s; the list goes on and on. I knowa
handful of eople who have Pagsec] away for reasons
that could have been avoided. My mother, a|ong with
many other parents in inner-city schools, wants us to
move but we don't have the Funding to leave. All things
considered, I believe that minorities add to the
stereotgpes alreac|9 iven to them. Instead of
wonclering why the white peo le are sending their kids
to another school and being Eitter about it, let’s reform
ourselves. We should start with better, more quali{:iecl
teachers, then resources, and then Facilities._Just one
step at a time towards change will make a difference.
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| C.U.R.E. GRADUATES:
~ Where are they now~?

y
.

Tameka Stephenson coy) teaches fourth grac]c at
PS. 135 in Brooklyn. At a school where 84 Percent
of students are c?igiblc for free lu nch, Tameka’s
students recentlg all Passed their state math and
rcacling examinations. Tameka is rcsPcctcd and
well-liked bq her students. She notes: “I take great
Pri&c in knc;wing that my students love being around
me and that tl’lCL) know | genuinc[q care For each ancl
every one of them.” and adds that I can tru[g say
that 1 love what 1 do. The beautg about tcacHing IS
that each clag is new. There is never a dull moment. |
have had mg\ups and downs but I have used those
moments as my stcPPin% stones to continue to
learn. There is nothing else that | would rather do
than teach.” Tameka attributes much of her success
to her cxPerienccs inthe C.U.R.E. program. She
credits C.U.R.E. coursework as “ great Prcparation
for reaching out to students from different cultures

and backgrounds.”

Name: Julia Tuttle

Maior: Childhood Education

Hometown: PenField, NY (Near Rochester)

Favorite Class: Historg and the FSA Labin Syracuse

What excites you about bcing a teacher? Bei ng,
involved with the students lives, hclPing them learn and
grow.

Favorite Teacher growing up: Senora PiPPen, my
SPanish teacher. She was a]ways ver% Frienc”g and
outgoing; she related to her students lives.

One thing you most want to changc about schools:
The rclationship between students and teachers.

what you like most about bcing in C.U.R.E:

C.U.RE. allows you to go to urban schools and observe
the classes. It has been a rea”y great exPerience Seﬁfing
to know the students.

What surprisccl you most about Cortland:

What surPrisec] me the most about Cortland was how
mang gcntlcmcn hold the doors open for you. Chiva!rg 15
not dead!
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