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SECOND LANGUAGE EDUCATORS CONFERENCE: A CONFERENCE FOR SECOND 
LANGUAGE TEACHERS AND TEACHERS IN TRAINING 

“Foreign Language and English as a Second Language: Getting to the Common Core of 
Communication” 

                                                        September 27, 2014  
 STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK COLLEGE AT CORTLAND 
 Old Main 
Welcome!  We have organized this conference and chosen workshops to meet your unique needs 
and interests.  After you have made your workshop selections, please sign up between 8:15 and 8:45 
a.m.  Space is limited, so we ask that you fill in only the spaces available for each workshop.  As a 
courtesy to presenters and participants, we ask that you attend each workshop in its entirety. 
 
            Patricia Martínez de la Vega Mansilla and Paulo Quaglio, Conference Coordinators 
 
 SCHEDULE 

8:15-8:45 Workshop Sign-up, Old Main, 2nd Floor 
 Refreshments for all participants 

 
8:45-9:15 Opening Remarks & Welcome  
                                 Old Main, room 209 
 
9:15-10:00 Keynote Address: “WE ARE ALREADY THERE!”  
                                 by Marisol Marcin, Spanish /ESL Teacher, Sidney Central Schools 
                                 Old Main, room 209 
 

 10:00-10:10 Break 
  
 10:10-10:55      Session I: Workshops 1, 2, and 3 
  (See individual workshop descriptions for location) 
 
 10:55-11:05 Break 
 
 11:05-11:50      Session II: Workshops 4, 5, and 6 
  (See individual workshop descriptions for location) 
 
 11:50-12:00 Break 
 
 12:00-12:45      Session III: Workshops 7, 8, and 9  
  (See individual workshop descriptions for location) 
 
 12:45-12:55  Break 
 
 12:55-1:15 Closing Remarks         

 
 
The coordinators of this event would like to thank the Modern Languages Department, The International Programs Office, and ASC for their 
invaluable assistance and support.  
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9:15 –10:00 Keynote Address:  
 

"WE ARE ALREADY THERE!" 
 

Marisol Marcin 
Spanish/ESL Teacher 

Sidney Central Schools 
 

Old Main, room 209 
 

     Teachers are being told that we need to implement “common core”, a miraculous cure to the aches 
and pains of education. I truly believe that most of this common core is in reality common sense and 
that good teachers, the kind that take time to plan, reflect and do professional development to keep up 
to date, already do it. We will talk about what common core is and how it happens in the ESL and 
LOTE classrooms. We will also get psyched about the great opportunities we have available to help 
our students and our own possibilities to grow professionally. 
 
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 
10:10 –10:55  Workshop 1:  

 
ACTFLS’s 5Cs vs. the Common Core 

 
Abi Cleary 

Lansing High School 
 

Old Main, room Mezzanine B 
 
 Is it 5Cs +2Cs or 5Cs/2Cs or 2Cs/5Cs or 5C2C?   Which is the “correct” equation for 
balancing the requirements of the Common Core Standards with ACTFLS’s 5Cs of Foreign 
Language Education?  In this workshop we will discuss how to prepare and teach language 
classes which adhere to the ACTFL guidelines for maintaining best instructional practices in 
the language classroom while at the same time meeting the Common Core Standards 
requirements.  We will look at what this means for day-to-day classroom activities, long-term 
unit planning and the role and responsibilities of the teacher in a second language classroom.    
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10:10 – 10:55  Workshop 2:  
 
"What are you asking me?": Helping English language learners  find success through 
understanding the language of the Common Core 
 

Shena Salvato 
Lecturer, TESOL 

Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland  
 

Old Main, room Mezzanine A    
 
 Not only are students being taught and tested in different ways since the 
implementation of the Common Core, but the language being used when students are asked 
to demonstrate their knowledge has also changed.  In this workshop, Shena Driscoll Salvato 
will lead participants in deconstructing the language used in Common Core materials, 
including NYS test samplers, so that teachers can help their English language 
learners recognize patterns and understand the "how" of what they are being asked so that 
they are better equipped to show the "what" of the material they know. 

 
 
 
10:10 – 10:55  Workshop 3:  
 

         Writing as a bridge to oral communication: Approximating speech 
 

                                                     Susan Peterson 
                           Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 
 
                                                    Old Main, room 229    

 
 From production to evaluation, the teaching of writing that approximates speech is a 
critical bridge to oral communication.  Setting aside those old dialogues, and allowing the 
internal narrative to be transformed into external communication through writing, increases 
student ability, confidence and willingness to implement vocabulary and grammar.  ‘Keeping 
it simple and setting clear goals’ to achieve writing outcomes form the first part of this 
presentation.  The implementation of a consistent method of evaluation complements the act 
of writing as it develops trust in the instructor, allows students the opportunity for self-
evaluation, continued improvement and ultimately works toward the goal of oral 
communication.   
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11:05 – 11:50  Workshop 4:  
 

What are you doing for your high reactive students? 
 

Christopher D. Gascón 
Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 

 
Old Main, room Mezzanine B 

 
 
 Fifteen to twenty percent of all people are what psychotherapists have termed “high 
reactive” or “highly sensitive.” It is therefore likely that in a typical language class of 25 
students, four or five have this personality disposition. What is a “high reactive” student? High 
reactives are particularly sensitive emotionally, intellectually and physically to their 
environments. Most high reactives are introverts, but 30% are extroverted. They can be 
contemplative, insightful, creative, and capable of becoming deeply engaged in things they 
find interesting. They can also, however, become easily overwhelmed and have irrational, 
sometimes extreme reactions to things that others generally adjust to without much problem, 
such as busy environments, noise, large groups, unfamiliar situations, changes in routine, 
surprises, disruptive peers, interruptions, criticism, insults, displays of violence, and adversity 
in general.  
 In this presentation, I will provide some information on high reactives, from the 
perspectives of both teacher and parent, and will offer some bibliography for further study. 
Participants will have an opportunity to reflect upon their own experiences with high reactivity 
and discuss ways in which teachers can make themselves, their classrooms, and their 
curricula welcoming to and nurturing of high reactive students.    
 
 
11:05 – 11:50  Workshop 5:  
 
The Common Core Standards for reading and writing and the Academic Literacy Skills 

Test: What should future ESL teachers know and be able to do? 
 

Codruta Temple 
Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 

 
Old Main, room Mezzanine A 

 
 

 Participants in this workshop will compare the reading and writing strategies and skills 
that ESL teachers are required to develop in their students in order to address the Common 
Core Standards to the strategies and skills required by the Academic Literacy Skills Test (one 
of the new NYS teacher certification exams). Based on an analysis of ALST sample 
questions and answers, participants will identify reading and writing strategies that they 
themselves can use when taking the ALST, and which they should also include in their 
classroom instruction. 
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11:05 – 11:50  Workshop 6:  

 
 

Making the walls in your classroom disappear 
 

Marie Ponterio 
Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 

 
Old Main, room 229 

 
 Marie Ponterio will present her award-winning web site Civilisation française and will 
illustrate how it can be used to teach vocabulary, grammar and culture in class and outside of 
class at different levels.  Topics will include family life, cuisine, vacation, changes in French 
society etc.  Presentation will be in French. 
 

 
12:00 – 12:45  Workshop 7:  

 
 

Pair and group activities in the LOTE classroom: Some guiding principles and sharing 
of ideas 

 
Mark Cerosaletti 

Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 
 

Old Main, room Mezzanine B 
 
 

  The revolution in LOTE pedagogy over the past 25 years, and the focus on 
proficiency-oriented instruction, have had far-reaching and important implications, not the 
least of which has been the emphasis on using the language in communicative and 
interactive contexts and for the expression of real meaning.  This presentation will review 
some basic principles for designing and using meaningful and communicative pair and group 
activities in the LOTE classroom, gleaned from the work in teaching language in context and 
proficiency-oriented instruction.  The presenter will also share ideas for pair and group 
activities developed over 25+ years in the L2 classroom, and invites attendees to share their 
own pair and group activities, practices, and innovations. 
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12:00 – 12:45  Workshop 8:  
 
 

Tried and true, hip and new: Technology and projects for language educators 
 

Charlie Lauth 
Teacher of ESOL, Vestal Central School District 

Vice President, Vestal Teachers' Association 
 

Old Main, room Mezzanine A 
 

 This presentation will highlight various technology and technology-oriented projects 
that language educators can use in their classrooms to foster individual and cooperative 
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills.  Attendees will also have the opportunity to 
share their favorite technological teaching tools.   

              
 
 
12:00 – 12:45  Workshop 9:  

 
                               Deaf students as ESL learners 

 
 

                                             Amy Sakellariou & Kelly Kaminski 
      Department of Modern Languages, SUNY Cortland 

 
 

Old Main, room 229 
 

 
          As educators in today’s classroom, we have to be flexible and comfortable to engage 
with all of our students. How do you include nonnative speakers of English?  Students whose 
first language is American Sign Language will be part of this continuum. Students who are 
deaf or hard of hearing not only use ASL as their primary means of communication, but may 
have strong cultural ties within the deaf community.   
 
 
12:55 – 1:15 Closing Remarks & BOOK RAFFLE 
                     
                        Patricia Martínez de la Vega Mansilla & Paulo Quaglio 
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