
and sons.  (And, of course, 

there are always photos 

taken to memorialize the 

moments we share; the Eng-

lish faculty enjoy looking at 

the photos on the depart-

ment wall throughout the 

year when our graduates 

have left the building for new 

journeys). 

     The arrival of spring and 

summer, from somewhere 

beneath the snow, makes us 

realize the truth of  the en-

during  cycle of the seasons, 

and of Shelley’s outburst,  “If 

winter comes, can spring be 

far behind?”  We wish you a 

wonderful spring and sum-

mer, and will see some of 

you when autumn returns.  

For those English majors who 

are graduating, we wish you 

good fortune and satisfaction 

with all your endeavors, and 

we hope that every once in 

awhile you will think of us.  

As we will think of you. 

By Karla Alwes 

     Last year’s article from 

the department chair was 

titled “From the (Ex) Chair.”  

While still ex chair, this year 

I am keeping the chair’s 

chair warm for Professor 

Matt Lessig, the current 

department chair who is on 

sabbatical this semester. 

     The English Department 

has been busy as always this 

past year, as evidenced by 

the pages of this newsletter.  

All of our faculty are work-

ing hard towards shepherd-

ing our students through 

these perilous economic 

times and into a future that 

welcomes and nurtures 

their efforts.   The College 

as a whole is working to-

wards finding the proverbial 

light at the end of the pro-

verbial tunnel, as it recog-

nizes the difficult choices 

college-bound families must 

make these days.  With that 

in mind, many of the Col-

lege’s faculty and students, 

including several English ma-

jors, went to Albany this 

spring to protest the egre-

gious budget cuts the Gover-

nor plans for SUNY.   

     English faculty and stu-

dents will attend the Sigma 

Tau Delta Honors Society’s 

convocation this spring.  It is 

a way to pay tribute to our 

honors students and their 

families, and to carry forward 

the tradition of academic 

excellence that English has 

always recognized and sup-

ported. 

     Graduation day this year 

will see the English Depart-

ment’s annual light buffet 

reception for our graduates 

and their families and 

friends.  It is a time for the 

graduates to say one last 

farewell to their faculty, and 

for the families to meet the 

people who have had a last-

ing impact on their daughters 

By President Bitterbaum 

      In a time of Facebook, 

Twitter and Wikis, it seems 

that eons have passed since 

we communicated via old 

fashioned memos and sim-

ple telephone calls, let 

alone face-to-face.  Perhaps 

it is not the human need to 

communicate that has 

faded, but rather the de-

mand for increasingly expedi-

ent modes of communication 

that has changed. The fact is 

that, thanks to today’s tech-

nology, the world is virtually 

at our fingertips.  This is true 

for society as a whole, and it 

is also the case at SUNY Cort-

land. 

      In recent years Informa-

tion Resources has spear-

headed a number of techno-

logical initiatives that have 

enabled SUNY Cortland, a 

teaching institution, to com-

municate in a variety of 

ways.  Classroom Media Ser-

vices provides an important 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Sigma Tau 

Delta induction 

April 26th. 

 English Depart-

ment linked to 

new Master of 

Professional 

Science Degree. 

 Scholars’ Day 

featured a 

creative read-

ing by students 

and faculty. 
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“Wagadu . . .  

 at SUNY 

Cortland. .  .  

has been 

recognized by the  

European Science 

Foundation  

as one of the top 

fifteen 

international  

gender studies 

journal.” 

The Bookmark Café in the Library 

allows both students and staff a 

place to grab snacks or coffee 

while doing work or in between 

classes. 

Communication on Campus continued 
bridge between teaching 

and learning by offering 

services in cutting edge 

technologies.  Clicker tech-

nology, for example, allows 

the instructor to instantane-

ously monitor comprehen-

sion in large lecture classes, 

making sure from the outset 

that everyone understands 

the concept under discus-

sion.  

     The Library Commons 

provides students with a 

one-stop, centralized means 

of both technological and 

face-to-face communica-

tion, all with the purpose of 

providing important tools to 

enhance the learning proc-

ess.  The Library Commons 

affords students the oppor-

tunity to obtain assistance 

with writing, search library 

databases and research 

information in a single loca-

tion.  The Technology Help 

Center, which will soon 

move to the Library Com-

mons, will round out the 

centralized services for stu-

dents.  The move will pro-

vide an integrated point of 

contact for both library and 

technology services. 

     Sharing information is 

another important goal of 

communication. Online 

journals reach across 

oceans, allowing writers to 

share common experiences, 

knowledge and ideas with a 

vast intercultural audience. 

Wagadu, a scholarly online 

journal produced by the 

Center for Gender and In-

tercultural Studies at SUNY 

Cortland, has been recog-

nized by the European Sci-

ence Foundation as one of 

the top fifteen international 

gender studies journals. Neo-

Vox (formerly Uniplanet), 

another online journal that is 

housed at SUNY Cortland, is 

unique in other ways.  This 

communication venue pro-

vides students, many of 

whom are studying abroad, 

the opportunity to write 

about important political 

issues, artwork and firsthand 

experiences.  The journal is 

completely student-

produced. 

      SUNY Cortland utilizes 

many forms of technology to 

keep our students, faculty 

and staff well-informed aca-

demically.  The campus 

makes daily use of Banner to 

organize a host of activities, 

including 24/7 accessibility to 

Admissions, degree audits, 

semester grades, class ros-

ters, and financial aid. 

MyRedDragon, which will 

transition our current e-mail 

system, is more interactive 

and customizable. The 

Groups application gives stu-

dents, faculty, staff and au-

thorized affiliates at SUNY 

Cortland the ability to re-

quest and manage groups for 

clubs, workgroups, commit-

tees or other interests. 

Group tools may include 

chat, threaded discussions, 

photo archives, news and 

more. Soon the campus will 

be introduced to a com-

pletely revamped homepage.  

Complementing the update 

will be a new online calendar 

whose purpose will be to 

share information with the 

campus community about 

College-wide events, activities 

and significant dates.  

      Safety is the first priority of 

the College, and emergency 

notification is, therefore, of 

the utmost importance.  SUNY 

NY-Alert is a system that al-

lows SUNY campuses to warn 

students, employees, visitors, 

and parents of an impending 

emergency and provide timely 

information to protect lives 

and minimize campus disrup-

tion. Messages can be re-

ceived via cell phone (text 

and/or voice), telephone, 

email, and fax.  

      Every day newer and pur-

portedly more improved 

modes of communication are 

brought to light.  As a society 

we are eager to spread the 

word, and we strive to reach 

out to as many people as pos-

sible.  Human beings have 

made a concerted effort to 

communicate since the Stone 

Age, and each step—the quill 

pen— the typewriter—the 

computer—the internet—has 

enabled us to get the word 

out to more and more 

“friends” who are presumably 

interested in sharing our 

story, or at the very least, in 

listening to us.  Communica-

tion is a bond that all humans 

share, and we undertake this 

task in earnest and with in-

creasing urgency.  Only the 

method of communicating has 

changed. 

S U N Y  C O R T L A N D   

Students check out books at the 

Circulation desk which will soon 

become the Information Resource 

Support Center. 
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believe about the afterlife.  She 

replied, “The Christians do a better 

job of selling it,” and added that 

Jews will speak of being with God, 

but say nothing more specific than 

that.  In the faith tradition in which 

I was raised, we speak of the dead 

joining the “glorious company of 

the saints in light.”  Nothing about 

food there, but glorious company 

implies food, doesn’t it?  So that’s 

how I want to think of Alice, Jack, 

and their son Eric, as feasting in 

the company of the saints in light. 

Joel Shatzky remembers Alice:  

     My memories of Alice Kaminsky 

are of a person of superior intelli-

gence, a first-rate critic and, be-

fore the tragic death of her son 

Eric in 1980, a superb cook and 

hostess. She had the misfortune to 

also lose her beloved husband and 

a true mensch, Jack, a man who 

was beloved by everyone who 

knew him. Even after I retired, 

when I came back to Cortland I 

would often visit Alice at her re-

tirement community, Kendal and 

take her for her favorite treat, an 

all-you-can eat buffet at one of the 

local Chinese Restaurants in 

Ithaca. I was always fond of Alice, 

who was especially kind to my 

family, and will miss her. 

Vicki Boynton remembers Alice: 

      Alice was the woman professor 

who said to me, “Stop complaining 

about your salary and go get your 

Ph.D.” So I did. While at Bingham-

ton, I sometimes ran into Alice and 

Jack, who always were a pleasure 

to see. They were happy encourag-

ers. After Jack’s death, Alice 

moved to Kendal where my Dad 

also lives. I have been an honorary 

member of the Archie Ammons 

Poetry Group at Kendal, and Alice 

started to attend when she ar-

rived. I met Alice at the weekly 

group, chatted with her, heard her 

poems, and she heard mine. She 

was unfailingly smart and suppor-

tive about the work we were do-

ing. I value my time with Alice. She 

has been an inspiration.  

 

Robert Rhodes ‘53 remembers 

Alice: 

     I’m not sure when Alice and 

Jack moved to Cortland when Alice 

came to teach in the College’s Eng-

lish Department, but it had to be 

the mid-sixties and Alice quickly 

became part of the Department’s 

fine teachers and scholars, and she 

and Jack as quickly became a vi-

brant part of the social lives of 

both colleagues and community 

friends.  I cannot possibly relate to 

you all the ways in which Alice’s 

lives — academic and social and 

personal — met other lives, but I 

can tell you a few memories. 

     During the sixties, members of 

the English Department occasion-

ally read poetry and staged read-

ings of scenes from drama in Jaco-

bus Lounge of Brockway Hall.  One 

of Alice’s courses at the time was 

Shakespeare, and she struck on 

the idea of doing a scene from 

Hamlet.  Offering to play Queen 

Gertrude herself, she seduced me 

Janet Wolf remembers Alice: 

     Alice and her husband Jack were 

very sociable people, and therefore 

they were a big help during our an-

nual conference, the Central New 

York Conference on Language and 

Literature.  At the opening banquet 

kicking off the conference, they were 

great at introducing themselves to 

the participants, welcoming them to 

Cortland, and asking them about 

their research.  Some of our partici-

pants were graduate students read-

ing papers at a conference for the 

very first time, so I know they were 

grateful for the Kaminskys’ friendli-

ness.  The last time I directed the 

conference, I was tied up at the reg-

istration desk, and I asked Alice, June 

Sprague, and Norma Young Rhodes 

‘53 and Robert Rhodes ’53 to help 

me by entertaining the guest speaker 

and the woman who had driven the 

guest speaker down from Syracuse.  I 

couldn’t have made a better deci-

sion.   

      The Kaminskys and I shared a 

love of food, but it was more than 

food that drew the Kaminskys back 

to our conference long after they 

retired.  It was the love of ideas and 

sharing thoughts as much as the 

sharing of bread.  This love inspired 

Alice in her late years to begin using 

the internet and made her the sort 

of resident Kendal [retirement com-

munity] was lucky to have.  A phrase 

from Alexander Pope describes for 

me the kind of conversation one 

could have with the Kaminskys: “the 

feast of reason and the flow of soul.” 

     Once, I asked Alice what the Jews 
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“I’m glad the 

last time I 

saw Alice I 

told her that 

I loved her 

and she said, 

‘I love you, 

too.’” 

English Department Remembers Alice Kaminsky continued 

serts, and if you knew Alice, 

you won’t be surprised when I 

tell you that she carried a volu-

minous purse to stash some of 

those desserts for later eating. 

     The last 30 years of Alice’s 

life — and Jack’s before his 

death — were blighted by her 

son Eric’s tragic death in 1980, 

his promising career as a con-

cert pianist brutally cut short 

by a senseless act of violence.  I 

cannot even begin to imagine 

the depth of pain parents feel 

when their child dies before 

they do, particularly in such a 

senseless violent way, but I 

know that Alice found some 

release in her book, The Vic-

tim’s Song. Rather than calling 

it a book, I’ve sometimes called 

it a howl of rage and anguish 

and despair.  And then Jack’s 

death — nearly a decade ago 

— so sudden and heart-

breaking — must have been 

nearly unbearable.  But we 

know that she picked up the 

broken pieces of her heart and 

went on. 

     Her life at Kendal was an 

important part of this.  The 

intellectual and cultural — as 

well as social — life she had 

there fed her spirit and indeed 

led her to a creativity of her 

own when she joined a poetry-

writing group and then wrote 

the poetry that she had taught 

for so many years. 

     Perhaps a dozen years ago, 

Norma and I were invited to 

Edith and Arnold Lewin’s home 

together with Nat and 

Mina Wollin and Jack and 

Alice for a Sunday after-

noon of refreshments and 

conversation.  The eight of 

us sat closely huddled 

around a not very large 

kitchen table and had 

cakes and coffee, and the 

talk flowed.  The topics are 

long gone from my mem-

ory, but not the manner 

and style in which they 

were delivered.  Of course, 

Jack and Arnold and Nat 

spoke learnedly and vocif-

erously and wittily, and of 

course Edith and Mina and 

Alice —- not a reticent one 

among them — joined the 

trust and parry, the swift-

ness and overlapping 

counter play, and Alice was 

not the least of them.   I’ll 

always remember the fer-

vor and sheer energy spent 

that afternoon, and re-

member, too, laughing and 

saying to Norma on our 

way home, “What were a 

couple of nice gentile kids 

like us doing hanging 

around with that crowd?” 

     But of course we did 

hang out with and were 

part of that crowd and 

were the better and hap-

pier for it and for knowing 

and loving each of them, 

and I’m glad that the last 

time I saw Alice I told her 

that I loved her and she 

said, “I love you, too.” 
S U N Y  C O R T L A N D   

into playing Hamlet him-

self, and before an 

amused and quite possi-

bly puzzled audience of 

faculty and students we 

enacted the bedroom 

scene when the melan-

choly Dane confronts his 

mother about her infi-

delity with King Claudius.  

Alas, I can’t recall any 

curtain calls, though 

there may have been a 

few catcalls. 

      For many years when 

Jack was living, he and 

Alice and Norma and I 

always got together for 

lunch or dinner when 

any of the four of us had 

a birthday.   And so for 

several years we got 

together for lunch, 

sometimes at Kendal, 

where she loved intro-

ducing us to new friends 

and showing us around.  

Often in recent years 

we’d gone to a Chinese 

restaurant because 

she’d become increas-

ingly fond of Chinese 

food — her nephew, 

Kenny, told us that in 

her last days, when she 

had no appetite for any-

thing else, she’d still eat 

Chinese.  But I think she 

liked to go out for it, 

partly for the food, yes, 

but also because she 

could keep going back to 

the buffet for more des-

Nancy DaFoe ‘99 

The joy of reading 
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By Mary Lynch Kennedy 

     Nancy Dafoe recently 

won the Kathryn Handley 

Prose Poem Prize in the 

annual Soul-Making Liter-

ary Competition, spon-

sored by the National 

League of American Pen 

Women, San Francisco 

Nob Hill Chapter. She read 

her prize-winning poem, 

"From a photograph," at 

the awards ceremony in 

the Koret Auditorium, Civic 

Center in San Francisco in 

March. Nancy has won 

other poetry awards 

through the Pen Women, 

Inc. poetry contest, and 

she has poems published 

in The Teacher’s Voice, A 

Literary Magazine for Po-

ets and Writers in Educa-

tion, The Ampersand Re-

view, and Blood and Thun-

der, Musings on the Art of 

Medicine. Her short story 

"Piltdown Man," published in 

Verbicide Magazine, won 

first place in the New Cen-

tury Writers international 

short story competition, and 

her novella, "An Original 

Life," won fourth place in the 

New Century Writers novella 

competition. 

     Nancy wrote her first 

poem in the sixth grade.  It 

was published in her high 

school newspaper, which she 

recalls “was a big deal at the 

time.” She won highest hon-

ors for creative writing at 

Kirkland College, but after 

college she did very little 

creative writing because she 

was raising three children 

and running her own public 

relations business. She says, 

“When I decided to go back 

to school and become a 

teacher, a creative dam 

burst, and I've been writing 

fiction and poetry continu-

ously for the past eleven 

years.”  

     Nancy earned her 

M.A.T. in English in 1999 

and began teaching at East 

Syracuse Minoa Central 

High School in the fall of 

that year.  She designed 

the school’s Creative Writ-

ing course and has taught 

it for the past eight years. 

Nancy says, “Being a writer 

helps me to understand 

students' struggles with 

writing, and I think I am a 

more patient teacher as a 

result of my own experi-

ences.  I also think being a 

writer helps me to break 

down assignments for stu-

dents in a meaningful way 

to help them master and 

apply writing techniques.” 

Nancy also teaches AP Eng-

lish Literature and Compo-

sition, Journalism, and the 

A.I.S. English Literacy Lab, 

Studies.  During the Spring 

of 2008 I had the opportu-

nity to present at my first 

conference, held at Long-

wood University in south-

ern Virginia and won the 

Whitesell Critical Essay 

Award, through the VCU 

English Department for the 

paper that I presented. The 

following year I served on 

By Melva Haney 

     I entered Virginia Com-

monwealth University’s 

(VCU’s) MA Program in the 

Fall of 2007 and earned a 

teaching assistantship in 

the Fall of 2008.  Prior to 

my assistantship, I worked 

part-time as an academic 

advisor within the Univer-

sity’s School of World 

Melva Haney ‘06: Alumna Par Excellence 

the Nation-wide Faculty 

Search Committee for a 

Multi-Ethnic Literatures 

Instructor to join VCU’s 

staff.   

     That same year, as a 

part of my assistantship, I 

aided an instructor with 

the teaching of ENGL 215: 

Readings in Literature, and 

served ten hours a week as 

a tutor in the University’s 

Interdisciplinary Writing 

Center.  I had the opportu-

nity to teach two courses for 

VCU, one as a part of my 

teaching assistantship, the 

other as a summer adjunct.  

     After again advising for 

VCU’s School of World Stud-

ies for the summer, I briefly 

(Continued on page 6) 

and she is advisor to the 

journalism club and the 

school’s award-winning liter-

ary magazine, 

Words...words...words. 

Nancy says her teaching 

feeds her creative writ-

ing.  The inspiration for 

"Piltdown Man," as well as 

many of her poems, arose 

from her teaching experi-

ences. 

    Nancy is currently working 

on her second novel, Wait-

ing for Vladimir. She says 

she has come very close to 

publishing her first novel, 

Yet in the Land of the Living, 

and is very encouraged by 

the reviewers’ responses to 

date.   

     (Note: Nancy Dafoe’s 

poem “From a Photograph 

of Children In Jean Lafitte 

National Park” can be found 

on page thirteen.) 
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Sigma Tau Delta Honors New Members 
By Jessica Leopoldo 

     On April 17, 2009, forty-

one inductees were wel-

comed into the Epsilon Chi 

Chapter of the English 

Honor Society: Sigma Tau 

Delta. The International 

English Honor Society was 

established in 1924 at Da-

kota Wesleyan University in 

order to distinguish indi-

viduals for high achieve-

ment in English and pro-

mote the interest and cele-

bration of literature and 

the English language. In 

1987, the Epsilon Chi Chap-

ter was established at SUNY 

Cortland and has become 

an active group on campus. 

This year’s officers are 

Melissa DaCosta, president; 

Cassandra Leggio, Vice-

President; Jessica Leopoldo, 

Secretary; and Justine Sin-

prasith, Treasurer. The offi-

cers plan to meet the 2010 

inductees in April.  

     Last year Dr. Karen 

Stearns, Assistant Professor 

of the English Department 

and advisor for the Epsilon 

Chapter, organized the 

2009 Induction Ceremony 

on Scholars’ Day with the 

help of Sigma Tau Delta 

members, and welcomed 

everyone with some inspi-

rational words. The cere-

mony was conducted on 

the top floor of Old Main 

and a large group of par-

ents, friends, and profes-

sors were invited to watch 

as the new inductees were 

invited to join the society. 

Dr. Mary Kennedy, Distin-

guished Teaching Professor 

of English, also spoke at 

the ceremony offering 

opening remarks to the 

inductees and their guests. 

The inductees were called 

up to the front of the room 

one by one, shaking hands 

with their professors and 

chair of the English depart-

ment, Dr. Lessig. At the 

end of the ceremony, Dr. 

Stearns led the new induc-

tees in repeating the 

pledge and everyone was 

invited to a reception fol-

lowing the ceremony.   

     This year the society’s 

induction was in the Fire-

place Lounge on April 16th.  

“This program 

will allow this 

college to 

produce the 

next 

generation of 

students — 

more 

competitive 

and diversely 

skilled.” 

-Chris Poplarski 

A student being inducted into the 

Sigma Tau Delta honors society 

worked as a technical 

writer, editing government 

contracts for a local de-

fense company, which was 

mind-numbingly boring, 

and soon after starting that 

job I received a call-back 

and interview from J. 

Sargeant Reynolds Commu-

nity College (JSRCC) and 

quickly made the transition 

back to teaching in the Fall 

of 2009.   

     I am currently employed 

as an adjunct instructor by 

JSRCC, which has three 

campuses in and around 

the Richmond area.  My 

area of expertise and re-

search is post-

reconstruction American 

Ethnic and African Ameri-

can literatures and I have 

taught several composition-

based courses. I am the 

facilitator for my ENG 

Cadre, “the Sagacious Six-

ers,” the only cadre with 

consistent participation 

throughout the spring se-

mester. I also volunteered 

to serve on the Writing 

Outcomes Committee. I 

intend to employ a wiki 

with my up-coming courses 

in addition to creating a 

Faculty Wiki page, compa-

rable to the current student 

version of “Surviving 

Sarge,” that will aid new 

faculty and adjuncts in their 

transition to college. 

  Throughout my studies I 

have recognized that my 

area of focus when writing 

is often rhetorically/

dialogically based, and 

much of my teaching ex-

perience thus far has cen-

tered on rhetoric; there-

fore, I will be pursuing my 

Ph.D next Fall through Syra-

cuse University’s Cultural 

Composition Program.  

Melva Haney: Alumna Par Excellence  

Student reading a crea-

tive piece at Scholars’ 

Day 
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By Chris Poplarski 

     I have been fascinated with the 

natural world as well as the power 

of the written word.  After consid-

ering future job potential, I en-

tered college as a Biology major 

content with pursuing creative 

writing as only a hobby.  Midway 

through my bachelor’s degree, I 

began to grow restless; I was no 

longer fulfilled by the clinical, fact-

filled world of science.  Upon com-

pleting my second year of school, I 

moved to Manhattan and reap-

plied my creative writing potential 

in a number of small village publi-

cations.  While a Professional Writ-

ing degree tempted me, Biology’s 

siren call lured me back home.    

     Last semester I re-enrolled as a 

Biology major, now well aware of 

what sort of professional opportu-

nities were available in both the 

scientific and writing arenas.  Un-

fortunately, I also found just how 

mutually exclusive these majors 

are in current curriculum.  I de-

cided to take on Professional Writ-

ing as a second major, figuring that 

I would be covered regardless of 

what field piqued my interest when 

it came time to search for a job.  The 

professors in each discipline were 

curious about what I intended to do 

with this unique combination.  For 

some time I have wished to write for 

a scientific journal or even a more 

general publication, such as National 

Geographic or Scientific America.  Up 

until this point I considered science 

and writing autonomous skills, yet 

the more I thought about it, the 

more I realized that science writing is 

a skill in and of itself.  I began to find 

that many of my shortcomings in 

creative writing stemmed from hab-

its I had picked up writing scientifi-

cally in lab reports and research pro-

posals; by the same token, much of 

my science writing lost clarity be-

cause of my flare for the dramatic: 

imagery and cold hard facts don’t 

often mix.  My desire to master this 

dichotomy has fueled my interest in 

the Professional Science Program, 

soon to be offered here at SUNY 

Cortland.   

     Much of the scientific information 

available today is so mired in jargon 

that it is simply too dense for the lay-

person to comprehend.  This new 

program would allow for the effective 

presentation of these difficult topics 

to a broader audience.  Although 

there are no limits to the creative 

aspect here, the curriculum would 

focus on a technical basis for improv-

ing elegance and coherence in writing 

scientifically. 

     The job market is as competitive as 

ever and employers are looking for far 

more in their potential hires.  Consid-

ering that new areas of research are 

continuously merging and emerging, 

having a skill such as science writing 

and the ability to multi-task across 

this gamut is an impressive prospect.    

This program will allow this college to 

produce the next generation of stu-

dents —more competitive and di-

versely skilled.  The world around us is 

evolving and so must our educational 

system.  With the inception of this 

program, science writers will have no 

problem finding their niche. 

English Department’s Faculty Mosaic  

     Some English Department fac-

ulty members have submitted 

short accounts of what’s cur-

rently going on in their lives. The 

array of styles exemplifies the 

richness of the department.  

Enjoy. 

 

Victoria Boynton 

     I wrote; I write; I will write; I 

have written; I am writing. My 

collection of poems, Contraptions, 

came out at the end of last year and I 

was lucky enough to perform them at 

the Upstairs Gallery in the Dewitt 

Building in Ithaca in November. I’m 

working on another manuscript of 

poems, “Broke.” I am chairing the 

Department Personnel Committee 

this year, and so I get a chance to talk 

with our new faculty about teaching, 

publishing, and university service. The 

job reminds me of how stressful it is 

to be evaluated for renewal and ten-

ure. I’m also on the Scholarship Com-

mittee: I like doling out money to our 

bright students. I also judged the Col-

lege Writing Contest, discovering 

again the inspiring short fiction, po-

ems, and creative non-fiction that our 

students submit. My new graduate 

course, Writing Fiction and Creative 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Student  reading at  Scholars’  

Day 

English Department’s Faculty Mosaic continued 

Non-Fiction, is a fast-moving, 

intense conversation about 

representing truth, with at-

tempts to do just that in writ-

ing. How fun is that? Finally, I 

thank my Revising and Editing 

students who helped me create 

this Department Newsletter.  

 

David Franke 

     Since our last newsletter, I 

was nominated for the Brooks 

Teaching Award, chaired the 

Personnel Committee, led the 

second annual Summer Insti-

tute sessions (part of the Seven 

Valleys Writing Project), partici-

pated in two poetry readings, 

wrote a successful grant for 

$92,000 (SVWP), interviewed 

and accepted candidates for 

the Summer Institute, helped 

my friend who had a 

“subarachnoid aneurysm” or 

stroke at 56 (!), stood by him 

when he buried his mother and 

dealt with the news of his 

wife’s breast cancer, went to 

see guitarist Dickey Betts with 

my youngest son, became de 

facto pater for my GF’s two 

boys, wrote a small grant for 

$1,500 and submitted it to the 

Cortland Professional Develop-

ment School (PDS), fixed up my 

Syracuse house, moved from 

Syracuse, bought a house in 

Tully, fixed up my father’s 

house in Michigan (rented and 

repaired it), moved my dad to 

Little Rock and found an as-

sisted living facility for him 

there (with the help of my sis-

ter), helped him when he was 

kicked out of the institution for 

being too sick, became infatu-

ated with Cormac McCarthy’s 

work, applied for promotion, 

got engaged, submitted two 

courses to the Curriculum Com-

mittee to join in the Profes-

sional Science Master’s pro-

gram, hit a parked car, traveled 

to Little Rock to see my dad 

twice, went to three national 

conferences (National Writing 

Project, New Site Leaders Con-

ference, and the National 

Council of Teachers of English), 

finalized my edited book De-

sign Discourse: Compositing 

and Revising the Professional 

Writing Program, revived the 

Faculty Writing Group on cam-

pus, arranged five small on-

campus conferences for teach-

ers in all disciplines of writing, 

presented at numerous events 

(Rotary, meetings of regional 

principals, and the like), helped 

adjudicate the College Writing 

Committee contest, helped my 

Pittsburgh brother gently move 

his girlfriend out after a par-

ticularly nasty breakup, bought 

a junker motorcycle for parts, 

tried to take guitar lessons, but 

had to quit halfway through. 

Maybe next year.  

 

Alex Gonzalez  

     Alex is preparing to teach a 

brand-new GE course, Irish 

Women Writers (ENG 258), to 

be taught in Fall 2010. His arti-

cle "Joyce's Presence in Iris 

Murdoch's 'Something Special'" 

was published in the journal 

Studies in Short Fiction. The 

article argues that all fifteen 

stories in James Joyce's 

Dubliners are represented 

in Murdoch's story and 

that the story constitutes 

an homage to Joyce. 

 

Mary Lynch Kennedy  

     Mary has a new edition 

of a book, Reading and 

Writing in the Academic 

Community, co-authored 

with Hadley Smith in the 

Writing Department at 

Ithaca College. The fourth 

edition of the text was 

published by Prentice Hall 

in 2009. In October, Ken-

nedy was an invited 

speaker at the annual con-

ference of the New York 

State English Council in 

Albany. She gave a two-

hour workshop on teach-

ing memoir in the secon-

dary school classroom. 

 

Denise D. Knight 

     Denise’s article, “A Plea 

for Honest Grades,” co-

authored with Noralyn 

Masselink, appeared in the 

Winter 2009 issue of Focus 

on Teacher Educa-

tion.  Knight has contrib-

uted the opening chapter, 

“Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

and the Construction of 

Identity,” to Charlotte Per-

kins Gilman: New Texts, 

New Contexts, which will 

be published by Ohio Uni-

versity Press in early 

2011. Her 2009 critical 

edition, The Selected Let-

(Continued on page 9) 
S U N Y  C O R T L A N D   

“While I was 

reading ba-

roque opera 

libretti, I found 

something else: 

Amazons. Ba-

roque opera is 

full of Amazons. 

Who knew? ” 

—Janet Wolf 

Dr. Franke speaking to 

an audience of students 

and peers on Scholars’ 

Day 
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ters of Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 

co-edited with Jennifer S. Tuttle, 

has been nominated for the Mod-

ern Language Association's Mor-

ton N. Cohen Distinguished Edi-

tion of Letters Award. At Cort-

land’s annual Scholars’ Day in 

April, Knight presented a talk ti-

tled “The Epidemic of Grade Infla-

tion.” She continues to serve on 

the Board of Editors of the Uni-

versity of Alabama Press, on the 

editorial board of American Liter-

ary Realism, and as a consultant 

to Legacy: A Journal of American 

Women Writers. She is also a 

speaker for the New York Council 

for the Humanities Speakers’ Pro-

gram through 2012.  

 

Matt Lessig 

     Having survived his first se-

mester as Chair of the English 

Department, Matt Lessig is 

spending the Spring 2010 semes-

ter on sabbatical. Lessig’s sabbati-

cal research will take him as far 

afield as the Syracuse University 

Library, where, through the magic 

of microfilm and interlibrary loan, 

he is exploring Old Left represen-

tations of union martyrdom in 

the rural South during the Great 

Depression. When he rises from 

the archive, Lessig tries to keep 

mind and body together by writ-

ing and playing basketball. Les-

sig’s article “Mongrel Virginia: 

Ellen Glasgow’s Barren Ground 

and the Curse of Tenancy” was 

recently accepted for publication 

in the Mississippi Quarterly. 

 

Noralyn Masselink    

     Having resigned as Coordinator 

of the AEN Programs in August 

2009, Noralyn Masselink is thor-

oughly enjoying her return to a full 

teaching course load. When she's 

not in class on campus, she can be 

found teaching SAT preparation 

courses for local high school stu-

dents along with a variety of profes-

sional writing workshops for 

TC3.biz. She was happy to be able 

to attend the John Donne Confer-

ence in Baton Rouge this past 

spring. 

 

 Emmanuel Nelson 

     I began the fall semester on an 

energetic note after a gloriously 

relaxing holiday in Trinidad & To-

bago. One of the highlights of the 

semester was the experience of 

teaching for the first time a graphic 

novel—Marjane Satrapi’s Persepo-

lis—to a fine group of graduate stu-

dents. It was such a positive experi-

ence that I am teaching another 

graphic novel in one of my courses 

during the spring semester as well: 

Art Spiegelman’s Maus, which won 

the Pulitzer Prize in 1992. Between 

the two semesters, I was off to the 

tropics again, this time to present a 

paper on James Baldwin at the In-

ternational Conference on Arts and 

Humanities in Honolulu, Hawaii. A 

reference work I had been editing 

for well over two years, Encyclope-

dia of Contemporary LGBTQ Litera-

ture of the United States, was finally 

published in late 2009 by ABC-CLIO 

Press. On a personal note, my part-

ner and I made two feline additions 

to our family. Their names are 

Indira and Sanjay and both cats 

are simply too cute for words. 

 

Joel Shatzky 

     Our Professor Emeritus will be 

starting a new semester at Kings-

borough CC teaching a course on 

the short story. He has been 

teaching as an adjunct at KBCC 

since the Fall of 2006. He now has 

a regular blog in the Huffington 

Post called "Educating for Democ-

racy." He was recently on a panel 

discussing school closings on 

BCAT, a community access cable 

network in Brooklyn. He deliv-

ered a paper at a Democratic 

Education Conference at Medgar 

Evers College on February 27 ti-

tled: "Is Democracy Obsolete?" 

He is working on a new novel 

called "Silence" about what hap-

pens when almost everyone on 

earth goes deaf. He is also playing 

chamber music with some local 

musicians where he lives in 

Brooklyn. 

Gregg Weatherby 

     His new poems will appear in 

Blueline and Home Planet News.  

  

Janet Wolf 

I spent my sabbatical revisiting a 

subject I worked on in the 1980’s 

at the Folger Library in Washing-

ton, D.C., and the Clark and Hunt-

ington Libraries in Los Angeles: 

baroque opera. I was answering 

two questions. One was about 

John Gay’s attitude toward ba-

(Continued on page 10) 
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Alumnus Offers Advice to Professional Writing Students 
 

“I landed a 

relevant job, 

things are 

wonderful 

and they will 

be for you 

too. So keep 

your head 

up.”   

By Patrick Berlinquette ‘08 

     “If you’re not happy, 

you’re doing something 

wrong.” 

     That was Nelson Reilly’s 

saying. I lived with him in 

2007, in Ireland.   

     In retrospect, the few 

months that I spent with 

Nelson were not that pro-

found. He spent most of 

his day on his laptop. He 

had perpetually orange 

Dorito fingers. Taught me 

to juggle. But when I felt 

like feeling bad for Nelson, 

he would surprise me with 

some nonchalant remark, a 

bit of wisdom pulled from 

some part of himself that 

he had tucked away, like 

the quote above.  

     As it turns out, it was 

because of “if you’re not 

happy, you’re doing some-

thing wrong,” that, in 

2005, Nelson left his high-

paying job at Microsoft, 

left behind a woman and 

some cars and a house, 

and bought a one-way 

ticket to Dublin.  

     To date, I still think 

about Nelson’s mantra. I 

try to follow it closely. I try 

to stay happy. 

     I continue to work as a 

Grant Writer for the 

United Cerebral Palsy As-

sociation of Nassau 

County. The UCPN is an 

agency that provides pro-

grams and services for 

Long Islanders with Cere-

bral Palsy, traumatic brain 

injury and other disabili-

ties. It’s weird to think 

about: I had my interview 

just eighteen months ago, 

with the ink still wet on my 

diploma. I remember run-

ning late because I was 

struggling to take my ear-

rings out in the rearview 

mirror. But, I landed the 

job, mostly, I think, on the 

strength of some writing 

samples that I had provided: 

environmental impact state-

ments, budgets, and grant 

proposals. 

     During my first six months, 

I worked under Kenneth Lin, 

UCPN’s Grant Writer and an 

accomplished playwright.  

Working with Ken was a piv-

otal moment in my writing 

life. Up until that point, I had 

been particularly fond of 

esoteric writers with esoteric 

prose. During college and for 

some time after, I only ap-

preciated writers who could 

describe a train going 

through a tunnel for thirteen 

pages. (During my interview, 

Ken asked me “What are you 

reading?” I said: Jesus’ Son).  

     I quickly learned that Ken 

was not an esoteric writer. 

His style was surgical, pre-

cise, void of fat. Reading 

(Continued on page 11) 

roque opera, and whether 

he was really making fun of 

it in The Beggar’s Opera.  

The other question was 

why, during the Enlighten-

ment, there were so many 

operas about the faithful 

wife? The story of Griselda, 

who passes the obedience 

tests imposed on her by 

her tyrannical husband, 

was the subject for operas 

by thirty-five different 

composers during the 18th 

century. The story of Alces-

tis, who actually gives up 

her life to save her hus-

band, was another popular 

subject, inspiring twenty-

six operas. While I was 

reading baroque opera lib-

retti, I found something else: 

Amazons. Baroque opera is 

full of Amazons. Who knew? 

I read a paper on John Gay 

and opera in February. The 

Amazons will be the next 

paper.   

 

 

English Department’s Faculty Mosaic continued 

Jaron Serven reading at the 

Halloween Poetry Slam spon-

sored by Cortland Writers 

Association 

Zach Young reading a 

piece on Scholars’ Day 
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By Anne Wiegard 

     The national zeitgeist informing 

higher education news in 2010 is in 

keeping with other millennial reck-

onings; it could aptly be articulated 

as this theme: “the growing contin-

gent labor force presents the great-

est challenge to achieving quality 

and  social justice in higher educa-

tion that we face today.”  Take a 

quick look at publications like Aca-

deme, The Chronicle of Higher Edu-

cation, On Campus or Inside Higher 

Ed and you will see articles exploring 

this issue.  There’s even a new na-

tional organization, NewFacultyMa-

jority (at NewFacultyMajority.info) 

dedicated to equity for adjunct and 

contingent faculty, whose name 

reflects the fact that roughly 70% of 

the faculty in U.S. higher education 

are teaching off the tenure track.  At 

Cortland, more than half of the fac-

ulty teaches on a contingent basis. 

     English departments across the 

nation have been touchstones of 

this anxiety because they have his-

torically been peopled with larger 

and larger percentages of part-time 

and full-time contingent faculty, 

and Cortland is no exception to this 

rule.  Our department currently is 

staffed by sixteen tenure-track or 

tenured faculty, thirteen full-time 

non-tenure tack faculty (otherwise 

known as full-time lecturers), and 

seventeen part-time non-tenure 

track faculty, so two-thirds of the 

English Department faculty mem-

bers are in contingent positions.  

“Non-tenure track” means that 

these teachers are contracted to 

teach anywhere from one semester 

to a three-year renewable term, 

but the college may terminate their 

appointments at any time for any 

reason or for no reason at all.  

These teachers’ positions are 

“contingent” upon funding and 

enrollment, thus the nomenclature.  

     College administrations have 

justified the creation of more and 

more contingent positions both as 

a cost-saving measure (non-tenure 

track salaries are significantly 

lower) and as a tool for “flexibility,” 

meaning they don’t have to plan 

ahead and can hire someone two 

days before the semester starts, or 

terminate someone if a section fails 

to fill or for any other reason with-

out having to answer to anyone.  In 

other words, if the administration 

determines that the best way to 

save money in a budget crisis is to 

“non-renew” the appointments of 

the part-time or full-time contin-

gent faculty, the people in those 

(Continued on page 12) 

Ken’s proposals, one could follow 

his ideas from A to B even if he was 

requesting funding for something 

complicated, like electronic medical 

records systems.  

     All of a sudden, I was wearing a 

tie. Weekly writing exercises: Pat-

rick, take this two page proposal 

you just wrote and knock it down to 

one page. Great.  Now, one para-

graph. Good. Now, sum up your 

grant in one sentence, please.  

     Great big red cross-outs. Sighs in 

the bathroom. I nearly walked out 

of the office on a few occasions. I 

grew to become relieved when Ken 

called in sick. I was intimidated, 

deeply, but at the same time in 

awe of this guy, in awe of his ac-

complishments just as much as his 

writing; as a young man he would 

sit outside of theatres and watch 

people come and go, dreaming. By 

the age of thirty-one, when I met 

him, Ken was a Yale graduate, rep-

resented by CAA, pitching ideas to 

HBO, with several plays under his 

belt—his newest, Po Boy Tango, is 

getting some great reviews.  

     By the time Ken resigned in 

March 2009 to pursue plays full-

time, I was well-grounded. Now, I 

am holding this position comforta-

bly and I’ll be ready to train the 

next grant writer, when the time 

comes.  

       If there is a second purpose of 

this letter, I guess this would be it: 

to motivate a student in PWR.  

     This is a message to you, cynical 

one: I was in your shoes two years 

ago. I knew I was going to end up 

working in a supermarket, but I 

was wrong. I landed a relevant job, 

things are wonderful, and they will 

be for you too. So keep your head 

up. And remember: If you’re not 

happy, you’re doing something 

wrong.  
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positions, some of whom 

have been teaching here 

for many years, are not 

entitled to due process. 

     For decades, between 

appointments contingent 

faculty have been denied 

unemployment insurance 

benefits in New York 

State, on the supposed 

grounds that they have a 

“reasonable assurance of 

continuing appointment.” 

Even in the current crisis, 

where any appointment 

contingent on funding is 

emphatically not assured, 

a bill that would provide 

UI for part-time faculty 

who cannot find work is 

languishing yet again in 

the state legislature.  

Many contingent faculty 

do not apply for UI when 

the terms of their appoint-

ment have expired for fear 

that they will not be re-

hired if and when the col-

lege advertises their posi-

tion again. 

     All over our nation, 

thousands of contingent 

faculty have lost their jobs 

this academic year.  Con-

tingent faculty in Cort-

land’s English Department 

are deeply concerned 

about the implications of 

the state’s budget crisis 

for the 2010-11 academic 

year.  Even though their 

collective salaries account 

for an inordinately small 

portion of the total pay-

roll, because these posi-

tions are so easily cut, the 

administration is likely to 

seek to redress its finan-

cial woes in this way.  In-

deed, in January, the Pro-

vost proposed that each 

department plan how it 

would eliminate a certain 

number of courses taught 

by part-time faculty 

amounting to a total of 

250 sections across the 

campus.  That proposal 

has been withdrawn but 

its specter remains. 

     Any professional surely 

understands that the em-

ployer’s treatment of the 

worker has a great effect 

upon the employee’s pro-

ductivity and success.  It 

should also be easy to 

understand that the work-

ing conditions of teachers 

are the learning condi-

tions of students.  A con-

tingent employee who 

does not know whether 

she or he will continue in 

the same position the next 

year or even the next se-

mester, endures a daily 

insecurity which inevitably 

affects interactions with 

students, if only because 

of the psychological toll 

that hiding one’s uncer-

tainty exacts.  Our depart-

ment provides instruction 

to thousands of students 

every semester, most of 

them completely unaware 

that the teacher who is 

working so hard to help 

them become literate, 

critical thinkers and writ-

ers, is likely spending a 

good part of her or his 

waking hours wondering 

whether 2011 will bring 

unemployment and priva-

tion.  We know that SUNY 

should expect cuts next 

year, but the proposed 

New York State budget 

specifies a disproportion-

ate cut in funding to 

SUNY, an agency which 

only routinely receives 

about 2% of the state’s 

funds, yet would be ex-

pected to absorb 25% of 

the total cuts to state 

agencies.  Alumni inter-

ested in advocating appro-

priate funding for SUNY 

that would protect jobs in 

the English Department, 

should visit 

www.savesuny.org.  

“A contingent 

employee who 

does not know 

whether she or 

he will con-

tinue in the 

same position 

the next year 

or even the 

next semester, 

endures a daily 

insecurity 

which inevita-

bly affects in-

teractions with 

students. . .” 
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“From a Photograph of Children In Jean Lafitte National Park”  

By Nancy Dafoe 

Years ago, we walked to the National Cemetery in Chalmette where I lingered among 

the weathered crypts, discolored bricks, showing through the cement glaze that was 

slowly breaking down the whites and grays, the black mildew adorning the stone like painted inflections.  I  

noted the surprising color in the figurines of the Virgin Mary in cryptic  

enclosures within the headstones, the iron lace of the railings and embedded wrought-iron  

chairs, the beautiful decay haunting as we wandered to the pirate’s National Park,  

Jean Lafitte honored for coming to the aid of Jackson all those years ago. Between land and  

water--always water--between Decatur and Canal Streets, between the Mississippi and Lake  

Pontchartrain, we came upon a group of children. 

 

I was photographing the canal when they ran onto the stone bridge and waved, 

their multicolored coats creating a rainbow reflected in the water.  I returned the gesture 

and took their picture before walking to a grove of trees spun with webs of delicate moss, 

the children catching up to me, laughing and running. They stood, grouped tightly 

together, bumping one another, unaware of my wide angle, standing now still and  

smiling, knowing I would again photograph them, this time close up, their beautiful  

black faces articulated on black and white film.  

 

It was only later, when I had developed all the photographs, in my darkroom in  

New York that I was struck by their divine grace, the print slowly revealing, in the  

developer’s tray, their exhilarant optimism even as their brightly colored coats  

were transposed in shades of gray.  I would come back to this portrait again and again,  

struck by these seraphim as well as the photographic composition when the news of  

Hurricane Katrina’s wrath stormed through. I focused on their sweet faces, the print  

on the wall reminding me, and I stood wondering how those eight-year-olds--become 

eighteen--had come through Katrina, the infested waters, the slow political embroilment,  

resulting in unheeded cries for help. Thinking of them as I watched media images of  

corpses floating, the push and shove for a seat on the bus out of New Orleans, the  

trepidation in the eyes of the citizens of a city built between the waters and dreams.  
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