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By the Conference Planning Committee  

Announcing the 65th Annual Cortland Recreation Conference! 

The Special Events Planning class has been working hard to 

make this conference the best one yet. The dates for the confer-

ence are Nov. 12 and 13, 2015. What an exciting event to draw 

you home to the Cortland area!  

The theme of this year’s conference is "65 Years Young: Culti-

vating a Lifetime of Leisure." We are promoting a fresh outlook 

on recreation and offering a rejuvenating experience in all areas 

of recreation. We want to emphasize the importance of the past, 

present, and future of recreation and the timeless impact it has on 

us. As part of the conference, we will be holding an exhibition 

lounge/internship fair on Thursday, Nov. 12, as well as a profes-

sional roundtable discussion, where students and professionals 

can engage in exciting conversation to discuss internship oppor-

tunities. The registration rate for the conference is $60 for stu-

dents, $125 for professionals, and $110 for Alumni, but we will 

also be offering an early-bird special for those who register be-

fore Oct. 25. Registrations will be accepted at the door both days. 

This year’s Hearts of Gold Endowment Keynote Speaker is Gary 

Ellis. Gary Ellis serves as Head of the Department of Recreation, 

Park and Tourism Sciences at Texas A&M University, a position 

that he has held since June of 2008. Previously, he served as pro-

fessor and chair of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and 

Tourism at the University of Utah. He earned his doctorate in 

Higher Education Administration from the University of North 

Texas in 1983, and he holds masters and baccalaureate degrees in 

Recreation and Park Administration from Eastern Kentucky Uni-

versity and from the University of Kentucky, respectively. 

We will be having a social on Thursday, Nov. 12, at Stone 

Lounge from 5-8 p.m. The alumni from class years 1990 

and 1965 will be honored 

for their 25th and 50th anniversary graduating from SUNY 

Cortland. And while you’re in Cortland, there are other amazing 

opportunities for you to take advantage of. There will be an In-

clusion U training session held on Nov. 11, and this year’s Cor-

taca game will take place on Nov. 14. Also, there will be tours 

given of the brand new Student Life Center! 

You can visit our website, www.cortland.edu/recconf/ for more 

information, including the conference brochure, schedule, regis-

tration forms, and other important information. We urge you to 

take advantage of our online registration service at https://

www.regonline.com/65yearsyoung. We are also on Facebook at 

“Annual Cortland Recreation Conference.”   

Come join us for an invigorating journey of recreation at this 

year's 65th Annual Recreation Cortland Recreation Conference 

to embrace networking and professional development op-

portunities. If you would like to be an exhibitor or part 

of the internship fair, please contact the conference 

planning office at 607-753-4904. See 

you in November! 
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