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Dates to Remember: 

Friday, December 9 

Last Day of Classes 

 

Saturday, December 10 and  

Sunday, December 11 

Study Days 

 

Monday, December 12 -  

Friday, December 6 

Final Exams 

Monday, January 23 

Spring classes begin 

 

 

Congratulations to 

our NTSO 

President! 

 

 

Maegen Stedman, pictured 

above, has completed all of her 

on-campus requirements for her 

Bachelors of Science in 

Community Health and will be 

graduating in May 2017 after she 

completes her spring semester 

internship.  Her future plans 

include earning her bachelors in 

nursing (BSN). 

Stedman came to Cortland as a 

transfer student from Onondaga 

Community College and has 

been the president of the NTSO 

since Fall 2015. Congratulations 

and best of luck! 

Non-Traditional Student  
E-Newsletter 

Warming Up for Finals Lunch 

Wednesday, December 7 

11:30 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 

Non-Traditional Student Lounge, Cornish Hall, Room 1221 

 

Enjoy a free lunch of make-your-own-sandwiches (choose from turkey, ham, tuna salad and 

cheeses), mixed green salad, macaroni salad, turkey wild rice soup, cookies, brownies and cold 

soft drinks.  

This lunch is sponsored by the Non-Traditional Student Organization. 

End of the Semester/Final Exam Schedule 

Can you believe it? There are a few days of classes left 

before finals!  Final exams start Monday, December 12 and 

continue through Friday, December 16.  The complete 

schedule is available at http://www2.cortland.edu/offices/

registrars-office/academic-calendars/final-exams.dot Be sure 

to note the special exams schedule.  It also doesn’t hurt to 

confirm the date with your instructor. 

As I’m sure you know, this time of the semester can often be challenging. Don’t get discouraged.  

You’ve made it this far.  Stay motivated.  Remember to take small breaks while studying.  If you 

can, plan some rewards for when finals are over.  You can do this! 

 Registration on myRedDragon for spring semester classes will close at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 

December 22.  Please make sure you are registered.  If you are receiving financial aid,  make 

sure that you are registered for enough hours to quality for aid.  If needed you can make 

changes to your schedule during the drop/add period starting January 25. 

 Final grades will be posted on myRedDragon. 

I wish you a relaxing break.  I will see you in January.  As always, if you have any ideas for 

programs/events you’d like to see offered for non-traditional students or with any other 

questions, please contact me at cheryl.hines@cortland.edu. 

Non-Traditional Student Lounge Closed During Break 

The Non-Traditional Student Lounge will remain open through Friday, December 16.  The lounge 

will then be closed until the start of the spring semester, Monday, January 23.  Please remove all 

perishable items from the refrigerator.  Any food items left in the refrigerator will be thrown 

away after December 16.  (Please note: the lounge will NOT be open on Study Days, Saturday, 

December 10 and Sunday, December 11.) 

http://www2.cortland.edu/offices/registrars-office/academic-calendars/final-exams.dot
http://www2.cortland.edu/offices/registrars-office/academic-calendars/final-exams.dot


   Jared Leseman 
 

 

My brother and I were raised in the northwest corner of Washington State in a small town 

called Anacortes on Fidalgo Island. Being raised by a single mom dismissed any idea of 

attending college after completing high school, so I never took the matter into consideration 

or even considered looking into resources that would assist in achieving a higher education. I 

felt stuck and the job opportunities of commercial fishing, employment in the shipyards, or 

work in the Tesoro or Shell refineries near Fidalgo Bay did not seem appeasing to me. But as an adolescent, I had this irregular notion 

of wanting to do something that a lot of people cannot say they have accomplished or were willing to do. I did not know at that 

time how that idea would shape my life. 

The summer after high school I found my way off the island. I joined the United States Marine Corps and enlisted into the infantry in 

2005, as any levelheaded eighteen year old would do. After earning the right to be called a Marine and graduating from the School of 

Infantry, I was placed in India Company of the "Betio Bastards"; a strict, timeworn infantry battalion located at Camp Lejeune that had 

a distinguished past (3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines). After arriving, I discovered that we would be deployed in a matter of months to 

quell Habbaniyah and surrounding cities, such as Al Khalidiya. A region geographically located between Fallujah and Ramadi in Al 

Anbar Providence, Iraq. I considered myself lucky because a large portion of Marines I went to SOI with shipped out sooner after 

reaching their designated battalions. This was my life for the next four years. It was composed of being deployed to Al Anbar 

Province, and when in the states, continuously being out in the field training to go overseas. But I was not alone. I had the 

unbelievable experience of living with and struggling with one of the most remarkable groups of men of not only in my infantry 

company, but those men in my platoon as well. Infantry platoons in the Marine Corps are beyond familial, a relationship that cannot 

be defined and are highly contentious with outsiders. That odd notion I had as an adolescent blessed and guided my life because 

from that silly belief, not only did I experience life with these guys who were beyond brothers, but I had the honor of serving with 

some exceptional Marines from my battalion and my platoon that never made it back home and time has simply lapsed over.  

Roughly a year before I left the island, a chance encounter happened and I met the woman of my dreams. I knew she was the one 

that instant as she passed by. Amusingly, she did not feel the same way and Hannah would not give me the time of the day if I  was to 

ask her. But I was persistent and it eventually paid off as she agreed to go on a couple of dates with me. But as life goes, we stopped 

speaking and seeing each other. She was never far from my thoughts. And all of a sudden she reappeared into my life after 

completion of Marine Corps Boot Camp. I found the next four years of my life as an endeavor to when I would see her again. And to 

make an extra long story short, we got married after my return from my first deployment and our first son was born during my 

second deployment. To this day we have three boys. 

I found it hard to find a job after the military. It seemed like my 

previous experience was met with scorn or viewed objectionably. But 

I was eventually hired shortly after the military and moved to 

northern Pennsylvania to work in the energy sector, where I traversed 

the north central part of the state working in the rural landscape. The 

pay was great and I found myself working eighty-four hour, seven day 

work weeks. I did this for almost three years. But I soon became 

miserable because I did not have a life and the only positive aspect 

was having a great salary and reaching overtime pay at the end of the 

third day of every week. I was stuck once again. Sadly, it took almost 

three years for me to part ways and to utilize my veteran's benefits 

to go back to school in hopes that the pursuit would lead me to a 

career with a purpose. I have the intention of hopefully helping to 

guide or teach troubled, at-risk or convicted adolescents at private 

or state run institution while attending grad school. For example, I 

just applied for a residential position at Green Hill School that houses convicted adolescents in Chehalis, Washington. A potential 

career that only called for a general four year degree and would be meaningful, and at least to me, seem like I am making a small 

difference by helping those get back on track with their lives.  

Editor’s Note: Jared will be graduating this month from SUNY Cortland. Congratulations, Jared, and thank you for your service! 

Leseman, on right, is shown here during his 2nd deployment. 



Nicholas Andreassi 

Brian Anson 

Joseph Barbaro 

Caitlin Barnes 

Robert Bergman 

Jose Blanca 

Jason Blayda 

Karen Bobbett 

Zachary Bolton 

Jessica Briggs 

Jade Case 

Matthew Chase 

Lei Chen 

Zachary Cole 

Teresa Contessa 

Andrew DellaVilla 

Allen Emm 

Elizah Feathers 

Brandohn Gabbert 

Heather Garr 

Bridget Hall 

Kaitlyn Harman 

Johanna Hernandez 

Sheryl Holbrook 

Allie Holleran 

Thomas Keegan 

Kaitlyn Kellam 

Anna Klatt 

Jocelyn Lake 

Jared Leseman 

Alan McCormick 

Jamie-Lee Minkley 

Emily Morley 

Breanna Murray 

Caitlin Niederhofter 

Mac Osei 

Matthew Perry 

Jennifer Pietricola 

Richard Piotti 

Beth Poulos 

Mathew Raymond 

Alexander Rundle 

Sara Sampson 

Andrew Santos 

Sikanda Saysanavong 

Amanda Sharpsteen 

Jessica Smith 

Pamela Stone 
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Amber Swavola 

Stephanie Syrup 
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Lauren Welch 

Marc Wiesenfeld 

Cathy Wilcox 

Brian Zoll 

Jose Zambrano 

Celebrate-a-Non-Trad Campaign 

In honor of Non-Traditional Students Week celebration, November 11-18, the campus community was asked to 

recognize students who balance college with family, jobs, and other commitments.  Faculty, staff, and students 

submitted 72 names.  This is an increase from 50 last year.  (Some students were recognized by more than one 

person.)  A certificate of recognition and a small gift was given to the following students: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisement and Transition and the Non-Traditional Student Organization were co-sponsors of this campaign. 



Non-Traditional 

Student Organization 

Officers 

Fall 2016 

President:  

Maegen Stedman 

 

Vice President:  

Eli Feathers 

 

Treasurer:  

Sheryl Holbrook 

 

Secretary:  

Teresa Mogil 

 

SGA Representative: 

Eli Feathers 

 

ntso@cortland.edu 

 

Non-Traditional Student 

Support Services 

Cheryl Hines, Coordinator 

Advisement and Transition 

SUNY Cortland  

P.O. Box 2000 

Memorial Library, Room A-111 

Cortland, NY 13045 

 

Phone: 607-753-4726 

Fax: 607-753-5593 

E-Mail:  

cheryl.hines@cortland.edu 

We’re on the Web!  

Visit us at: 

www.cortland.edu/non-trads 

Facebook: "Cortland Non-Trad 

Students" 

 

 

Twitter: @cortlandNonTrad 

 

 

Instagram: Cortlandnontrads 

2017-2018 SUNY Cortland Scholarships  

Deadline is Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

How to Apply: 

Go to Cortland.edu/scholarships   

Log into myRedDragon. 

Complete the general application. 

 

Don’t forget to: 

Prepare and upload your resume’ 

Upload Extracurricular Activities (if applicable) 

Fill out 250-word narrative that speaks to your character- Who are you? What do you want 

to do after college? 

Once you have filled out your general application you can choose which opportunities you would like 

to apply to- some may require additional questions be answered or an additional short essay. 

Finish and submit! 

Click on View SUNY Cortland Scholarship Opportunities 

There are some scholarships specifically for adult students at SUNY Cortland.  Click on the links to 

read the description for each scholarship. 

Breta C. Cisson ‘68 Scholarship for Non-Traditional Student 

Eda J. Kronman Scholarship for Non-Traditional Students 

Jay ‘66 and Bettie Lee Yerka Scholarship for Excellence in Recreation and Leisure Studies 

Kenneth P. & Jo Ann G. ‘74 Wickman Scholarship 

Finish and submit! 

For more information about scholarships, visit Financial Aid’s Scholarships Website. You may also 

contact Alyssa Ackerman, Scholarship Coordinator, at 607-753-4717. 

Pictures from our Non-Traditional Students Week Celebration 

 

http://www.cortland.edu/non-trads
https://cortland.academicworks.com/
http://www2.cortland.edu/dotAsset/0a46cd0b-1fec-42b6-bdd1-d78bd52f5880.pdf
http://www2.cortland.edu/dotAsset/8dbace0f-42d3-46ae-856a-716473004117.pdf
http://www2.cortland.edu/dotAsset/bd125531-746b-4c4d-8c6a-88e2849bb4b0.pdf
http://www2.cortland.edu/dotAsset/d769cb96-73b8-47e2-80ad-ae4643af7020.pdf
http://www2.cortland.edu/cost-aid/scholarships/index.dot

