
Safety Tips
for Drivers, Pedestrians and Bus 

Transportation

Contact Us

The contents of this pamphlet were written by 
SUNY Cortland’s Bus, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
Team. Please direct questions or concerns to Director 
of Environmental Health and Safety Glenn Wright.

Environmental Health and Safety
SUNY Cortland  
P.O. Box 2000 
Cortland, NY 13045-0900 

Phone: (607) 753-2508 
E-mail: envirohlth@cortland.edu 
Web: www.cortland.edu/environmental-health



Approximately 5,900 pedestrians are killed by 
automobiles in the United States every year. 
Additionally, motor vehicle accidents recently 
resulted in 35,900 unintentional fatalities. 

All of us play a critical role in creating a safe 
campus environment. Please observe these tips 
to make safety a part of your daily routine.

Tips for Pedestrians
• Walk on the sidewalk whenever possible. If there 

is no sidewalk and you have to walk in the road, 
always walk facing traffic so you are able to see 
oncoming vehicles.

• Wear brightly colored clothing that makes 
it easier for the driver to see you during the 
daytime. At night, wear special reflective clothing 
to reflect the headlights of oncoming vehicles.

• Cross only at corners or designated crosswalks.
• Try to establish eye contact with drivers 

before you enter the crosswalk. When you are 
uncertain if the driver sees you, let the driver 
pass.

• Do not engage in distracting behavior such as 
texting or wearing headphones to listen to music.

• For crosswalks controlled by a traffic signal, cross 
the street only when the white “walk” signal is 
given. Additionally, be cautious of drivers when 
you are in the crosswalk.

• Never dart out into traffic. Look left, then right, 
then left again before crossing the street.

• Be mindful of a driver’s blind spots.

Tips for Drivers
• Wear a seatbelt at all times.
• Observe the speed limit.
• Drive defensively and yield to pedestrians.
• Do not drive aggressively and be respectful of 

other drivers and pedestrians. 
• Yield to pedestrians already in the crosswalk.
• Do not tailgate.
• Do not drive when you are intoxicated, drowsy 

or impaired.
                                                             

• Do not use a cell phone or engage in other 
distracting behavior.

• Exercise extreme caution when passing a  
campus bus.

• Drive cautiously in slippery conditions.

Tips for Bus Transportation

Getting on the Bus

• When waiting for the bus, line up on the curb.
• Wait until the bus has stopped and the door 

opens before stepping into the roadway.
• Use the hand rail when stepping into the bus.

Behavior on the Bus

• Promptly find a seat and sit down. If it is 
necessary to stand, hold onto the railing and 
do not cross the white line that is at the front              
of the bus.

• Never put your head, arms, or hands out of        
the window.

• Do not obstruct aisles with books, bags or  
other items.

• Wait for the bus to stop completely before 
getting up from your seat.

Getting off the Bus

• Use the hand rail when exiting the bus.
• Do not walk behind the bus or in between buses.


