Graduate Faculty Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2010(edition 2)

Present:   Jalal Alemzadeh, Cindy Benton; Joseph Governali, Ellen 


Jampole, Ellie McDowell-Loudan ,  Donna Margine, Peter 


McGinnis, Carol Van Der Karr, Jeffrey Walkuski, Luo Xu 
1. Minutes from September 20, 2010

Minutes were approved.

2. Review of issues, problems and positive outcomes related to the new graduate structure of the College (including the College Website, The Graduate Student Reference Guide and the Redistribution of Graduate Study Services July 1, 2010 document distributed by the Provost and included in the mailing of the minutes from September 20, 2010).


Input from Committee members had previously been circulated and discussion focused on difficulty in identifying graduate-related material on the College Website.  It was the general conclusion that it would be helpful for the Committee to meet with Tracy Rammacher to discuss concerns and make recommendations.  The next meeting of the Committee will be in the Registrar’s Conference (Miller 228)  which will allow for group viewing the Website on the large screen in that room.

3. Application for Graduate Faculty Status

The Committee reviewed a Graduate Faculty application from Dr. Kevin Sheets and approved him for membership.

4. Establishment of a Graduate Research Council

Governali contacted Provost Prus by E-mail regarding a meeting to discuss the establishment of a graduate research council on campus.  It was suggested to follow-up with a contact to his secretary to identify a meeting date.

5. Retake Policy for Comprehensive Examination
McGinnis brought to the attention of the Committee that there is a conflict in the Graduate Catalog 2010-2011, between two policies related to comprehensive examinations.  Under the section titled “Retaking Courses” the following is noted:

Students may retake a particular graduate course only once, and the cumulative average will reflect only the last grade received. A retake form must be filed in the Registrar’s Office at the beginning of the semester during which the course will be retaken.

In the section of the catalog titled “Requirements for the Award of Master’s Degrees or Certificates of Advanced Study” the following is noted about the comprehensive examination:

 A comprehensive examination in the area of study. The examination may not be taken before candidacy for the degree is established. It may be repeated according to regulations established by individual departments, but shall not be taken more than three times.

Obviously, the problem is that under the first policy the comprehensive examination can only be retaken one time, but under the second policy it can be retaken as many as two times.  The GFEC believes that the significance of the Comprehensive Examination makes it very different from a typical course and that a special exception should be made for this culminating activity.  Therefore, the Committee is recommending changing the contents of the retake policy to read as follows:

Students may retake a particular graduate course only once, except for the comprehensive examination which may be retaken two times, and the cumulative average will reflect only the last grade received. 

Note: the information about a retake form with the Registrar’s office 

has also been deleted because this is no longer the process 

to follow.

Governali will circulate the proposed policy among Graduate Faculty members for feedback.

6. Role of GFEC as Related to Graduate Coordinators

Two meetings have been set for the graduate coordinators.  One by the Associate Deans (October 21, 11:00AM, Fireplace Lounge) and one by the Admissions Office (October 25, 2:00 PM, 405 Miller).  It was decided to wait until completion of those meetings to decide on a role for the GFEC as related to coordinators.
7. Student Membership on Committee

Walkuski nominated a  D.J. Bevivino to serve as a student representative on the Committee.  The Committee approved the nomination and Mr. Bevivino will be contacted.

J.F. Governali, Chair 

GFEC


Committee meeting dates:  September 20, October 4, October 18, November 1, November 15, November 29.





Committee Meeting Time and Place:  9:00 in 103 Moffett. 





Committee business will determine the need for a meeting on these dates.











