Graduate Faculty Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes, November 16, 2009
Present:  
 J. Governali, E. Jampole, Isa Jubran, D. Margine, E. McDowell-Loudan, 



J. Mosher,  C. Van Der Carr,  J. Walkuski, L. Xu
Absent:    
 I. Jubran, P. Summers,  J.  Rayle
Guest: 

P. McGinnis

1. Approval of meeting minutes:


-October 19, 2009


-November 2, 2009

2. New Graduate Faculty Appointments


-New appointments to the Graduate Faculty have been contacted.  Carol Van Der Carr will inquire about having these individuals listed on the College Website as members of the Graduate Faculty.  Donna Margine will have asterisks placed after each of the names in the College Catalog.

3. Policy on Length of Time for Degree Completion
The Committee reviewed the College policy which stipulates a five year period for graduate degree completion.  Peter McGinnis discussed questions and various aspects of the present implementation of this policy:

a) Presented policies of other  SUNY colleges.

b)Noted that we have programs that vary between 30 credits and 50+ credits, but all 


have a five year period for degree completion.  Is this reasonable?

c) Both the College and the State grant extensions to students (state for its five year 

initial certification policy).

d) Should the degree completion time period be the same for degree programs that 


have a thesis as the culminating experience and those that have a 


comprehensive examination as the culminating experience?


e) Should the time period be the same for different degrees (MSED, MST, MAT, etc.)


f) What office will have the responsibility in the future for reviewing and 


acting on requests for time extensions from students?


g) What impact would increasing the time period have on student behavior relative to 



degree completion?

After much discussion, there was consensus that there was little support for changing the degree completion time period policy.  When the Committee discusses a continuous enrollment policy, it will revisit this issue.

4. Continuous Enrollment Policy

The Committee began discussion of the pros and cons of adopting a continuous enrollment policy for graduate students. Some of the issues that were discussed were as follows:


a) How would such a policy be implemented?


b) Who would be responsible for tracking and notifying students?


c) What is the level of support for such a policy among departments?


d) What would be gained from such a policy?


e) Would such a policy better connect graduate students with the College?  A lack of connection has been identified by graduate students as a problem.


f) Would such a policy help convey the notion that the College takes graduate education seriously?

Committee members were asked to come to the next meeting with ideas about a continuous enrollment policy.  The goal will be to develop a draft policy for review by departments and coordinators.  Part of the review will involve determining departmental support for such a policy prior to a great deal of  Committee activity that would be needed to develop, refine and have such a policy approved by the Graduate Faculty and College. 
Upcoming Agenda Items:

1. Final approval of Physical Education MST Proposal


-The Committee will act on the complete proposal once all of the revisions have been received, but will not forward the proposal until the undergraduate course revisions and additions have been approved.  (Note: the proposal contains undergraduate courses which are presently going through curriculum review.) 

2.  Jeff Walkuski will forward to the Committee old business items that were left without resolution last year and they will be addressed on a time available basis.  Included will be criteria for graduate faculty status.  Discussion of the requirements for graduate faculty status was begun but  was not completed  last year, because of other demands upon the Committee. 

3 . A review of the bylaws and the procedure for elections is in order. The procedure is somewhat awkward and confusing.

Committee Meeting Times – The GFEC will meet every other week, as needed.  Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be as identified below: 


Submitted
 Joseph F. Governali, Chair GFEC
Monday November 2nd, 11:00 Brockway 203 (


Monday November 16th, 11:00 Brockway 203 (


Monday November 30th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday December 14th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday January 25th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday February 8th, 11:00 Brockway 203








Monday February 22nd, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday March 8th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday March 22nd, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday April 5th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday April 19th, 11:00 Brockway 203


Monday May 3rd, 11:00 Brockway 203











