 Graduate Faculty Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes, December 14, 2009
Present:  
J. Governali, E. Jampole, Isa Jubran, D. Margine, E. McDowell-Loudan, J. Rayle, 

J. Walkuski, L .Xu
Absent:    
P. Summers, J. Mosher, C. VanDerCarr
Guest:

B. Smith (Chair, Physics Department)
1. Minutes from the November 30, 2009 meeting were approved.
2. Proposed master’s degree program, “Masters of Science in Sustainable Energy Systems.”

 The GFEC continued its review of a new master’s degree program proposal titled “Masters of Science in Sustainable Energy Systems.”  As part of its review, the Committee met with Brice Smith (Chair, Physics Department) to provide information to the GFEC about the program and answer questions.  Areas addressed were the purpose of the new program, “plus” courses, course offering patterns, meeting the needs of graduate students who had previously taken the required 500 level courses, the nature of the 500 level courses and the issue of course numbering.  Following this discussion, the Committee acted on the remaining portions of the proposal (below).

Note: In each of the proposals listed below, the Department needs to add an Academic Integrity Statement and a Disability Statement.  The policy statements related to these areas can be found in the College Handbook Section 220.02 “Responsibility of Faculty” and are as follows:

Academic Integrity Statement: Faculty should include in all syllabi a reference

to upholding academic integrity and intolerance of academic dishonesty.

Suggested wording might be the following: “Students will not cheat or plagiarize

in this course. Plagiarism, a serious academic offense, is defined as expropriating

the ideas of others and using them as one’s own without due credit. Students

who cheat in examinations or plagiarize in this course will be disciplined in

accordance with university rules and regulations. (See College Handbook,

Chapter 340.)”

Disability Statement: Faculty should include in all syllabi a reference to

disabilities accommodations SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and

maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

(ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Suggested wording

might be the following: “If you are a student with a disability and wish to

request accommodations, please contact Disability Services located in Van

Hoesen Hall, Room B-40, or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Any

information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many

accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations will be

reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting.”

ALTERATION IN EXISTING COURSE
PHY  530: Statistical and Thermal Physics

-Change in existing title (Statistical and Thermal Physics) to Fundamentals of      



Thermodynamics

GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF ALTERATION
NEW COURSE PROPOSALS
MGT 524: Accounting Principles and Concepts

GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
MGT 551: Marketing and Management: Principles and Concepts
GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE

ENG 660: Seminar in Professional Writing

GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 520: Energy and Sustainability

GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 522: Engineering Mechanics


 GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 540: Electronics I: Circuit Elements and Devices


GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 541: Electronics II: Power Electronics


GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 567: Thermodynamics of Building Design and Technology


GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE

PHY 576: Physics of Renewable Energy Technologies

GFEC RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF COURSE
PHY 533: Energy and Sustainability Internship

-Cortland requires that all master’s degree programs have one of the following culminating activities:  Comprehensive Examination, Thesis or Special Project.  The catalog description for this proposed course (which is the culminating activity) does not make clear that students will be required to do anything more than an internship, which would not be sufficient to meet College policy.  In discussing this issue with Dr. Smith, he noted that the course does have a component that will meet the Special Project criterion.  The GFEC would like the Physics Department to change the catalog description of the course to make clear to students that there is a Special Project as part of the course.  There are a couple of examples in the catalog of similar culminating experiences which make clear the Special Project dimension and which the Physics Department might find helpful to review (SPM 685: Internship/Master’s Project; 

HLH 650: Community Health Culminating Project.)
CONTINGENT APPROVAL PENDING REVIEW OF GFEC PROPOSED CHANGES
.  
NEW PROGRAM PROPOSAL
Master’s of Science in Sustainable Energy Systems

CONTINGENT APPROVAL PENDING REVIEW OF GFEC PROPOSED CHANGES IN 

COURSES WITHIN THE PROGRAM

Submitted:

J.F. Governali 

        (Amended 2/11/10)
